
 
Don’t miss this opportunity to learn about the latest technology for crop pro-
duction and handling. 
 
Tuesday morning, February 3rd, general sessions will focus on the challenge 
to feed the world, sustainability of farming, long-term trends for inputs and 
short-term realities, ―buy local‖ effects on national potato markets, interna-
tional marketing issues, and the United States Potato Board update.  After-
noon breakout sessions will focus on Seed Production, Agro-Ecology, and 
Technology and Production followed by the annual Wisconsin Seed Potato 
Improvement Association and WPVGA Associate Division reception. 
 
Wednesday morning’s general sessions will feature talks on current markets 
and farm credit, grain market updates, transportation infrastructure issues, 
bio-energy in the vegetable industry, disease management in storage, re-
ducing resistance problems with imidacloprid, and life cycle analysis of agri-
cultural soils.  After lunch, breakout topics cover Storage Management, 
Business Issues, Soil and Water Management, and new this year, Wiscon-
sin’s Annual Muck Meeting.  Additionally, there will be a grower panel dis-
cussion on Efficiencies Throughout the Growing Season.  In the evening, 
don’t miss the 60th annual WPVGA Associate Division banquet – followed 
by awards, cash prizes, and entertainment by comedian and impressionist 
John Bush. 
 
Our conference concludes Thursday morning with University of Wisconsin 
updates on disease, insect, and weed management strategies, as well as 
new varieties and crop management considerations.  At 1:00 PM is the Wis-
consin Potato and Vegetable Growers Association annual meeting. 
For more detailed program information, conference registration, and hotel 
information, check the Wisconsin Potato and Vegetable Growers Associa-
tion website www.wisconsinpotatoes.com or contact the Portage County 
UWEX office at 715-346-1316.  Early registration deadline is January 23, 
2009.  Send registration forms and payment to: Portage County UW-
Extension, 1462 Strongs Avenue , Stevens Point, WI 54481. 
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Do you struggle with marketing your grain?  Would you like to develop a marketing plan?  This three-
day workshop will focus around marketing your crops.  Topics that will be covered include:  determin-
ing cost of production, basis, cash forward contracts, hedging, options, price forecasting techniques, 
and developing a marketing plan. This program will be held at the Marshfield Agriculture Research 
Station on Mondays, February 9th, 16th, and 23rd from 10:00 AM to 3:00 PM.  The fee is $45 to 
cover the cost of meals and materials.  Pre-register by January 30th by contacting the Wood 
County Extension Office. 

Grain Marketing Workshop 
By:  Carla Hargrave 

The Clubs meet on the 1st Tuesday of the month from December through April at two locations: (1) 
Four Corners Restaurant, 8:30 a.m. (Hwy 49 and 21 by Auroraville, Waushara County; and (2) 
Vandy’s Lakeside Pub, 12:00 p.m. (N2811 Park Road, located on Little Green Lake, Green Lake 
County). 
  
This is a great opportunity to learn more about the current markets during this volatile time and tech-
niques to help you reduce your risks.   Participants in the Club will receive a free copy of the book 
Grain Marketing is Simple published by Ed Usset, Minnesota Grain Marketing Specialist.  The group 
will be discussing his thoughts on the 5 Common Mistakes in Grain Marketing, Pre-Harvest Marketing 
Plans and Post-Harvest Marketing Plans.  This is a great book with some helpful hints to help you 
become more successful in marketing your crops.  Don’t worry; it is not a text book.  The book was 
written for farmers and tackles this topic with some fun.   There will also be opportunities to share 
other ideas or concerns related to agriculture.  Breakfast or lunch will be Dutch treat. 
 
Please contact Carla Hargrave, Green Lake County, 920-294-4032, or Ken Williams, Waushara 
County, 920-787-0416, if you have any questions. 

             Grain Marketing Clubs 
               By:   Carla Hargrave 

             Horse Pasture Renovation 
              By:  Keith VanderVelde 

Is your horse pasture starting to look like a weed patch?   Would you like to renovate your existing 
horse pasture?   This three-hour workshop will focus around reseeding your pastures and effective 
weed control.  Topics that will be covered include:  determining the cost of reseeding, weed identifica-
tion and life cycle, renovation from frost seeding to complete renovation, weed control, rotational 
grazing, and fertilization of pastures. 
 
