PO RTAG E CO U NTY Editor: Conni_e C_reighton

Layout & Design: Pat Tepp

4- H COURIER ¢Ektension

Bi-Monthly Portage County 4 -H Newsletter Cooperative Extension

University of Wisconsind Extension

December 2008 / January 2009

Dear 4-H Families and Friends:

One of the really great things about being a part of 4-H is that you become part of a large organization of friends who
enjoy learning and helping others. Our 4-H members are known for their generosity. During these challenging economic
times bringing that generous spirit forward can be especially important to our neighbors and community. Volunteering
can be one of the most rewarding gifts we can give to our community. Whether it's an individual effort made to shovel
snow from an older neighbor's driveway or a group effort to conduct a clothing drive or work at a meal site, many people
and organizations are especially in need of assistance during the holiday season.

Volunteering is one way to form bonds with others in our community, both by helping people we might not otherwise
meet and by getting to know other volunteers who we work with on service projects.

Ideas for volunteering:

% Offer to take shopping or shop for a neighbor or acquaintance who may have trouble getting around alone.
% Visit someone who may be alone during the holidays, or invite people who are alone to your home to eat a meal
or help decorate their house.
% Make holiday cards or go caroling for people at a nursing home or in the hospital.
% Contact Operation Bootstrap and adopt a family for the holidays.
% Organize a drive or fundraising campaign for a local charity or cause.
During the holidays, drives often collect food, toys and winter clothing.

% Ring the bell for the Salvation Army. INSIDE THIS ISSUE .

You need to ask yourself, your family or your club what you feel your time and resources will Sg‘:%’:}{a;un
allow. Fundraiser

Adult Leaders
Happy Holidays!! | want to wish everyone a safe and happy holiday. Please be careful both FEREERFEEREE
in the home and out on the road. Scholarship/Grants
Club Reports
Horse -N-Pony
Animal Science
Natural Science
Cultural Arts
Leaders Banquet
Awards Program
Leader Minutes

Sincerely,

Connie Creighton

4-H Youth Development Agent
Portage County UW-Extension
connie.creighton@ces.uwex.edu

EORMS
. Adult & Youth Ag Leader
http://www.uwex.edu/ces/cty/portage/4h/index.html Committee Sign Up

Teen Member Application
4-H Dairy Leadership Award
Camp Counselor Application

December 15The last dayto turn in Kwik Trip Milk Moola Managerial Agreement
Bag Tops and Bottle Caps to UWExtension Office.
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DECEMBER

1 New Enrollments Due - UW-Extension Office

2 NEW Adult Leader Training , 7 -9:00 p.m., Courthouse Annex, Room 2

11 Club Officer Training, 7 -8:30 p.m. Courthouse Annex, Rooms 1 & 2

12 Teen Winter Camp Registrations Due

13 Bell Ringing for Salvation Army, Shopko -Plover, 10:00 a.m.

13 Holiday Basket Shopping, Shopko -Plover

15 Deadline to sign up for the Market Animal Project

15 Deadline to turn in Kwik Trip Milk Moola Bag Tops and Bottle Caps

24 & 25 Office Closed, Christmas Holiday

29 Roller Skating and Pizza Party, Skate City, Wisconsin Rapids, 6 -8:30 p.m.
JANUARY N YE R
1 Of fice Closed, New Yeards Day Observed
2 Trips and Awards applications due in the UW -Extension Office

8 Leaders Board Budget Meeting, 7:00 p.m., Courthouse Annex, Room 3

8 Market Animal Project Kick -Off Mtg., 7:30 p.m., Courthouse Annex, Rooms 1 & 2
9 4-H Agriculture Adult and Youth Leadership Awards Nomination Forms Due

