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The idea for this trail was conceived in 1993 by the Taylor
County Board of Supervisors, and County Forestry
Committee Chairman, Herb Bergman, when they purchased
this unique 20-acre parcel of land. The project was finally
brought to fruition through the hard work of Brad Ruesch,
Russell Aszmann, Arlen Albrecht and the Wisconsin
Conservation Corp (WCC) work crew.



Welcome to the Gerstberger Pines County Park
and Nature Trail. The Taylor County Forestry
and Recreation Department invites you to hike and
learn about the plants, animals, and history of this
unique old growth segment of forest. The 3/4 mile

interpretive trail will introduce you to some of the
treasures this special area has to offer.

Follow the wood chipped trail and numbered posts, but
be careful of rocks and roots. Each numbered post has
an accompanying script (in this brochure) of
information about the unique characteristics at that
particular site. This forest has been here since the last
glacier over 10,000 years ago. Help us to preserve it
and its unique environment by staying on the

marked trails, not picking flowers, plants or fungi,

and to carry out any containers or litter. Thank you

for your cooperation.



STATION #1:

I he wealth of Wi sconsinds t|
men from all over the world, who dreamed of

fortunes and land. Within a lifetime (1880 to 1940), all

they left was a fire scarred, cut over landscape. The

struggle to make a living and the perceived never
ending forest resource lead to this quote published in

the Lumber mandés Gazette in 18
timber must be cut as fast as possible. It cannot be
husbanded and preserved for

an old growth forest like Gerstberger Pines has
changed in the past 100 years from being strictly
monetary to recreational, aesthetic, and environmental.

This parcel of land (originally 80 acres) was bought by
Ed Gerstberger in 1892 from Mr. D. VanValm, an agent
for the Wisconsin Central Railroad. It has been in the
family until Taylor County purchased it in 1993. Why it
was not logged off and farmed like much of the
surrounding land is a mystery. For whatever reason,
we are grateful that this 20 acres was saved for us to
learn from and enjoy. Now we can imagine what it was
like to be a Native American or an early settler first
settling on this great forested land.

As you proceed on to station #2, note the transition
of tree sizes and the overhead canopy.




STATION #2:

We hope you noticed the difference in tree
sizes as you entered the forest. The first 10
yards of forest is regrowth; trees that are reclaiming the
abandoned field land. These trees are an estimated 20
to 25 years old. They are no doubt offspring of the old
Red Oaks seen at this site. Which ones do you think
will carry on two hundred years of
history? Future generations will
say these trees claim to be
witnesses to CD players, bungee
jumping and the Gulf War. By
looking past this post and into the
old growth canopy, note the
change in tree size, spacing of
trees and the majestic look of
history. Proceed to your left

and dondét forget
trail.

&

STATION #3:

I he old Red Oaks here are close to 195 years old.
They have witnessed events like the Civil

War, the first light bulb, radios, and space travel. Oak

trees are an important species in the ecology of a

woods. They are long lived, provide food for wildlife

(acorns) and are the most valuable species of

hardwood in Wi sconsinds North
55 years past their economic prime. They are probably

hollow and riddled with decay.

They are valued today for their

aesthetics, history and awe.




STATION #4:

Look to the south and see the neighboring woods.
This parcel was pastured/grazed up to 15 years
ago. Itis a practice that is now discouraged as it
decreases the quality of the future forest because it
destroys all regenerationd regrowth and compacts the
soil which is injurious to the existing trees. Observe the
small seedlings growth just now emerging. Note the
snag laden with woodpecker holes to your right.

STATION #5:

Looki ng past this post to ¢t
natural windfall and tree stumps that were cut

over 65 years ago. The saw logs were probably taken

to the Rib Lake Lumber Company (1882 to 1948).

Note the Soft Maple with a natural disease gall growth.
These Aburl so are highly wvalu

STATION #6:

H ave a rest on the Leopold Bench which was
built by the Wisconsin Conservation Corps for

your convenience. Looking straight ahead past the
post, youdll see a tangled pi
top of the

Yellow Birch

whose fAsnago

still provides

habitat for birds

and insects. (A

shag is a dead

tree that is still

standing).



