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Cooperative Extension 
University of WisconsinðExtension 

Dear 4-H Families, 

 
4-H Volunteers inspire by example. Across the United States, 
Wisconsin, and Portage County, 4-H Volunteers make a positive 
difference in young peopleôs lives.  They help youth to develop 
skills and to give back to their community.  They serve as role 
models, teachers and advisers. They plan, create, encourage, 
mentor, model values, build relationships, listen, and gather 
resources.  They give their time, talent, energy, ideas, and 
resources. 
 
 
Nationally, 4-H has 440,000 adult volunteers, Wisconsin has 14,000 and Portage County 4-H has 93 adult 
volunteers.  The positive impact that these volunteers make on the youth in our communities is seen when a 
child is able to repair an engine motor, develop a computer program, run a meeting, give a demonstration, or 
any of the dozens of skills that are learned in 4-H.  The positive impact is heard when a young person 
explains at an interview how their 4-H experience influenced their career path.  It is felt from the glow on a 
childôs face when they build new friendships.  It is witnessed when young people provide community service 
in response to an identified need.  4-H volunteers make it all possible through inspiring by example. A special 
salute goes out to 4-H volunteers this month in recognition of National Volunteer Appreciation Week. I 
encourage you to let the volunteers in your life know that you appreciate them.  
 
Thanks to Fond du Lac County and Dodge County 

 

 
Plant Sale Fundraiser .  This plant sale is a joint fundraiser between each club 
and the 4-H Leaders Association.  The money raised will be split 50-50 between 
the club and the Leaders Association.  Plat Book sales no longer earn enough to 
support the cost of literature, awards, trips and camp.  It would be great if each 
member would make a genuine effort to sell at least two plants.  Thank you for 

your participation in this fundraiser!   
 
 
 
 
 

Connie Creighton 
UW-Extension Portage County 
4-H Youth Development Agent 
connie.creighton@ces.uwex.edu 
www.uwex.edu/ces/cty/portage/ 
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JOIN US AT THE  
PORTAGE COUNTY 

UW-EXTENSION 
OPEN HOUSE 

ON 
APRIL 27 

3:00τ6:00 PM 
 

See Enclosed Brochure  
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MARK YOUR CALENDAR ! ! !  

APRIL 
 
1  LAST DATE FOR PROJECT CHANGES  
15 Managerial Contracts Due UW -Extension  
16  Market Animal Committee Meeting, 7:30 pm, Room 2, Courthouse Annex  
19- 25 National Volunteer Week  
20  4-H Leaders Board Meeting, 7:00 pm, Courthouse Annex, Room 2   
23  Meat Animal Quality Assurance (MAQA), Courthouse Annex, Rooms 1 & 2  
23  Plant SaleñDate to get flower sales numbers to Brenda Fletcher  
24   Area Animal Science Days Preliminary Registration Deadline at UW -Extension Office  
25  Swine Weigh -on Market Animal Project, Amherst Fairgrounds, 9 -10:30 am 
 
 

MAY 
 
1  DEADLINE TO REGISTER FOR SUMMER CAMP  
2 State 4 -H Horse Bowl Competition, Wausau  
16 Lamb Weigh-On, Amherst Fairgrounds  
18 4-H Leaders Association Meeting, Courthouse Annex, 7:00 pm, Room 1  
18 4-H Teen Leaders Meeting, Courthouse Annex, 7:00 pm, Room 2  

20 4-H Market Animal Sale Promotion Meeting, Courthouse Annex, Rooms 1 & 2, 7:30 pm  
21 Market Animal Committee Meeting, 7:30 pm, Courthouse Annex, Room 2  
30 June Dairy Day Work Form Due to Theresa Peters  
  

 

JUNE  
 
1 Amherst Fair Entry Forms Due ñTim Pederson, Amherst  

5 Special Olympics, UW -Stevens Point  
11-12 Junior 4 -H Summer Camp, Central WI Environmental Station  
14-16 Intermediate 4 -H Summer Camp, Upham Woods 
15 4-H Leaders Board Meeting, 7:00 pm, Courthouse Annex, Room 2  
15 All State Fair Entry Forms Due to UW -Extension Office  
20 June Dairy Day, Pat & Carol Slattery Farm, Rudolph  