This program will be held at Jay-Mar, Inc., Plover, Wisconsin, just across the street from Menards on 
Saturday, March 14, 2009, from 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
 
Pre-register by March 7th at Jay-Mar, Inc. or call the UW-Extension Office for Marquette County at 
608-297-3141. 
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 The University of Wisconsin-Extension 
Livestock team will host the Annual Cattle Feed-
ers workshops in seven locations around the 
State the week of January 19, 2009. The work-
shops will provide valuable information to both 
Holstein and beef breed cattle feeders. The pro-
gram builds on the information provided in the 
2008 workshop of Producing Quality Holstein 
Steers. 
 Current economic conditions have in-
creased the need for producers to carefully man-
age risk and production. Topics focus on man-
aging production and price risk. Topics and 
speakers include: 
 ǅ Managing Feeder Calf Health from 450 
pounds through Finish; Dr. Charlie Stoltenow, 
North Dakota State Extension Beef Veterinarian. 
Dr. Stoltenow will address receiving programs 
for feeder cattle and managing common health 
problems from receiving through finish. 
 ǅ Low Cost and Effective Cattle Handling 

Facilities and Housing; Dr. David Kammel,  
UW-Extension Bio-Systems Engineer. ―You 
can’t manage what you can’t catch!‖ Dr. Kammel 
will share information on using and remodeling 
existing facilities and putting in place low cost, 
safe and efficient cattle handling facilities. He 
will also present information on utilizing existing 
facilities for housing finishing steers. 
 ǅ Risk Management Tools for Cattle 

Feeders; Dr. Brenda Boetel, UW Extension Live-
stock Economist. Dr. Boetel will present informa-
tion on risk management tools available for cat-
tle feeders to manage price risk on their cattle. 
She will also share information on input price 
risk tools. 
 This program is partially supported by a 
grant from the USDA Risk Management Agency.  
A nominal fee for each location to cover meals 
and local expenses for the program will be col-
lected. Please pre-register by contacting the 
host agent for the location you plan to attend. 
 The Marshfield meeting is scheduled for 
Wednesday, January 21, 2009; the program 
starts at 10 a.m. at The Belvedere, M329 State 
Hwy 97, Marshfield. Contact the Clark County 

UW-Extension Cattle Feeders Workshop to be Held  
January 21, 2009, in Marshfield 

By:  Keith VanderVelde 

State-Wide Cow-Calf Meeting 
March 25, 2009, in Waushara 

County 
By:  Keith VanderVelde 

Extension Office at 715-743-5121 or the Wood 
County Extension Office at 715-421-8440. 

 If you are in the cow-calf business, here is 
an on-farm event you will want to attend just be-
fore the calving season.  The UW-Extension Live-
stock Team will be hosting a series of beef cow-
calf meetings around the State, and March 25th is 
the date reserved for this meeting in our area.  
 The meeting will be held at the Shane 
Obrigewitch farm located 2 miles north of Berlin, 
WI, on State Highway 49.  The fire number is 
N785.  The meeting begins at 4:30 p.m. with a 
tour of the farm and looking at facilities and the 
livestock. Then, at 6:00 p.m., we will have a meal 
followed by presentations from UW-Extension 
Specialists and Agents.  
 Programs to be discussed include: Cost 
Control for Feed and Fertilizer, Country of Origin 
Labeling and Beef Quality Assurance, Dealing 
with the Market for Heavier Feeders, and The 
Economic Value of Cross Breeding.  To register 
for this event, contact the Marquette County Ex-
tension Office at 608-297-3141.  

