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Hello Alumni Friends,

Hope your summer is going well. It goes far
too fast. We should be thankful for the rain we
have gotten.

We will have the Alumni Reception again at
the Sheboygan County Fair after the 10:00 church
service held on the grandstand. We will hold it on
the Youth Building deck. We will serve snacks
and drinks. Please join us.

Remember the Sheboygan County Fair,
August 29 — September 2 (Labor Day). It is still
the place to be! To see all the superb 4-H
members projects that are packed into the Youth
Building and also visit the animals in the barns.
The adults do great work in Open Class. You too
can enter, consider it! Competition is good for the
soul, many of us past 4-H members or current
leaders enter, it’s fun and yes, work. Check both
buildings out.

Hope to see you there!

Your Alumni President
Kay Keyes

ALUMNI BANQUET
May 3, 2002

The annual banquet, held at Klemme's Wagon
Wheel was attended by approximately 70
individuals. Guest speaker for the evening was
Donna Menart, Assistant State 4-H Program
Leader, who talked about many interesting
activities of 4-H clubs in the past and in the
present. She also included much information

about the functions
and values being a member of a 4-H club
represents in their life. For her many contributions
and inspiring work in the 4-H programs, she was
presented the Sheboygan County 4-H Alumni
Award.

Upland Springs again donated the twelve
beautiful geranium plants that adorned the
banquet tables. The following banquet attendees
were fortunate to receive a geranium plant as a
door prize; Roland Thomas, Jene Kissel, Wallace
Born, Fred Wedepohl, Gary Scholten, Paul
Debbink, Ralph DeSmith, Dick Resop, Marlene
Kammann, Randy Meyer, Bill Jens, and George
Menart.

It was an informative evening which included
a delicious meal that was enjoyed by all in
attendance.

Respectfully submitted,
Margene Reyer

FALL ELECTION

If any of you are willing to serve on the
Alumni Executive Board, please call one of the
committee listed below or fill in the self
nominating form and return by September. There
will be 3 openings.

Kay Keyes 893-0492
Barb Scholten  564-2747
Evelyn Depping 893-0324



ALUMNI FAIR RECEPTION

We will have the Alumni reception again on
Sunday at the fair after the 10:00 service on the
grandstand. It will be on the deck in front of the
Youth Building. We will have refreshments and
drink for you while you socialize. Hope to see
you there.

ALUMNI ASSOCIATION
SCHOLARSHIP WINNER

The $500.00 Sheboygan County 4-H
Alumni scholarship was given Michelle Hau.
Michelle was a member of the Spring Valley 4-H
Club. Michelle is the daughter of Dean and Kaye
Hau and attends University of Wisconsin — River
Falls.

4-H MEMBERS RECEIVE KEY
AWARD

The Wisconsin 4-H Key Award is presented to
youth who have made outstanding contributions to
4-H through the development of leadership,
citizenship, and community service. Recipients
are selected through a process of a written
application and face-to-face interview with a
selection committee made up of 4-H volunteers.
Given to less than one percent of all 4-H members,
the Wisconsin 4-H Key Award is considered the
highest award in the Sheboygan County 4-H
program.

Key Award recipients are high school
students with at least three years of experience in
4-H and one year as a youth leader. The Key
Award is sponsored by Wisconsin Farm Bureau,
Rural Insurance Companies, GROWMARK, Inc.,
and The Wisconsin 4-H Foundation. Don Fenner,
Director of Sheboygan County Farm Bureau
helped to present the awards.

The seven Sheboygan County 4-H members
who recently received the Wisconsin 4-H Key
Award are:

-Amanda Behr is an 11 year member of the Hub

City 4-H club. Amanda is the daughter of Ken
and Kay Behr. Amanda is a freshman at UW-
Green Bay.

-Brandon Bogenschutz is a 9 year member of the
Herman Cheerios 4-H Club. Brandon is the son
of Rick and Judi Bogenschutz. Brandon is a
junior in high school and is planning to attend
college to pursue a career in engineering.

-Lisa Fisher is a 5 year member of the Ourtown
Orioles 4-H Club. Lisa is the daughter of Keith
and Monica Fisher. Lisa is a junior in high school
and is planning to pursue a career in law.

-Peter Laack is a 9 year member of the
Johnsonville Hustlers 4-H Club. Peter is the son
of Carl and Joan Laack. Peter is a junior in high
school and plans to attend a four year college.

-Amy Marquardt is a 10 year member of the
Sherman Workers 4-H Club. Amy is the daughter
of Lloyd and Renee Marquardt. Amy is a senior
in high school. Amy plans to attend college for
business and eventually work in real estate.

-Alicia Schroeder is a 9 year member of the
Round Abouts 4-H Club. Alicia is the daughter of
Tom and Janette Schroeder. Alicia is a junior in
high school and plans to attend college to study
photography.

-Peter Vander Velden is a 9 year member of the
Sherman Workers 4-H Club. Peter is the son of
Wayne and Rose Vander Velden. Peter is a junior
in high school and plans to pursue a career in
business.