13 NEW Adult Leader Training, 7 -9:00 p.m., Courthouse Annex, Room 2

15 Market Animal Committee Meeting, Courthouse Annex, Room 2

16-18 Winter Camp for 4 -H Teens, Upham Woods

19 4-H Leaders Association Meeting, 7:00 p.m., Courthouse Annex, Room 1

19 Teen Association Meeting, 7:00 p.m., Courthouse Annex, Room 2

21 Interviews for Trips & Awards, 5 -9:00 p.m., Courthouse Annex, 2nd Floor
FEBRUARY

2 Summer Camp Counselor Application due in UW -Extension Office

2 Family Winter Party, 6 -8:00 p.m., lverson Park

9 Market Animal Practical Applications Mtg., 7:30 p.m., Courthouse Annex, Rooms 1 & 2
16 Leaders Board Meeting, 7:00 p.m., Courthouse Annex, Room 2

19 Market Animal Committee Meeting, Courthouse Annex, Room 2

21 State Meat Judging Contest, UW -Madison, River Falls Meat Lab

26 New Family Orientation, 7 -8:30 p.m., Courthouse Annex, Rooms 1 & 2

Thought for the Day!
iThe most i mportant thing about motivation

d Francie Larrieu Smith
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HOLIDAY FUN!

4- H TEEN WINTER CAMP

January 16 -18, 2009
Registration Deadline is December 12, 2008

Portage and Waupaca Counties will once again have
winter camp together. This is for teens 7th grade and up
as of January 1, 2009.

Winter Camp is a great time to make new friends,
reacquaint yourself with old friends, participate in hands-
on leadership programs, environmental programs, and
engage in outdoor activities, like cross country skiing, ice
skating, hiking, snow shoeing or tobogganing (all weather
permitting).

Group transportation to Camp will be provided leaving
Plover at 6:00 p.m. Friday and returning about 12:30 p.m.
Sunday.

Cost: $30.00 which includes transportation, lodging and
meals. Please register and pay by December 12,

2008. Registration form was in the October/November
Newsletter. Make checks payable to: Portage County 4-
H Leaders Association.

Chaperones Needed : This camp will not be possible
unless we have adult chaperones.
Portage County UW-Extension office if you are available
to chaperone.

BELL RINGING &
OLIDAY BASKET SHOPP ING FOR
OPERATION BOOTSTRAP
Saturday, December 13

Teen Leaders shopping and wrapping for the Holiday
Basket will take place on Saturday, December 13.
Please meet at the Plover Shopko entrance at 9:45
a.m. Some of the teens will go shopping and some will
be ringing the bell for the Salvation Army from 10 am to
12 Noon. The Holiday Basket will be delivered following
a sub sandwich lunch.

If you have a Santa hat, please bring it!!!

By-Laws
i - f
All 4-H clubs are required to have written by-laws. |

UW-
ou have not given & copy of your by-lawsntca)1 sthpeossible.
éxtension Office yet, please do so as so0

. " aws,
If you need guidelines to help in wntm% égg tc));r/ law
contact Connie Creighton at 715-346-
connie.creighton@ces.uwex.edu.
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Please contact the A=

FAMILY & FRIENDS ROLL ER SKATING

AND PIZZA PARTY
Monday, December 29, 2008

The Portage County 4-H Rollerskating party
will be held at Skate City in Wisconsin Rapids
on Monday, December 29, 2008, from 6:00-
8:30 p.m. This is open to all 4-H members,
families and friends. The rink is closed to the
general public that nightd it will be just our group.

The cost is $6.00 per person. Inline skate rental is an
additional $1.00. This includes admission, skates, and
one hour of all you can eat pizza and soda. For adults
who want to eat and drink but not skate, the cost is
$3.00 per person. You are welcome to bring your own
skates if desired (the cost is still $6.00).

This is a great post-Christmas outing. Hope to see you
there!

Skate City is located on Hwy 54 on the east side of
Wisconsin Rapids, right behind Mark Motors.
Cancellations because of the weather will be announced
on WSPT and WYTE radio stations.

