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Firefighters Fighting 
Invasive Species 

irefighters and local fire 
departments are asked to join 
the fight against the spread 

of invasive species. After learning 
invasive species can hitchhike on fire 
suppression equipment, members 
of the Fire Department Advisory 
Council will be engaging fellow fire 
fighters to operate and maintain dry 
fire hydrants and fire suppression 
equipment to minimize the spread 
of invasive species. 

Fire fighters will be asked to join 
boaters and anglers in taking steps 
to assure invasive species are not 
spread from lake to lake. Over 90% 

of Wisconsin boaters are cleaning 
their boats and draining their live 

wells and bilge water to prevent 
the spread of Eurasian water milfoil, 
zebra mussels and the deadly fish 
virus VHS. 

Oneida County fire chiefs are 
working with their Land and Water 
Conservation Department to come 
up with practices to prevent the 
spread of invasive species. Working 
together they are developing "best 
management practices"for dry fire 
hydrant maintenance. Soon, these 
practices will be shared statewide 
with local fire departments and state 
firefighters who use lake and river 
water to suppress fire. 

These practices are similar to the steps 
practiced by boaters and anglers. 
Perhaps you've seen the "STOP 
AQUATIC HITCHHIKERS!" billboards 
that prompt boaters to"lnspect, Clean 
and Drain"their rigs before they enter 
and leave the boat landing. 

Maintenance alternatives for dry fire 
hydrants include back-flushing with 
well or municipal water, re-circulating 
water from the lake or river with an 
off-line pump, or draining most lake 
and river water prior to disinfecting 
with chlorinated household 
bleach. Other helpful hints include 
organizing maintenance so hydrants 
on same body of water are done 
together and maintaining hydrants 
on infested waters last (see boat 
landing signs at your DNR for a list of 
infested area waters). 

When deploying tankers for fire 
suppression, recommended 
practices for preventing the spread 
of invasive species include: 

o Use well or municipal water where 
available. 

o Minimize water run off from the 
watershed of the fire area. 

o Avoid filling with Great Lakes, 
Mississippi River, Lake Winnebago 
and other waters with known 
invasive species. 

o Discharge lake and river water
 
as well as disinfected water on
 
upland gravel/sand.
 

o Inspect, remove, drain and 
disinfect hoses, pumps and tanks 
after lake and river water use. 

Disinfection options include steam 
cleaning, washing with soap and 
warm water or high pressure, drying 
thoroughly for at least five days, 
treating with V2 ounce of chlorinated 
household bleach per gallon of 
water for ten minutes, or treating 
with 1:100 solution of Virkon Aquatic 
for 20 to 30 minutes and hot water. 

Chlorinated water can be neutralized 
with the addition of 3 grams of 
sodium thiosulfate per gallon. 

Fire departments, the Fire 
Department Advisory Council, 
DNR fire staff and DNR water 
conservation will be working 
together to finalize these best 
management practices to provide 
procedures and training for local fire 
departments utilizing natural water 
for fire suppression. Our goal is to 
provide safe, cost-effective practices 
for preventing the spread of aquatic 
invasive species.• 

FIRE INSPECTION
 
SERVICES, INC.
 

Our Expe,rienced certified 
inspectors will provide: 

•	 I=ire Inspections 
• Fire Preplans 
•	 Representation at 

Dept. of Commerce audit 
•	 24 hour cause 

determination 

A time saving cost 
effective service 

Fire Inspection Services 
W155 Allen Road
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(262) 567-9764
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