ALUMNI AWARD WINNER
— Donna Menart

Donna grew up in a 4-H family. Her
Grandmother was inspired by the value of 4-H.
She helped convince Chippewa County to hire an
Extension Agent to take over 4-H. Donna's Dad
and uncle were very active in 4-H. Her Grandma
was general leader and her Grandpa was the dairy
leader for many years. Donna's dad had many



highlights in 4-H which included awards and
trips.

Donna had an early start in 4-H, keeping
everyone busy with her sewing projects. Her first
year in clothing was very rewarding with all blue
ribbons. Her mom will never forget how proud
she was of her. Each year Donna always had the
motto to make the best better. Her dad and mom
told her they would purchase fabrics and patterns
and all she had to do was create the latest fashions
instead of buying ready-mades. She soon was able
to look at beautiful garments and create them
without a pattern. It was a wonderful start for a
young girl to have such high aims and we
contributed it to 4-H and being judged. From her
clothing project, she won trips and a Viking
Sewing Machine which she is using today.

Donna took the dairy project all her 4-H years
and learned how to train and show her animals.
They have lots of memories of training animals,
decorating the barns, working in the 4-H stand,
furnishing homemade pies. The fairs were family
affairs with the whole family bringing picnic
dinner for show day. She had the opportunity to
also show at the Black and White shows as well
as going to the Wisconsin State Fair for many
years. It was a great honor for Donna to be
selected Wisconsin Holstein Girl when she was a
freshman in College.

Donna entered all of the speaking contests and
benefited so much from that experience. Her
mom can remember how nervous she would be in
the audience but Donna became a winner time
after time. All the experiences of speaking, giving
demonstrations, being in Drama and music
festivals were great stepping stones. Donna was a
Junior Leader with lots of opportunity to help
others in her club. Of course, Donna served in
several capacities as officer of her club. 4-H was
very much a part of Donna's life and each year she
would be thinking of what she would exhibit and
improve on.

Donna's Dad, Donna and Ryan, three
generations, have benefited so much from 4-H.
They had the opportunity to mingle with youth
from through out the nation at Club Congress, and
Washington D. C. while living the 4-H motto,

“To make the best better”.

Donna’s involvement in 4-H lead her to a
career in 4-H Youth Development. Donna served
as the Sheboygan County 4-H Youth
Development agent for 20 years. During that
time, Donna supported the start of both the
Alumni Association and the County 4-H
Endowment Fund. Donna changed roles to
become a State 4-H Youth Development
Specialist in 1994. In 2001, Donna became the
Assistant State Program Leader for 4-H Youth
Development.

SCHOLARSHIP NEWS

Congratulations to the 4-H members selected
to receive the 2002 educational scholarships
offered by the Sheboygan County 4-H Leaders
Association.

Ryan Menart of the Herman Cheerios 4-H
Club received the $750 Suhrke Memorial
scholarship. This scholarship is recognized as a
Memorial Plaque, which is a part of the Suhrke
Display in the Youth Building at the County Fair
Park. Ryan is the son of George and Donna
Menart. Ryan will be attending Marquette
University.

Six $400 scholarships were also given.
Recipients included Jamie Haack, Herman
Cheerios who 1is attending University of
Minnesota — Twin Cities, Jamie is the daughter of
Tim Haack and Janice Morse. Abby Huibregste,
Johnsonville Hustlers who is attending University
Wisconsin — Madison. Abby is the daughter of
Robert and Debbie Huibregtse. Katrina
Kleinhans, Spring Valley who will be attending
Lakeshore Technical College. Katrina is the
daughter of Reed and Monica Kleinhans. Vanessa
Samse, Madison All Stars who will be attending
University of Wisconsin — Green Bay. Vanessa is
the daughter of William Jr. and Alice Samse. Gina
White, Trailblazers who will be attending Carroll
College. Gina is the daughter of Mike and Debbie
White.



MISSION TO HAITI

On June 18th nine people departed on a 12-day
trip to Haiti, the poorest third world country in the
western hemisphere. A joint trip with the
Ventures in People organization, 4-H members
and leaders from Sheboygan County.

Ventures In People are an organization
focusing on improving the way of life in Haiti.
Ventures In People has been making trips to Haiti
since 1979 taking people from all walks of life
who are interested in spending time with the
Haitian people.

Trip participants were: Danielle Hubing, 4-H
member; Danielle Miller, 4-H member; Justin
Meyer, 4-H member; Andy Talen, 4-H member;
Stephanie Ford, 4-H Leader; Sandy Lueder, 4-H
Leader; Joanne Lueder, 4-H Leader; Heidi
Thomas, VIP member and Alumni member;
Karen Longrie, VIP member and Alumni member.

Our mission to provide a learning experience for
Sheboygan County 4-H members and leaders in a
third world country joining with Haitian 4-H
members to learn from each other.

