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 o r tage  County  Maste r  Gardener
Vo lunteer  Program Exempl i f i es  "The
Wiscons in  Idea"                B y :  K e n  S c h r o e d e r,  P h . D .

The  f i r s t  Mas te r  Ga rdene r  P rog ram was  i n i t i a ted
in  Wash ing ton  Sta te  ove r  30  yea rs  ago  to  he lp
mee t  t he  ove rwhe lm ing  demand  fo r  i n fo rma t i on
on  ho r t i cu l t u re ,  ga rden ing  and  p lan t  p rob lems .
Vo lun tee rs  t r a i ned  t o  se rve  t he  u rban  aud ience
he lped  f r ee  Ex tens ion  agen ts  f r om cons tan t l y
reac t i ng  t o  pub l i c  demand  and  a l l owed  them to
be  p roac t i ve  i n  f u l f i l l i ng  educa t i ona l  needs .   The
p rog ram was  a  g rea t  success ,  and  t oday  t he re
a re  Mas te r  Ga rdene r  P rog rams  th roughou t  t he
Un i t ed  Sta tes  and  Canada .

Wiscons in  adop ted  t he  Mas te r  Ga rdene r
concep t  i n  t he  l a te  1970s .   I t  has  been  a
t remendous  success  and  i s  now  ac t i ve  i n  nea r l y
a l l  o f  t he  s ta te ’s  coun t i es .   To  da te ,  more  t han
5 ,500  peop le  have  been  t r a i ned  s ta tew ide .

Tu rn  t he  page  to  l ea rn  more  abou t  t he  Mas te r
Gardene r  P rog ram in  Po r tage  Coun ty. . .
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     Master  Gardener  Programs have evolved far  beyond the
in i t ia l  in tent  o f  jus t  answer ing homeowner  quest ions to
undertak ing many pro jects  inc luding communi ty
beaut i f i ca t ion,  env i ronmenta l  s tewardsh ip  ac t iv i t ies ,
youth educat ional  programming,  and more.   But  that  d i rect
ass is tance to  the loca l  county  UW-Extens ion agent  or
educator  is  s t i l l  an essent ia l  component  o f  the program in
Wiscons in .   Master  Gardener  Volunteers  are key par tners
in  he lp ing de l iver  hor t icu l ture programming in  most
count ies.
     Master  Gardener  Volunteers  have become a v i ta l  par t  o f
Extens ion ’s  ab i l i ty  to  prov ide consumers wi th  up- to-date
re l iab le knowledge so they can enjoy and protect  the va lue
of  hor t icu l ture and the envi ronment around thei r  homes.
The Master  Gardener  program has a lso become a fun and
usefu l  vo lunteer  network which g ives i ts  par t ic ipants  a
sense of  communi ty  sp i r i t ,  accompl ishment ,  and an
opportuni ty  to learn new th ings.

S o u r c e :  W i s c o n s i n  M a s t e r  G a r d e n e r s  A s s o c i a t i o n
 2 0 0 6  A n n u a l  A c c o m p l i s h m e n t  R e p o r t

Portage  County  Master  Gardener  Volunteers  Near ly
Double  in  2007

     Master  Gardener  genera l  t ra in ing was held January
through Apr i l  2007 at  the Por tage County Annex bui ld ing.
For ty- f ive vo lunteers graduated af ter  complet ing 36 hours
of  t ra in ing and are work ing on accumulat ing the requi red
24 hours  o f  vo lunteer  serv ice to  become Cer t i f ied  Master
Gardener  Volunteers.   Wi th  the addi t ion of  these new
recru i ts  the Por tage County  Master  Gardener  assoc ia t ion
has 104 ac t ive  members .   Las t  year  our  assoc ia t ion ,  a t  60
members s t rong,  vo lunteered:

•         57  hours in  youth educat ion
•      337  hours in  communi ty  educat ion
• 2,592  hours  in  suppor t  serv ices
• 1,028  hours of  cont inu ing educat ion

     The Por tage County  Master  Gardeners are a  dynamic
and act ive  group,  in terested in  mak ing a  d i f fe rence in  the
communi ty through educat ion,  volunteer ing,  and funding
communi ty  pro jects  and scholarsh ips.

