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Setting the Stage: Sustainability and Sus-
tainable Community Development  
October 21, 2008, 11:30 -12:30PM ðWhile a 

growing number of community initiatives are emerg-
ing to address sustainability, there is often no clear 

understanding of how they can or should relate to 
each other. How does a community make the most 

strategic use of its limited resources? Where should it 

start? How does it compare the alternatives? What 
are the appropriate roles for the private and not -for-

profit sectors? Communities need to build the capac-
ity to understand and move toward sustainability on 

their own. This session will help frame these ques-
tions, offer a variety of approaches for communities 

to consider, and provide examples. 

 

Energy Efficiency  
November 18, 2008, 11:30 -12:30PM ðIn this 
time of record -high energy prices and recognition of 

the ties between national security and energy inde-

pendence and between utility system reliability and 
global climate change concerns, energy efficiency is a 

key approach among the remedies. But how does a 
local government or business act strategically to 

make the most of every Btu? This session will de-

scribe how to measure current energy use and to cre-
ate an energy plan with the technologies, practices, 

programs and policies that maximize energy efficiency 
and cost savings.  

 

Renewable Energy  
December 16, 2008, 11:30 -12:30PM ðRenewable 

energy is part of a strategic approach to energy that 
reduces carbon emissions, improves energy reliability 

and may protect against escalating fuel costs. This 
webinar examines the renewable energy technologies 

available and how to choose the options best for your 

community or your site.  Questions to be considered 
by the presenters include: Is it affordable? Who are 

the service providers in my area? How do I proceed? 
What renewable installations are already operating?  

 

Sustainability and Comprehensive Planning  
January 20, 2009, 11:30 -12:30PM ð 
This webinar will focus on infusing sustainability con-

cepts (the three Eôs of Economy, Environment and Eq-
uity and The Natural Step principles) into the elements 

of the comprehensive plan.  How to create goals, objec-

tives and policies that reflect sustainability will be dis-
cussed along with resources to assist with sustainability 

planning efforts.  
 

Sustainable Business Practices and Strate-
gies  
February 17, 2009, 11:30 -12:30PM ðSome busi-

nesses have embraced the idea of sustainability while 
others still reject it. Why have some companies resisted 

sustainability strategies? How can business leaders be 
persuaded to go further? What is the business case for 

sustainability? This session looks at how businesses can 

capture the opportunities associated with sustainability. 
It quantifies the benefits of business sustainability 

strategies and offers insights into how these advan-
tages can be communicated to business leaders. Spe-

cific examples are used throughout the presentation.  

 

Green Collar Jobs: Sustainable Work in a 
Low Carbon World  
March 17, 2009, 11:30 -12:30PM ðWill future jobs 

be increasingly ñgreen?ò If so, what makes a job or an 

industry green? Is a green job a good job? What consti-
tutes this ñgreen economyò that we hear so much about 

these days? This session explores the nature of green 
collar jobs and their implications for business and com-

munity development. It looks at links with environ-

mental concerns, efficiency considerations, and work-
force (and employment) development in terms of edu-

cation and skills requirements.  
 

Local Food Networks: Food Localization as a 
Sustainability Strategy  
April 21, 2009, 11:30 -12:30PM ðLocalization strate-

gies often characterize sustainability efforts. And noth-
ing is more central to our lives than the food that we 

eat. Building a local sustainable food economy has im-

plications related to local spending choices, nutrition 
and health, developing strong linkages between rural 

and urban areas, creating local jobs, land use patterns, 
and regenerating community. Learn about this rapidly 

growing sustainability strategyðthrough examples and 

best practicesðand how it is helping to reshape our 
food system and our communities.  

 

Sustainability Indicators and Measurement  
May 19, 2009, 11:30 -12:30PM ðItôs one thing to 

pass a resolution to become a sustainable community 
or adopt a corporate sustainability policy and another 

to make steady progress toward that end. How do 
you gauge overall health and long-term sustainability? 

Sustainability indicators use data to measure that pro-

gress. The resulting information can be used to raise 
awareness about community health, the environment, 

social well being and economic development. Learn 
about an array of indicator models across the country  

and how they are used as a basis for further policy 

development, funding targets, and improved activities 
and strategies to promote sustainability.  

 

Community Organizing for Sustainability  
June 16, 2009, 11:30 -12:30PM ðWhere does a 

community start if it is interested in organizing for 
sustainability? Who takes the lead? What are the 

roles of local governments, local businesses, and local 
organizations? Do we need a ñfire soulò to lead the 

effort? Why do some communities seem to move for-

ward while others donôt? Is it easier to pursue sus-
tainability in urban versus rural areas? This session 

explores these questions and offers examples that 
include study circles, early adopter projects, compre-

hensive planning, and local sustainability alliances. 
 

 



UW-Extension, Martenson and Eisele, 
and UW-Fox Valley are co- hosting a web
-based series on Community Sustainabil-
ity.  People define sustainability differ-
ently depending upon context; this series 
explores sustainability as it relates simul-
taneously to the social, economic and 
environmental aspects of our communi-
ties.  Each webinar session will connect 
participants with presenters via audio and 
internet, and allow discussion with other 
participants from around the state and 
country.  
 

Who Should Attend:   
We especially want to encourage atten-
dance by local elected and appointed offi-
cials, business leaders, and economic 
development professionals who are work-
ing on sustainability, economic develop-
ment and quality of life issues in their 
community. 
 
Conference Sessions:   
This nine-session web-conference will 
use WisLine Web Conference technology 
(an audio-visual delivery mode powered 
by Microsoft Office® Live Meeting and 
utilizing a web browser and telephone 
line.)  If you have not used Microsoft Of-
fice® Live Meeting, please check with 
your computer support person. 
 
 

The 2008-09 Series is being co-sponsored by 
the UW-Extension Sustainability and Energy 

Teams and the Center for Community & 
Economic Development 

2008 -09 Building Communities Series  
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If you are not able to participate at UW Fox 
Valley, you may participate at your desk by 

registering at:  
www.uwex.edu/ces/cced/building_community.cfm  
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While you can participate in the series at your of-
fice, we encourage you to join other local elected 
and appointed officials, business leaders and eco-
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�O�H�D�U�Q�L�Q�J�´���V�L�W�H���D�W���8�:�± Fox Valley  at 1478 Midway 
Road in Menasha.  Immediately following the we-
binar, you'll have the chance to have a face-to-
face discussion of the topic where you can share 
your experiences and learn from others.  There is 
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of this is possible because of the series sponsor-
ship by the Calumet, Outagamie, and Winnebago 
County Extension Offices, Martenson & Eisele, 
Inc., and our newest partner, UW-Fox Valley.  
 
Please allow yourself sufficient time to park 
and find the room.  Each Session will run from 
11:30-12:30 and be followed by a brief discussion 
with the group 
 
To register �I�R�U���W�K�H���³�S�H�H�U-�O�H�D�U�Q�L�Q�J�´���V�L�W�H�����F�R�Q�W�D�F�W��
Jonathan Bartz, Martenson & Eisele, Inc. at 920-
731-0381 or email at jonb@martenson-eisele.com.  
 
For additional program information, contact: 
Mary Kohrell, Calumet County UWEX Community    
Development Educator �²  920-849-1450 x 3 
 
Catherine Neiswender, Winnebago County UWEX 
Community Development Educator �²  920-232-1970  
 
Jim Resick, Outagamie County Extension Community 
Development Educator �²  920-832-5122 
 
Joy Perry, UW-Fox Valley �²  920-832-2653 

New Day, New Time, New 

Location�³  

Same Great Program! 