Little did our people know that they would
have a learning experience of a different kind
Spending time with people who have an average
income of a little over a $1.00 per day and only
being able to afford one meal a day, but finding
that these people are happy, friendly, caring and
always willing to help us out. Some of our people
learned a little about water conservation, by
taking

bucket showers. We did have a shower in our
dorm, but also a 5 gallon pail of water. So parents
of 4-H members there is hope for all those who
enjoy those long showers. Just give them a pail of
water and a plastic cup and you will save on your
water bill. Each of our group had a learning
experience to share with the 4-H members in
Mireabalais. Demonstrations in leadership,
growing sprouts, composting, child care, goats,
and crafts. Our group did a great job with their
demonstrations.

4-H in Haiti is just 6 years old. Two clubs were
organized at that time with 20 members each. 4-H
is beginning to catch on, when adding up the
number of youth participating in 4-H to today it
comes close to 500 hundred in 9 clubs, It's been
quite rewarding for us to watch 4-H grow in Haiti
and what a teaching tool to reach the youth who
don't have the opportunity to attend school.
Starting with just a dream and the help of Johnny
D. and the support of 4-H clubs here in
Sheboygan County 4-H has been a success in
Haiti.

Our stay in Haiti was a mix of some of its
beauty and a close look at the poverty like most
people never see or realize could be happening.
We stayed at some nice hotels and spent time at
the VIP dorm in Mireabalis. Visits were made to a
orphanage that is close by and the we enjoyed
spending time with the kids, a visit to the
Mireabalis jail, 5 cells and 95 inmates. We had a
opportunity to go out into the country and visit 5
of the other 4-H clubs. Some were impressed that
some of the members had walked more then 4
miles just to spend time with us. We spent a
week-end at a learning center on the Atlantic with
the ocean and a huge pool to swim in and
concluding with a farewell party given by the
Mireabalais 4-H club. They entertained us with
some of their great dancing. We went shopping in
Port-au-Prince and had a night of native Haitian
dance at the St. Joseph’s home for boys, which
was performed by the boys at the home. Just ask
any of the people who went and they will have
stories to tell for hours.

These couple of phrases sum up the whole trip.
From you I Receive
To you I Give
Together we Share
For this we Live.

I think I can speak for all the participants a
very special THANK YOU goes out to all the 4-H
clubs, business, church groups, and individuals
who supported us with their financial help and
donations of supplied that we took with us. This is
what made Mission Haiti a success.
Thanks to all!

- Karen Longrie



BOARD MEMBER
KATHY KAESTNER

There aren’t too many days when 4-H is not
mentioned in our household. 4-H has been a part
of my life since I was 2 or 3 years old. My
brothers Marvin and Roger Siegert were charter
members of the Herman Cheeri-o 4-H club which
started in 1943. [ was a 9 year 4-H member after
they were graduates and then Gene and I were
married in 1960 and have a family of 4, Kristine
Lubenow, Patty Taylor, Gary and Scott and all of
them graduated from the club and reaped many
benefits. Now, I have grandchildren of whom
Kris has 3 children and Patty has 2 that belong to
a 4-H club. Kris is in Winnebago County and
patty is in our club.

I’ve been a leader and General Leader of the
club for 27 years. 1 like 4-H because it has
something for everyonw and I like to see youths
grow and achieve their goals.

It is a very “positive” organization and it
teaches many life long skills.

I was on this Alumni Board of Directors
when it started for 2 terms and now I was elected
to serve again. It is a very rewarding
organization, as 4-H volunteers share 4-H
experiences and are able to present scholarships to
our youths.

Centennial Display

The Alumni Association is working with
Agnes Gagnon to create a Centennial Display
for the County Fair. She really needs photos
from the 1970’s and 1980’s. If you have any
information to contribute, please contact Agnes
at 457-0651. Thanks!

Go Ask Your Mother....

Kids have a habit of asking the easiest
questions that are the hardest to answer. Now
why didn’t this stuff bug me when I was a kid?

?  Why doesn’t glue stick to the inside of the
bottle it’s in?

? If there is no God, who pops up the next
tissue in the box?

? How did a fool get his money in the first
place?

? How do they get a deer to cross at that
yellow road sign?

? 1If a stealth bomber crashes in a forest, will it
make a sound?

? Ifthe police arrest a mime, does he have the
right to remain silent?

?  When it rains, why don’t sheep shrink?

? Can fat people go skinny-dipping?

? Do cemetery workers have to work a
graveyard shift?

? Why do they sterilize the needles for lethal
injections?

?  Why is abbreviation such a long word?
Why do kamikaze pilots wear helmets?

? If a smurf is choking, what color does it
turn?

?  What was the best thing before sliced bread?

Sheboygan County 4-H
Alumni Association

Self-Nomination Form for Board

Name:
Address:
City/Zip:
Phone:
4-H Club:
Years:

Return to: Alumni Association, UW-Extension
Office, 650 Forest Avenue, Sheboygan Falls ,
WI 53085 by September 8.