 
 

Visit the Central Wisconsin Agricultural  

Specialization Team on the Web: 
 

http://www.uwex.edu/ces/cwas 
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Bringing the latest research-based information 
to dairy producers around the State, this year’s 
program includes the following topics: 
 
ǒ  Calf Barn Ventilation – A Breath of  Fresh Air 

Myth Busting Milk Routines 

Use of Sexed Semen on Wisconsin Dairy 

Farms 

Farm Business Management Strategies for  

Uncertain Times 
ǒ   Livestock Gross Margin for Dairy 
 
The program runs from 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.  
Cost is $25.00 per person to cover the meal, 
breaks, and materials.  Registrations are due 
one week in advance.  The program is being 
offered at 14 locations throughout the State: 
January 6 at Spring Green, January 7 at 
Westby and Melrose, January 8 at Owen and 
Gilman, January 9 at Antigo, January 13 at 
Spring Valley and Amery, January 14 at Rice 
Lake and Eau Claire, January 15 at Plover and 
Stratford, and January 16 at Casco and Suring.  
Call your local Extension office for locations 
nearest you. 
   
Locations in Central Wisconsin include: 
January 15: Elizabeth Inn, 5246 Harding Ave. 
(US 51 S. and 54 E.),  Plover, WI – Portage Co. 
UW-Extension, 715-346-1316. 
January 15: Country-Aire, F1312 County Rd. 
P, Stratford, WI – Marathon Co. UW-Extension,  
715-261-1239.   

Gaining the Competitive Edge:  
A Dairy Seminar Series 2009 

By:   Ken Schroeder 

Central Wisconsin Dairy Series 
By:  Matt Lippert 

2008 was a record year for milk prices and input 
costs, this winter looks to be some tough sled-
ding.  What is ahead for the dairy industry?  The 
Central Wisconsin Agriculture Specialization 
Team is sponsoring dairy meetings throughout 
Central Wisconsin. The dates and locations for 
meetings are:  Elroy Legion Hall February 12, 
Junction City Community Hall on February 24; 
Springfield Town Hall (Westfield) March 3.    The 
program runs from 10:00 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.  Top-
ics include: What’s the latest in Synchronization 
Programs, New Concepts in Milking Procedure, 
Dairy Economics, Surviving the See-Saw Ride, 
COOL and Livestock/ Premise ID. 
 
Speakers vary by location, but may include:   
Paul Fricke UW-Extension Dairy Reproduction 
Specialist; Kevin Bernhardt, UW-Platteville Dairy 
Marketing Specialist; Keith VanderVelde, UW-
Extension Livestock Specialist; Denise Brusveen, 
Sauk County Agriculture Agent; Matt Lippert, 
Wood County Agriculture Agent; and Craig Saxe, 
Juneau County Agriculture Agent.  Registration is 
$15 and includes your meal and program materi-
als.  Registrations will be taken the day of the 
program, but due to the catered lunch we ask 
that you call Wood Co (Junction City) Marquette 
(Westfield) or Juneau County  (Elroy) Extension 
Office at least one week in advance of the meet-
ing you are planning on attending. 

Wisconsin Grazing Conference 
By:  Matt Lippert 

2009 Wisconsin Grazing Conference, February 19-21, Holiday Inn, Stevens Point.  Full Conference 
Registration $160 first adult, $80 partner, day rates $40- $60;  all prices with member discount.  No 
pre-registration after February 12, 2009.  On-site registration available at the conference cen-
ter for an additional $15 per person.  Contact Heather Flashinski, 16294 250th St, Cadott, WI 
54727 or grassheather@hotmail.com.  Full conference program online at  http://
www.grassworks.org/.  Topics include grass and grain in rations, carbon credits, soil fertility for 
grass, dairy grazing genetics, current grazing research, energy independence and Wisconsin's 
Working Lands Initiative. 
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Pesticide Applicator Training classes will once again be offered by your local UW-Extension office.   
Anyone who will be buying restricted use pesticides must have a private pesticide applicator certifica-
tion.   Certification lasts five (5) years, and then you must be re-certified.   There are two ways to re-
ceive certification.   Attend an all-day training class offered by your local UW-Extension office.   These 
classes consist of presentations followed by a test at the end of the day.   If you are unable to attend 
one of the classroom sessions, the second option is to individually schedule time through the UW-
Extension office to take the test on your own.   If participants take part in one of the day-long class-
room sessions, they need to receive a score of 50% on the test to qualify for certification.   If partici-
pants take the test on their own, they must receive a score of 70% on the test for certification. 
 
Training manuals are available at your local UW-Extension office and must be purchased at least five 
(5) days before the class or individual test is taken.  
 