FAMILY WINTER PARTY
obogganing, Sledding, Ice Skating
Monday, February 2, 2009

The 4-H Teen Leaders will once again be hosting a family
sledding party at Iverson Park in Stevens Point on
Monday, February 2, 2009, from 6-8 pm. This is fun for
the whole family!! Please bring warm clothes,

saucers, sleds, ice skates. Toboggans will be provided.
The teens will provide hot chocolate and hot dogs.

Each family is to bring a snack/treat to share.

PARENTS AND ADULT LE ADERS ARE NEEDED TO
SUPERVISE THE SLEDDING HILL.

Wisconsin Operation Military Kids

www.uwex.edu/ces/4h/omk

During our holiday preparations, let keep in the mind
Operation Military Kids (OMK), a nationwide initiative
designated to provide support to the children and youth of
families that are impacted by the Global War on
Terrorism.

OMK is issuing a challenge to each county! In order to
help support children and families experiencing
deployments they are inviting 4-H clubs to write letters
(examples will be available at www.uwex.edu/ces/4h/
omk) which will be placed in Hero Packs and given to
children with a family member deploying. If each county
produced 25 letters we'd be close to gathering 2000
letters!

The above website has a wealth of information for both
military families and to educate the general public.
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FUNDRAISER

Thanks for all your help!!!

KWIK TRIP MILK MOOLA BAG TOPS

The LAST DAY to turntheminis
DECEMBER 15, 2008.

Thank you to all who supported this
fundraiser.

Robotics Project

The National 4-H Robotics Curriculum (Product numbers
BU-08364, BU-08365, BU-08366) is no longer available
for sale. This curriculum was designed around a
specific LEGO platform that has been eliminated by the
manufacturer. National 4-H Headquarters and National
4-H Council are working together to address the current
gap in the area of Robotics.

RECEIVE A FREE PARENTING BOOK

ON TEENS. Extension Human Development
Specialist Dr. Stephen Small and graduate student
Rebecca Mather are looking for parents of preteens and
teens between the ages of 11 and 16 who are interested
in learning more about raising teenagers. Parents are
invited to take part in a fun and educational project.
Those who take part in this project will receive a free best
-selling parenting book and will be asked to respond to
two short surveys regarding the book and their parenting
experience. Some parents will also be asked to take part
in a telephone discussion group about the book. If you
are interested in learning more about this project, please
email Becky Mather at rmather@wisc.edu or call (608)
862-3180.

2009 Century or Sesqguicentennial
Farm or Home Application

Application Deadline _: March 1, 2009

Farms or homes with 100 or 150 years of continuous
ownership through the year 2009 will be recognized at a
special breakfast program during the WI State Fair,
August 6-16, 2009. Details of the event will be mailed to
accepted applicants by mid-June. (Only one certificate
will be issued per property.)

Contact the Portage County UW-Extension Office for
additional information and an application.
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Wisconsin State Fair Youth Expo
Coordinator Needed

W1 State Fair Agriculture Department is seeking an
organized, detail-oriented individual to serve as Youth
Expo Coordinator. Coordinator is responsible for all non-
animal youth programs at WI State Fair including Youth
Exhibits, Activity Stations, Demonstrations, Clothing
Revue, Mini Drama and Music performances. Ideal
candidates would have experience with various youth
organizations such as 4-H, FFA and Scouts. Thisis a
limited term part-time position, some year-round time
commitments. Position is part of WI State Fair Agriculture
Department with flexible office locations and hours.

Application Deadline : January 1, 2009

Detailed position description at www.wistatefair.com
(click on Employment) or email Brian Bolan, Wisconsin
State Fair Agriculture Director at
brian.bolan@wisconsin.gov__ or call 414.266.7050.