22-27 Tractor Safety Classes  

26  Area Animal Science Days, Waupaca County  

27 Clothing Revue, CenterPoint Market Place  

"Not everything that counts can be counted; and not everything that can be counted counts."  
                                                                                                                                                 - Albert Einstein 

Amherst Fair  
Theme 

 
The Amherst Fair has a 

theme again this year.  It is 
ñChristmas in December.ò 



ADULT LEADERS  

Celebrating People in Action  is the theme for 

National Volunteer Week April 19-25, 2009.  We are 
fortunate here in Portage County to have a great group of 
volunteer leaders in our 4-H Program.  Take time this 
week to thank a volunteer.  Thank the leader who taught 
you to sew, who helped you with your meeting, who 
coached or judged you, who chaperoned you on a trip, 
who helped you with a project, who supported you and 
took time out of their life to make a difference in yours.  
Thank them for all of the hard work they do.  
 

VOLUNTEERS, YOU MAKE A DIFFERENCE IN 

OUR WORLD AND IN OUR COMMUNITY  

THANK YOU!   

Plant Sale Fundraiser  
 

A greenhouse quality plant sale 
fundraiser is being held once again.   
This is a joint fundraiser between 
each club and the 4-H Leaders 
Association of Portage County.  We 
are encouraging each 4-H member 
to sell at least 2 plants.  The money 
raised from this fundraiser will be 
split 50-50 between the club and 
the Leaders Association.  How the club chooses to spend 
this money will be up to them.  The money earned and 
given to the Leaders Association will be used to offset the 
rising costs of literature, trips, awards, and camps. 
 

By this time, every 4-H family should have received an 
information packet from the General Leader of your club.  
You have until April 23rd to sell the plants.  Please collect 
the money as you sell the plants, as we have to pay for 
the plants when they arrive.  Have checks made 
payable to your club.   By April 23

rd
, please turn in your 

orders to the designated person in your club that will 
summarize all of the orders and turn in a total number of 
plants needed for the club to Brenda Fletcher.  Please 
have your totals to Brenda Fletcher on April 23

rd
.  She 

has to place the grand total order in to the wholesale 
company on April 24

th
 to lock in our prices price and to 

make sure we receive the plants mid-May.  The numbers 
can be emailed to Brenda Fletcher at 
blfletch65@yahoo.com.  You can also call her cell phone 
at 715-498-1994. 
 

Please remember that the Plat Book sales no longer earn 
enough to keep supporting the cost of the literature, trips, 
awards, and camps.  We either need to supplement that 
income or make cuts to our programs.  The 2008 plant 
sale was awesome!  A total of 824 plants were soldðup 
117 plants over 2007.  The profit was $4,094 which was 
split equally between the clubs and the Leaders 
Associationðthat was an increase of $840 in profits. 
   

Contact the 4-H Office if you have any questions. 
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June Dairy Day ñJune 20, 2009  
Pat and Carol Slattery Farm, Rudolph  

 

The June Dairy Committee needs the help of your 
club for waiting on tables, garbage patrol, and/or setting 
up a dairy promotion display. 
 

Please fill out the form on page 23 of the newsletter 
and send it to Theresa Peters by May 30, 2009 . 
 

A June Dairy Brunch brochure is an 
insert in this Newsletter.  

Contact the Portage County UW-
Extension Office for tips to protect your 

new plants from pest damage or visit 
online at www.learningstore.uwex.edu  

2009 Special Olympics  
 

Youth and adult volunteers are needed to work 
at the Arts & Crafts tent for Special Olympics on 
Friday morning, June 5, 2009. 
 

If interested, please contact the Portage 
County UW -Extension Office by May 22nd at 
346-1316. 

Thank you.  

June Dairy Month Kits  
Dairy Promotion  

 

The Wisconsin Milk Marketing Board has put together a 
June Dairy Month packet to assist you in planning your 
June Dairy Month activities.  Also included is information 
regarding the 2009 4-H Dairy Promotion Contest.  
Scrapbooks/reports are due in the Extension Office 
by September 15.  
 

