
Take Your Business to the Fair-August 15 & 16 

Here is a great opportunity 
for you to showcase your 
business to area individuals, 
families and tourists at the 
Oneida County Fair. 

Be part of something new! 
In short, the 2008 Oneida 
County Fair will be FUN, FREE 
AND FABULOUS! Major 
Highlights this year are: 

F Moving the fair from mid- 
July to mid-August so that 
more produce exhibitors are 
able to participate. 

F Shortening the fair to 2.5 
days to get a larger 
attendance over a shorter 
period of time giving vendors a 
greater audience over fewer 
days. 

F Most importantly, there 
will be no gate or parking fee. 

Another feature at this 
year‛s county fair 
is the emphasis on 
“local” businesses. 
We are inviting 
local vendors, local 
food sellers, local 
entertainment, local crafters 
and local musical talent. In 
other words, we are planning a 
true old-fashion county fair. 

The fair will run from 8:00 
a.m. until 8:00 p.m. on Friday, 
August 15 and Saturday, 
August 16. Vendors who will be 
selling items can have a 20‛ by 
20‛ space for only $25 per day 
with all receipts going to the 
vendor. 

Again, with no gate or park- 
ing fee and scheduled at the 
height of the tourist season in 
addition to very low vendor 

fees, we expect very large 
crowds on each of 
the two public days 
of the fair. 

Contact the 
Oneida County UW- 

Extension office at 715-365- 
2750, for a Vendor Space 
Reservation form.  If you are 
interested in vending at the 
all new, all fun, heavily 
attended Oneida County Fair, 
complete the form and return 
it and any other materials 
with your check ($25.00 per 
each day requested) payable 
to the Oneida County Fair and 
return it to the address on 
the form. 

Additional questions 
regarding the Oneida County 
Fair can be directed to 715- 
365-2750. 

With great weather 
expected for the next few 
months, and businesses in the 
area anticipating a very busy 
summer, the Northwoods 
Inventors‛ and Entrepreneurs‛ 
Club Board has suspended the 
Club meetings in June, July 
and August. 

Monthly meetings will 
start up again in the Fall 
bigger and better than ever. 
We are planning all sorts of 

“new” things for club 
members to see and do. We 
will showcase new video 
conferencing equipment and 
possibly bring back some old 
favorites such as expert 
speakers on important topics, 
site tours of successful 
businesses and, of course, our 
2nd Annual Business Expo 
(see page 3). 

In addition, ideas for the 
2009 Expo will be in the 

planning stages throughout the 
summer and fall to make that 
event even more spectacular 
than last year‛s “first ever” 
Expo. 

So, enjoy your “time off” 
and we will see you at the next 
regular monthly meeting on 
September 17 at 6:30 p.m. 
The meeting is scheduled to be 
held at the UWEX office 
meeting room. 
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Soon, members of our Northwood‛s 
I & E Club and other small business 
owners or planners in our area will have 
another tool to assist them in small 
business decision making. The University 
of Wisconsin Extension office in Oneida 
County has acquired a Polycom 
Interactive Television (ITV) system 
which will allow users to connect with 
other ITV systems around the state and 
in some cases, around the country. 

The primary use for this ITV 
system will be to connect county 
residents with small business 
development counselors at the Small 
Business 
Development Center 
(SBDC) at the UWSP 
Campus in Stevens 
Point. 

In the past, 
county residents who 
wanted to receive personal counseling 
from an SBDC counselor had to schedule 
an appointment in Stevens Point which 
could prove to be inconvenient and with 
today‛s gasoline prices, very expensive. 

Now, working through the staff at 
the UWEX office here in Oneida 
County, individuals can make a “Video 
Appointment” and connect visually and 

audibly from right here in the Extension 
office (lower level) at the Rhinelander/ 
Oneida County Airport Terminal. 

At the present time, the equipment 
is being tested and Extension staff are 
being trained to utilize the equipment in 
the most efficient and effective 
manner. Soon, the equipment will be 
available for use by the general public. 

News/Information from Downtown Rhinelander, Inc. 
Sue Bessert, DRI Executive Director 

The Occasional Store Concept 

Rice Lake — The success of the 
Lillian‛s Shoppe, one-weekend-per-month 
concept has prompted the exploration 
of options to use that “weekend” idea to 
jump start local entrepreneurs.  If 
anyone has experience with multiple 
entities (fine chocolates, artists, etc.) 
to bring quality items downtown but on a 

limited time frame, contact Sue Bessert 
at msdri@frontiernet.net or 362-7374. 
This concept could target the same 
weekend of each month, creating a 
sense of urgency (shop and buy NOW), 
lowering overhead costs, etc. 

Important New Data Now Available 

There has been a new posting of 
survey data called “Resident 

Demographics” section on the 
Rhinelander Market Analysis webpage: 

http://www.uwex.edu/ces/cced/economi 
es/mainstreet/index.cfm . 

Questions about the Main Street 
revitalization efforts in Downtown 
Rhinelander can be addressed to Sue 
Bessert. You can reach her at 715-362- 
7374 or at msdri@frontiernet.net. 

Technology in the Northwoods. . . 
Small Business Counseling Videoconference Connections 

Welcome New Members in 2008 

Northwoods Inventors & Entrepreneurs Page 2 

Please welcome the members that joined the I & E Club in 2008. 
Membership stands at 182.  Currently, 83% of our total membership 

is “active”, attending one or more meetings. 

Dan Kuzlik, CNRED Agent for 
Oneida County Extension remarked, 
“Once the equipment is up and running it 
is very easy to use. It is just like talking 
to a person on a television screen, but 
that person can see and hear you too”. A 
demonstration of this equipment will be 
available for Northwood‛s I & E Club 
members during a regular club meeting 
sometime this coming fall. 