New Media Collection Titles

Coop Extension Media Collection added a list of new
titles in recent months. If you wish to borrow any of them,
please contact the Portage County UW-Extension Office.
To see everything currently available from the Media
Collection, check out the online catalog. Go to
www.uwex.edu/ces/mediaand cl i ck on
Gu i dYod may search by title or subject area. In
addition please
where youdl |
collection.

find a |ist of

ADULT LEADERS

Attention: NEW Club, Project or
Activity Leaders

Wisconsin 4-H Association policy requires that all NEW
leaders attend a two-hour orientation/training, sign a list
of volunteer behavior guidelines, and authorize a
confidential records check through the Department of
Justice.

The following classes are being offered at the
Courthouse Annex Building 9 from 7:00-9:00 pm.

December 2, 2008 & Conf. Rm 5 (3rd floor)
January 13, 2009 6 Conf. Rm 2 (1st floor)

Please pre -register at least one week before the
training by contacting Connie Creighton at 346
or connie.creighton@ces.uwex.edu.

-1320

If no one registers for a class, it will be cancelled
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4-H Leaders Board
DECEMBER Meeting Rescheduled

BUDGET Meeting Set
Thursday, January 8, 20096 7:00 pm
Conference Room 3, Courthouse Annex-1st Floor

At this meeting we will be drafting the 2009
budget.

There is no Leaders Board Meeting in
December .

4-H Agriculture Leader of the Year
Award

This award is given out by the Portage County Agri-
Business Committee (a member of the Portage County
Business Council). If you know of a deserving 4-H
leader (must be a current leader) or if you are such a
person, please contact the Portage County UW-
Extension for a nomination form.

The form must be returned to the Extension Office by
January 9, 2009 . The award will be presented at the
Portage County Agri-Business Banquet on March 9th.

2009 4-H International Programs

Outbound Travel Opportunities
For Youth and Adult Leaders

Applications are due January 1, 2009

Visit the WI 4-H International website
at :http://www.uwex.edu/ces/4h/
onlinpro/international.cfm for more
information and applications.

County Fair Judges Training
January 12, 2009
Chula Vista Resort, Wisconsin Dells

Here is an opportunity for County Fair Judges in Dept 18,
25, 26 and 27 (Stitchery, Drawing and Painting, Basketry,
Ceramics, Leathercraft, Foods and Food Preservation
and Clothing) to get updates and training for the next fair
season. Here is a chance to pick up training in several
project areas all in one day.

Please reqister by December 30 . Registration fee is
$15 per person which includes lunch and printed
materials. Please contact the Portage County UW-
Extension Office for an agenda and registration form.
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New Family Orientation Night
Thursday, February 26, 2009 - 7-8:30 p.m.

Joining 4-H can be a confusing time for families.
What goes on my enroliment from? What does the UW-
Extension Office do? How old do | have to be to
participate in that activity? How much does it cost? Etc.

Come to New Family Orientation Night on
Tuesday, February 26" from 7-8:30 p.m. in Conference
Rooms 1& 2 of the Courthouse Annex Building, 1462
Strongs Avenue, Stevens Point. | am also looking for
adult leaders and youth leaders to help with the
orientation.

Pre-registration is required.  Please call or
email me at connie.creighton@ces.uwex.edu or 346-
1320 if you are interested in participating or attending.
A minimum of six people are needed to hold the
training. Adults and Youth are invited.
Refreshments will be provided.

TEEN LEADERS

Teen Calendar Events

December
12 Winter Camp Sign Up Deadline
11  Club Officer Training
13 Bell Ringing
13 Holiday Basket Shopping
29 Roller Skating & Pizza Party

January
16-18 Winter Camp for Teens

19 Teen Leader Assn Meetingd
Pizza & Games after meeting
21  Trips & Awards Interviews

February
2 Family Winter Party, Iverson

Club Officer Training
Thursday, December 11, 20086 7:00-8:30 p.m.
County Annex Building, Conference Room 1 & 2

This training is designed to help presidents, vice-
presidents, secretaries, treasurers, reporters, and
historians understand their roles as officers and the
importance of teamwork, as well as how they can work
to make the club more successful. All 4 -H club
officers are expected to attend. _ Refreshments
will be offered.