January 23 - Portage County  February 20 - Juneau County 
February 4 - Wood County   February 27  - Green Lake County 
February 11 - Marquette County  March 4 - Waushara County 
February 13 - Adams County  March 6 - Portage County 
February 13 - Waushara County  March 23 - Adams County 
 

 
Periodically, UW-Extension takes steps to assure that our partners know and understand our policy of 
non-discrimination.  This letter is to remind or notify you that the University of Wisconsin-Extension 
does not discriminate in the treatment of individuals, in the admission or access to its programs and 
activities, in the provision of services, or in employment. 
 
Further, UW-Extension will not participate with organizations or in activities which discriminate on the 
basis of any of the legally prohibited categories of discrimination.  Categories of prohibited discrimina-
tion include race, color, gender/sex, creed, disability, religion, national origin, ancestry, age, sexual 
orientation, pregnancy, marital or parental status, arrest or conviction record, or membership in the 
national guard, state defense force or any other reserve component of the military service. 
 
Consistent with the Americans With Disabilities Act, persons who need materials in alternative format 
or other accommodations must write or call the UW-Extension contact person for the specific pro-
gram or call the main telephone number of your local County Extension Office, at least ten (10) work-
ing days prior to the event. 
 
Individuals who need TTY access may contact their County Extension Office by calling the Wisconsin 
Telecommunications Relay System, 1-800-947-3529 or 711. 

Pesticide Applicator Training Classes Offered 
By:  Ken Schroeder 

 

UWEX Non-Discrimination Policies 
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Corn and Soybean Production 
and Marketing Seminar 

By:  Ken Williams 

Processing Vegetable Crops 
Meeting 

By:  Ken Williams  

 Grain production has entered a new era 
with grain markets rising this past year to levels 
we have never seen before. Over the past cou-
ple of months, we have seen these high prices 
drop back to levels which raise serious ques-
tions concerning the profitability of grain produc-
tion in 2009.  
 Along with higher market prices, we saw 
a rapid climb in the costs of fuel, fertilizer, seed, 
and other inputs needed in order to produce 
these grain crops. As a result, production and 
marketing guidelines used in the past may not fit 
the economics we are seeing today.  
 To address some of these issues and 
concerns. a corn and soybean production and 
marketing seminar will be held at the Hancock 
Agricultural Research Station on January 19, 
2009, from 8:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. UW-Extension 
Agriculture Agents and UW-Extension Special-
ists will present information to assist grain pro-
ducers who will shortly be making key decisions 
for the 2009 production season.  
 Marketing has become an increasingly 
important aspect of farm business management. 
This workshop will provide grain producers with 
ideas on how to market their crop in a time of 
market and production cost volatility.  
 A registration fee of $20 will cover re-
freshments and lunch for the program. Please 
register by mailing a check referencing this 
workshop to UW-Extension, PO Box 487, Wau-
toma WI 54982. For additional information, con-
tact Ken Williams at 920-787-0416 or 
ken.williams@ces.uwex.edu. 

 The University of Wisconsin-Extension 
has organized and is sponsoring a processing 
crops meeting that will be held on March 11, 
2009, from 8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. at the Hancock 
Agricultural Research Station, N3909 County 
Hwy V, Hancock, WI.  
 This seminar will concentrate specifically 
on issues affecting the vegetable producers of 
Central Wisconsin.  University of Wisconsin Ex-
tension specialists will present information on 
cover crops, organic vegetable opportunities, 
sweet corn herbicides, weed management, crop 
insurance, western bean cutworm, disease man-
agement, insect management, soil fertilization, 
and the impact of ethanol on vegetable produc-
tion.  
 Pre-registration is required in order to 
make lunch and space arrangements. A registra-
tion fee of $20 will cover refreshments and lunch. 
Certified Crop Advisor Credits will be applied for. 
There is ample free parking available. Please 
register by mailing a check to UW-Extension, PO 
Box 487, Wautoma WI 54982. For additional in-
formation, contact Ken Williams at 920-787-0416 
or ken.williams@ces.uwex.edu. 