Kris Anderson 
Joshua Arndt 
Barbara Baker 

Carl Belter 
Bob Berns 

Sue Bessert 
Helen Bishop 
Mike Boyd 

Marge Cook 
Steve Cooper 

Elisa Farmilant 
Donald Fredrickson 

Tom Hubbard 

Phil Newbauer 
Hossein Riyahi 
Stan Sarkaukas 

Don Schachtschneider 
Scott Schmidt 
Tom Schwartz 

John Spees 
Rob Sutliff 
Bart Tegen 

Tina Taege Werres 
Tom Zimmerman 

WELCOME! 

Dianne and Scott 
Jacobson 

Teresa Jensen 
Bruce Johnson 

Robert Krieghoff 
John Kuiken 
Duane Laabs 
William Lonie 

Jason Loppnow 
Rachel Mahner 
Mike Michalak 

Mark Mohr 
Don Myers



Following are some facts that you 
may not know about our 
Northwoods Inventors and 
Entrepreneurs Club Members. Of 
our total membership. . . 

☺ 116 members are male and 65 
members are female. 

☺ Members come from all over 
the area.  One each from Almond, 
Amherst Junction, Conover, 
Crivitz, Gleason, Hatley, Heafford 
Junction, Ironwood and Ishpeming, 
MI, Lake Tomahawk, Land O‛Lakes, 
Laona, Madison, Medford, 
Milwaukee, Monico, Phelps, 
Prentice, Sayner, Stevens Point 
Tripoli, Wabeno and Winchester. 

☺ Two each from Arbor Vitae, 
HazelhursT, Lac du Flambeau, 
Pelican Lake and St. Germain. 

☺ Three members reside in the 
towns of Harshaw, Merrill, Three 
Lakes and Woodruff. 

☺ Four have attended from 
Wausau, 5 from Crandon and 6 
from Minocqua. 

☺ Eight members of I & E drive 
from Eagle River and Tomahawk. 

☺ The majority of members, 86, 
list their primary address as 
Rhinelander. 

For a brochure or more 
information on how to join, contact 
UWEX at 715-365-2750 or e-mail 
jonna.jewell@ces.uwex.edu. 

This past February, the 
Northwoods I & E Club took a bit of a 
risk and scheduled our very first 
Business Expo for the Northwood‛s 
area. The Club Board committed 
resources for advertising and 
promotion, contracted with a food 
caterer and expended many work 
hours by volunteers and UW-Extension 
staff. 

The idea was to help stimulate the 
economic development juices of our 
regional area by showcasing many of 
the businesses, large and small, that 
provide jobs, purchase goods and 
services, act entrepreneurially and 
generally act as the economic engine 
for the Northwoods. 

Of course, as many of you know, 
we were successful beyond our 
imagination. While at first hoping that 
we could register 15 businesses to be 
exhibitors and then perhaps having up 
to 50 viewers come to see the 
exhibits, we were more than pleasantly 
surprised by the reaction of our 
Northwood‛s community. With more 
than a week remaining until our event, 
we had to close off exhibitor 
registrations at 75, as we simply had 
not enough space reserved in 
Rhinelander. Then, the evening of the 
Expo, more than 600 viewers poured 
into the Holiday Inn Express to 
observe exhibits and interact with 
business owners and entrepreneurs. 
We were elated! 

Before that evening was over, the 
I & E Club Board Members resolved 
that our club would plan another Expo 
in 2009. 

That event is tentatively 
scheduled for February 11, 2009, the 
second Wednesday in February. So put 
a hold on that date right NOW. We 
will soon start planning for an even 
bigger event in the coming year and we 
will be asking volunteers from our club 
to help with this planning effort. Stay 
tuned for more information. 

Plan NOW for the 2 nd Annual Business EXPO! 

Issue II 

ATTENTION MEMBERS. . . 

The UW-Extension office is sponsoring a Webinar July 11 from 10 to 11 a.m.  This program, previously 
scheduled a couple of months ago and subsequently cancelled was titled, “Entrepreneurship—It‛s Good For 

Business and the Community”. It is part of the Building Communities Series that began in November, 2007 and 
has run monthly since. If you plan to attend, please contact the office at 715-365-2750 to let us know. 

THERE IS NO CHARGE FOR THE PROGRAM. . . . . . .WE HOPE TO SEE YOU THERE! 
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Our Wisconsin Business AnswerLine 
counselors have real-world business 
management experience.  They're 
available to give free answers to your 
business start-up or management 
questions from Monday to Friday, 8:30 
a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 

You can call once or on an ongoing 
basis.  Small Business Development Center 
Business AnswerLine counselors will give 
you personalized attention for as long as 
you need it. 

Call 1-800-940-7232 for a live 
question and answer session with a Small 
Business Development Center expert. Or, 
request assistance at http:// 
www.wisconsinsbdc.net/busanswer/. 

The Wisconsin 
Business 
AnswerLine



We’re on the Web! 

http://oneida.uwex.edu 

Northwoods Inventors’ & Entrepreneurs’ Club 
Oneida County University of Wisconsin-Extension 
3375 Airport Road  #10 
Rhinelander  WI  54501 

CELEBRATE CREATIVITY AND THE ARTS 
IN DOWNTOWN RHINELANDER! 

Join us at our very first 
“Creative Arts Walk” on Friday, 
July 25, 2008 from 5 to 8 p.m. 

Downtown shops will be 
opening their space for area 

artisans to sell and demonstrate 
their craft.  Painters, 

photographers, jewelry makers, 
performing artists and more will be 

sharing their talents. 

If you are an artisan and would like 
to participate, contact Downtown 

Rhinelander, Inc. Promotions Committee 
Member Sandy Buss at 715-482-3280 or 

Bev Hlvaka at 715-282-3511.