| realize that some clubs will not have chosen their 2009
officers by then, but please send current officers and
youth interested in becoming officers.
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Bell Ringing & Holiday

Basket Shopping
Saturday, December 13

S
W
Teen Leaders shopping and wrapping for

the Holiday Basket will take place on Saturday,
December 13th. Please meet at the Plover Shopko
entrance at 9:45 a.m. Some of the teens will go
shopping and some will be ringing the bell for the
Salvation Army from 10 am to 12 Noon. The Holiday

Basket will be delivered following a sub sandwich lunch.

If you have a Santa hat, please bring it!!!

4-H Youth Leadership in
Agriculture Award

The 4-H Leadership in Agricultural Award is an award
that is given to two deserving 4-H youth members for

their dedication to 4-H, their community and agriculture.

It will be presented by the Portage County Business
Council Agri-Business Committee at the Agri-Business
Banquet. Applications are due to the Extension

Office on January 9, 2009. Please contact the UW-
Extension Office if you have any questions or for an
application form.

JANUARY TEEN LEADER ASSOCIATION

MEETING

The next Teen Leader Association Meeting will
be Monday, January 19, 2009 at 7:00 pm in
Conference Room 2 of the Courthouse Annex.

ALL TEENS IN GRADE 7 -13 ARE INVITED!
Pizza & games to follow the business meeting.

Donot mi t he

:’

Trips and Awards Applications

Fill out the enclosed Teen Member Application if you
would like to be interviewed to be considered for the
following trips or awards:

Wisconsin 4-H & Youth Conference
National 4-H Congress

American Spirit Leadership Program
Citizenship Washington Focus

National 4-H Conference (2010)

Key Award

| Dare You Award

4-H Ambassador

S S

L 2R 2R 2 2R 2R 2% 2% 2
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TRIPS AND AWARDS APP LICATIONS continued

Remember, the application counts as 50% of your

total score . This is also available on the Portage County
4-H website at http://www.uwex.edu/ces/cty/
portage/4h/index.html

The application must be in the 4 -H Extension Office
by Friday, January 2, 2009 . The Committee will meet
soon after. County interviews willbe  Wednesday,
January 21 , 5-9 p.m. in the Portage County UW -
Extension Office.

Please indicate times you are available on top of
application.

Wisconsin 4 -H & Youth Conference
Requirements: 4-H members Grade 8"- 10™ at time of
selection; completed at least 1 year of 4-H; may only
attend as a delegate once.

When: June 15-18, 2009 - NEW DATE

Where: UW-Madison Campus

Your Cost : Approx. $100.00 (plus seminar fees)

4-H Leaders Association Costs:  $100-$125 (totall
program cost is approx. $200-$225)

Maximum Number: 5 delegates

If you are looking for a wide variety of activities, then this
is the trip for you. You will have many activities to
choose from. Seminars with subject areas ranging from
horses, music, dance, and acting to wetland and wildlife
by canoeing. Social events are provided to have fun,
mingle and meet other teens from across the state.

'National 4 -H Congress

Date: November 27-December 1, 2009

Where: Atlanta, Georgia

Ages: Grade 10-12 at time of selection. Maximum age 18
as of January 1, 2009. Members need to have completed
at least three years in 4-H.

Your Cost:  $350

4-H Leaders Association Costs:
cost is about $1000)

Maximum Number: 3 delegates
Delegates participate in self-development seminars,
tours, and a service project, while exchanging ideas with
youth from across the country. Seminars range from
ethics topics, career planning and organization to
diversity, character and success. Hands-on experiences
such as community service and cultural activities.