The
Wiscons in
Idea
s ign i f i es  a
g e n e r a l
p r i n c i p l e :
t h a t
e d u c a t i o n
s h o u l d
i n f l u e n c e
p e o p l e s '
l i ves  beyond
t h e
b o u n d a r i e s
o f  the
c lass room.
In  the  sp i r i t
o f  t he
Wiscons in
Idea ,  the
un i ve rs i t y
con t inues  to
seek  ways  to
ex tend  i t s
i n f l u e n c e
beyond  the
b o u n d a r i e s
o f  the
c a m p u s .
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Major  Accompl ishments  or  Projects  for  2006 in
Por tage  County :

• We helped Head Star t  deve lop garden p lans,
which they had the chi ldren plant .  The chi ldren
learned about  vegetables and how they grow,  and
were able to harvest  what  they grew.

• Garden Dreams was a  one day seminar  fo r  the
publ ic  we co-organized wi th  Wood County
Master  Gardeners.  I t  was of fered at  a  nominal
cost  and had severa l  educat iona l  top ics  as  wel l
as  demonst ra t ions.

• Some of  our  members cont r ibuted to  the
hand icapped access ib le  garden ing  pro jec t  a t
the Hancock Agr icu l ture Research Stat ion
(ARS).

• We had our  annual  Plant  Sale fund ra iser  which
enabled us to  fund two univers i ty  scholarships
th is  year,  as wel l  as buy severa l  Hor t icu l ture
books for  l ibrar ies around the county  and our  own
extension resource col lect ion.  Other  funding
went  to  Wiscons in  Publ ic  Radio ,  the Wiscons in
Master  Gardener  Assoc ia t ion Foundat ion,  the
Hancock ARS, 4-H and our  Evenings wi th  Master
Gardeners .  We a lso donated to  the Lou is iana
Master  Gardener  Assoc ia t ions  to  ass is t  in  the i r
e f for ts  to  rebu i ld  areas devasta ted by Hurr icane
Kat r ina.

 • For the seventh year,  Por tage County Master
Gardener  vo lunteers helped new Habi ta t  for
Humani ty  homeowners design and insta l l  the i r
landscape.

For  more  in format ion  about  the  Maste r
Gardener  Vo lunteer  Program,  o r  to

become a  vo lunteer,  contac t  Ken
Schroeder  a t  715 -346 -1318  or
k e n . s c h r o e d e r @ c e s . u w e x . e d u
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The  goa l  o f  t he
Master
G a r d e n e r
p rog ram i s  to
t r a i n
e n t h u s i a s t i c
vo lun tee rs  so
they  can ,  i n
tu rn ,  p rov ide
resea rch -
b a s e d
in fo rmat ion  on
a  w ide  va r ie ty
o f  ho r t i cu l tu ra l
top ics  to  the
genera l  pub l i c
in  the i r
commun i t i e s .



Our Staff

Ken Schroeder
Agriculture Agent

Connie Creighton
4-H Youth Development Agent

Mark Hilliker, Co-Department Head
Community Resource Development Agent

Pat Rychter, Co-Department Head
Family Living Educator

Bonnie Maier
Lead Administrative Secretary

Pat Tepp
Program Assistant

Shirley Weir
Administrative Secretary (.5 FTE)

University of Wisconsin-Extension provides equal
opportunities and affirmative action in employment
and programming, including Title IX and ADA
requirements.

Portage County UW-Extension
1462 Strongs Avenue
Stevens Point, WI  54481
715.346.1316
www.uwex.edu/ces/cty/portage/

Janet Piltz
Healthy Beginnings Program Administrator

Gloria Onan
Nutrition Educator

Healthy Beginnings Clerical Assistant

Lisa Falduto
Healthy Beginnings Home Visitor

Jill Hicks
Healthy Beginnings Home Visitor

Penny Schmitt
Healthy Beginnings Home Visitor

Julie Strasser
Healthy Beginnings Home Visitor

Wendy Turzinski
Healthy Beginnings Home Visitor

Leadership