All clubs submitting reports will receive a $35 gift 
certificate for Wisconsin Milk Marketing Board materials 
with the top club receiving $60.  Recognition will take 
place at the Awards Program in November.   
 

Pick up your club packet at the Extension Office.  

mailto:blfletch@myfam.com


$$  Milk Moola  $$ 
 

Keep saving the bag tops and bottle caps from 
Kwik Tripôs Natureôs Touch and Kwik Quencher 
products as well as the price  
ovals from 
Glazer Donuts.  
 
Turn them in at your club meeting or bring them 
to the Portage County UW -Extension Office.  
 

What an easy way to make money for the 
organization!  
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2009 4-H Ambassadors  
Katelyn Rutz and Afton Wierzba  

 

Running out of ideas for club presentations?  How about 
inviting an Ambassador to your club?  They are available 
for club meetings, presentations, or group functions.  
Contact the UW-Extension Office for more information at 
346-1320. 

Portage County Literacy Council  
Mission:  To help Portage County adults develop 
basic math and English literacy skills necessary to 
achieve economic self -sufficiency and 
community integration.  
 

Located in Stevens Point, the Literacy 
Council offers Portage County adults and 
their families appropriate literacy 
instruction through volunteer tutors or 
small classes. 
 

The Literacy Council also has volunteer opportunities 
available for those who are willing to spend two hours a 
week working one-to-one with learners. 
 
For information: 
   PCLC Tutor/Learner Resource Center 
   1052 Main St., Suite 104 
   Stevens Point, WI 54481-2848 
   Phone:  715-345-5341 
   Email:  pclc@pocolit.org 
   Website:  www.pocolit.org 

Game Bag  
 
If you need new ideas for 
games and activities at your 
club meetings, stop at the 4-H 
office and look over the ideas 
in the game bag.  It was 
brought back from the 2007 

North Central Regional Volunteer Forum and has a lot of 
fun, interacting, problem solving activities in it. 

 Call for 2009 -10 High School 
Exchange Host Applications  
Interested in a longer hosting experience? Hereôs a great 
opportunity! A 16-year-old girl from Kyrgyzstan is coming 
to Wisconsin 4-H for the 2009-2010 school year. Renataôs 
hobbies include music in all forms - she plays violin, is in 
choir and loves listening to music. Other fun activities she 
enjoys are playing ultimate Frisbee, badminton and other 
sports, hiking, biking, and running. She also enjoys 
reading, chess, cooking, gardening, volunteering, playing 
with pets and taking care of her kitties. This student is 
excited to learn more about American culture and 
traditions and share her own culture.  
  

Other students will soon be announced so if youôd like to 
host a student with other interests, that may become a 
possibility! Please consider hosting this Future Leaders 
Exchange student through the C.S.I.E.T. approved 4-H 
High School Exchange Program. Students arrive in August 
and depart in May or June.  
  

Requirements are that families have a genuine interest in 
hosting, are flexible and willing to spend time with the 
student, and have an extra bed available (not necessarily 
an extra room). All adults in the family must be certified 4-
H volunteers. Previous hosting experience is not required. 
A host brother or sister of high school age is not a 
prerequisite and young or retired couples involved as 4-H 
leaders are also urged to apply. Contact the 4-H 
International Programs office immediately for more 
information.  
  

For additional information and applications  check out 
Wisconsin 4-H International Programs website at http://
www.uwex.edu/ces/4h/onlinpro/international.cfm . 
Questions? Contact your County 4-H Office staff or call WI 
4-H International Programs at (608) 262-2491 or (608) 262
-1557 (e-mail kay.hobler@ces.uwex.edu 