$650 (total program
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American Spirit Leadership Program National 4 -H Conference

Requirements : Grade 7- 9 at time of selection; Date: March-April 2010
completed at least 1 year of 4-H; available to share Where: Washington, D.C.
experience with other members upon return. Ages: 10th-12th grade during the program (i.e., grades 9-
When: June 18-25, 2009 11 apply). Maximum age 18 as of January 1, 2010.
Your Cost : $350.00 Members need to have completed at least 3 years in 4-H.
4-H Leaders Association Costs:  $620 (total program Your Cost:  $350
cost is about $970) 4-H Leaders Association Costs: ~ $750 (Total program
Maximum Number: 4 delegates cost is about $1100)
4-H members from thirteen counties are selected to Numbers: 2 delegates
participate in this pr ogr am.EachTourdyinghe stafa canménsnate tvg carditlateste s ar e
to increase the participant 6becoosiderad fosthedNatianald-¢ Cenferensem éthe fala n
heritage, observe the steps the colonists took to gain of 2009 candidates will receive the state application to fill
independence and freedom, a nodtfogteaveldn2glp if selpcted g5 ane pfthe G Staten t 6 s
leadership skills. delegates. The state will review all of the applications and

) o o ] select only 6 delegates to represent the state of
Delegates will tour many historical sites including Wisconsin. This is a special trip and not considered one
Concord and Lexington where the first shot of the of our major trip selections. Each participant selects an
American Revolution was fired, the Old North Church in issue (i.e., education, promotion, environment, violence)
Boston where the light announcing war had begun was and works with other youth from across the country to
hung, the site of.the Boston Tea Party when colonists develop plans to help direct future 4-H programming.
protested taxes imposed by England, and Independence Delegates spend the majority of time contributing to
Hall in Philadelphia where the Declaration of stimulating, task-oriented groups. One day is spent on
Independence was signed. The group will also visit the Capitol Hill meeting with legislators and touring.

Statue of Liberty, and interact with people portraying
Pilgrims in Plymouth. Other area sites seen are the

Liberty Bell, Il ndependence { ] v ss®6 home, and
Ellis Island. If possible delegates will have the opportunity FWIS&)OI’]SI’?’I %eﬁl Awsﬂj
to go whale watching on the Atlantic Ocean. Requirements: At least 10th grade of the current year; at

least 3 years of 4-H and 1 year of youth leadership.
Who: Up to 3 recipients

Highest state 4-H award offered - based on all 4-H work
done by the member since joining 4-H including youth

leadership.
Citizenship/Washington Focus "l Dare You" Award
Requirements: Grade 10 - 12 at time of selection; Requirements: 11th grade; leadership ability and
minimum age 15 at time of trip; at least 2 years of 4-H potential.
membership and 1 year of Youth Leadership; Available to Who: 2 recipients each year
share experiences with other members upon return. Recognizes character, balanced personal development,
Three youth will be selected. and excellence in leadership.
Tentative Dates: June 13-21, June 20-28, July 4-12 &
July 11-19, 2009 4-H Ambassador

Where: National 4-H Center in Washington D.C.

Your Cost : $350.00

4-H Leaders Association Costs:  $700 (total program
cost is about $1050)

Approximately 299 Wisconsin 4-H Youth are selected to
attend this leadership program held at the national 4-H
Center. Participants learn the importance of civic and
social responsibilities as they relate to the development
of better citizens and leaders. Several off-site
experiences are included such as the Gettysburg
battlefield, Mount Vernon, Arlington Cemetery, many

The Ambassador term will start in March. Ambassadors
will serve an active term of one year but will also be an
associate member of Ambassadors for the duration of
their 4-H membership.

Requirements : 6th grade or higher; leadership ability and
potential; personal appearance and poise; knowledge of 4-
H.

When: 4-H Ambassadors, serve a one year term
beginning in March.

Number: Up to 4 Ambassadors are chosen

national monuments. the Holocaust Museum Duties : Present the 4-H story at community activities and
Smithsonian museums, and much more. events and promote 4-H. o
Contact the UW -Extension Office if you have any
questions .
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