Cow-Calf Meeting in Mauston:   March 21, 2009 
By:  Keith VanderVelde 

  
Cow-Calf producers have been faced with increased production costs and declining calf prices.   Now 
is a good time to examine methods to reduce production costs and look at marketing options to in-
crease profits.  This three-hour workshop will focus on looking at production costs and methods to 
reduce the cost of feeding cows, as well as methods to market calves, cows, and bulls to achieve the 
highest returns.   This program will be held on March 21, 2009, at the Juneau County Annex Building, 
211 Hickory Street, Mauston, WI, from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.   Register in advance with the Juneau 
County Extension Office at 608-847-9329 or the Marquette County Extension Office at 608-297-3141. 

mailto:ken.williams@ces.uwex.edu
mailto:ken.williams@ces.uwex.edu
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Calendar of Events 

January 
8 2009 Wisconsin Agronomy Update Meeting—Best Western/Midway Motor Lodge in Wausau, WI.  For more 

information, contact Mike Wildeck at Marathon County UW-Extension at 715-261-1231. 
 
16-18 Wisconsin School for Beginning Market Growers—This is an intensive three-day workshop that gives a 

realistic picture of what it takes to start and operate a successful small-scale produce operation.   For more 
information, call 608-265-3704. 

 
29-30 Wisconsin Corn/Soy EXPO—Kalahari Resort, Wisconsin Dells.  For more information, contact the Wisconsin 

Soybean Association at 608-274-7522. 
 
30—1 Garden Visions 2009 “Under the Cloak of Winter” - Plaza Hotel & Suites in Wausau, WI.   A conference for 

northern climate gardeners.  For more information, visit www.gardenvisions.org. 
 
30—1 Returning to the Farm is a program for multi-partner and/or multi-generational farms.  For more information 

and a brochure, contact  joy.kirkpatrick@ces.uwex.edu or call 608-263-3485. 
 
30 Wisline Monthly Brown Bag Program:  “2008 Fruit Production:   The Year in Review”  Noon to 1:00 PM.  

This program is designed for state-wide Master Gardeners and others interested in horticulture.   Call your local 
Extension Office. 

February 
7 Garden Inspirations—hosted by the Portage County Master Gardeners, 8:00 AM to 3:30 PM.   Conference fee 

is $30, which includes a hot lunch.   For more information, call 715-346-1316. 
 
19-21 17th Annual Wisconsin Grazing Conference “Valuing the Past, Growing Our Future” at the Holiday Inn 

Hotel and Convention Center in Stevens Point, WI.   For more information, call Heather at 715-298-4896. 
 
20 Farm Financial Recordkeeping Using Quickbooks at MATC in Reedsburg from 10 AM to 3 PM.   Cost is $20, 

which includes lunch.   For more information, call Jenny Vanderlin at 608-263-7795. 
 
26—28   20th Annual Organic Farming Conference—LaCrosse, WI.   For more information, call 715-772-3153. 
 
27 Wisline Monthly Brown Bag Program:  “Community Gardens” Noon to 1:00 PM.   Call your local Extension 

Office. 
March 
27 Wisline Monthly Brown Bag Program:  “Vegetable Garden Planning and Site Preparation” Noon to 1:00 

PM.  Call your local Extension Office. 

The UWEX Farm and Risk Management (FARM) team is hosting a program titled ―Deal or No Deal‖ 
at the Belvedere Supper Club, M329 Hwy 97, north of Marshfield on March 9, 2009, from 10:00 
a.m. to 3:00 p.m.  Topics will include: 
 
ǅ   Market Mayhem, Why Does Price Volatility Exist? presented by Gregg Hadley, UWEX Farm 

Management Specialist 
ǅ   Calculating Cost of Production — Dairy and Crops presented by Bob Cropp, Jon Zander and 

Maria Bendixen, Pepin, Trempealeau and Clark County UWEX Agents 
ǅ    Managing the Margin presented by Gregg Hadley, UWEX Farm Management Specialist, (how 
to control production cost and market price simultaneously). 
 
Registration fee is $15 made payable to Clark County UWEX, 517 Court Street, Neillsville, WI 
54456, 715-743-412, by March 3, 2009. 

Deal or No Deal 
By:  Matt Lippert 
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