International Hosting Opportunities 
Available This Summer!  
Japanese and South Korean youth are making plans to 
visit Wisconsin for one month this summer to learn more 
about our families and the way we live. We currently have 
girls and boys ages 12-15 needing homes from July 26- 
August 22. Share American culture with them by 
providing a welcoming home and sharing your family and 
cultural background as well as getting to know about their 
lives, families and culture. Host families with youth 
between the ages of 10-14 are needed at this time. 
Adults: interested in a shorter period? Host an adult 
advisor from Japan or Korea for two weeks during their 
visit. All delegates should be assigned by May 1

st 
so 

hurry and send your application today for the best 
possible host brother or sister match! Program 
information and applications are available on the 
Wisconsin 4-H website at http://4h.uwex.edu/onlinpro/
international.cfm . Questions? Contact your County 
International Exchange Coordinator, County 4-H Office 
staff, or call WI 4-H International Programs at (608)262-
9605 or (608)262-1557 (e-mail 

http://www.uwex.edu/ces/4h/onlinpro/international.cfm
http://www.uwex.edu/ces/4h/onlinpro/international.cfm
http://4h.uwex.edu/onlinpro/international.cfm
http://4h.uwex.edu/onlinpro/international.cfm
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TEEN LEADERS  

TEEN LEADER MEETING  
Monday, May 18, 2009  

7:00 pm, Conf. Rm 2, Courthouse 
Annex Building  

 

After the meeting we will go to 
Beltôs.  The Teen Leaders will pay up 

to $3.00 per member for a Beltôs treat. 
 

The Teen Leaders meet on the third Monday of every 
other month.  All 4-H teens Grade 7 and older as of 
January 1, 2009 are invited to attend the meetings. 

Come join in the fun!  

Seeking Stellar Camp Counselors  
 

The Operation Military Kids program is coordinating a 
camp this summer at Upham Woods for military youth 
grades 3-5, August 23-25 and youth grades 6-9, August 
26-29.  We're looking for stellar camp counselors  who 
might be interested in spending a week serving as role 
models and mentors and leading and participating in 
activities like campfires, archery, orienteering, arts and 
crafts, flag ceremonies, games, swimming, and much 
more!  A camp counselor training will be held June 19-20 
at Camp Upham Woods.  Counselors must be able to 
attend all components, June 19 -20 and August 23 -29. 
 

A brochure, camp counselor recruitment/information 
page, application and more information about Operation 
Military Kids can be found at www.uwex.edu/ces/4h/
omk   If you have questions feel free to contact Laura 
Pettersen, laura.pettersen@ces.uwex.edu or Pam 
Hobson, pamela.hobson@ces.uwex.edu .  Deadline to 
submit applications is May 15. 

TAKE YOUR DAUGHTERS AND SONS  
TO WORK 

 

Thursday  -  APRIL 23, 2009  
 

www.daughtersandsonstowork.org/  

Saddle and Sirloin Club Offers Up  
To Five $100 Awards for Beginning  
4-H or FFA Swine Project Members  

 

The University of Wisconsin-Madison Saddle and Sirloin 
Club would like to announce the annual Saddle and 
Sirloin Club Swine Project Awards.  Up to five awards of 
$100 each will be awarded to first or second year swine 
project members. 
 

The Swine Project Awards were introduced to help 
beginning 4-H or FFA members get started in the swine 
industry.  To be eligible, an applicant must be a first or 
second year swine project member, 9-18 years old and a 
Wisconsin resident.  The completed application is due 
postmarked on or before Friday, April 24, 2009.  
 

The award application can be found online at 
www.uwsaddlesirloin.com.  For any additional information 
on the Swine Project Awards, please contact Saddle and 
Sirloin Swine Award Chair Becky Keel at (920) 344-9007 
or by email at rbkeel@wisc.edu. 

SCHOLARSHIPS / GRANTS  

The Portage County Health Care Center received 
springtime decorations made by the Stevens Point 
Area Miracles 4-H Club.  Pictured are Mira Melcher of 
the PCHCC Activities Office and Kora Stanley, 
President of the Stevens Point Area Miracles. 

Free Web Site Launched to Help 
Immigrants Learn English  

 

The U.S. Department of Education launched U.S.A. 
Learns, a free Web site to help immigrants learn English. 
The Web site, which is located at www.USALearns.org, 
provides approximately 11 million adults who have low 
levels of English proficiency with easily accessible and 
free English language training. 

COMMUNITY SERVICE  
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