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Natural and Environmental Resources

Vilas County’s natural resources are its greatest assets, and are critical to the area’s economic
viability. Vilas County has a total area of 651,098 acres. Of this total, about 554,777 acres is
land and 96,321 acres (14.8%) is water. Vilas County features 1,327 lakes, one of the highest
concentrations of inland freshwater lakes in the world. Wetlands, a minimum of 5 acres in size,
cover about 114,126 acres, or about 17.5% of the county.

Roughly 70% of the county is forested land. There are 24,534 acres of private lands enrolled in
the Forest Crop Program, 1,613 acres in Woodland Tax and 12,511 acres in Managed Forest
Law Programs.

Vilas County has some of the highest elevations in the state, ranging from about 1,560 feet above
sea level in the southwest corner of the county to 1,845 feet at Muskellunge Hill near Sayner.

Climate

The average total annual precipitation is about 34 inches. Of this, about 25 inches (70%) usually
falls in April through September. The average seasonal snowfall is about 85 inches. On the
average, 87 days of the year have at least one inch of snow on the ground. However, the number
of such days varies greatly from year to year. The yearly temperature and rainfall greatly affects
this tourism industry as tourists generally want the best weather available for their vacations. A
winter with too little snow fall or bitter cold, a summer with too much rain or too cool/too hot for
outdoor activities - these weather conditions can either positively or adversely affect the season
in which they occur as well as future seasons (vacationers with a bad experience tend not to
return).

Table 19-1
Wisconsin Monthly Temperature and Precipitation, 2001
Jan Feb | Mar Apr May | Jun Jul Aug | Sep Oct | Nov | Dec | Annual+
North Central Region*
Temperature (°F) 17.5 | 11.2 | 253 434 | 547 | 62.6 | 66.8 | 67.3 | 55.1 | 43.2 | 40.8 | 25.0 42.7
Normal Temperature (°F) 9.7 | 141 | 263 40.7 | 53.0 | 61.7 | 66.9 | 64.1 | 553 | 44.7 | 304 | 153 40.2
Precipitation (in inches) 1.20 | 1.54 | 0.76 533 | 427 | 401 | 335 | 347 | 3.62 | 293 | 2.64 | 1.38 34.50
Normal Participation (in inches) 1.11 | 0.90 | 1.77 244 | 345 | 390 | 3.74 | 425 | 421 | 2.64 | 2.04 | 146 31.91
State
Temperature (°F) 19.5 | 15.0 | 28.1 46.6 | 56.7 | 643 | 69.9 | 69.8 | 57.2 | 46.0 | 43.5 | 27.7 454
Normal Temperature (°F) 124 | 172 | 294 434 | 552 | 643 | 694 | 66.8 | 58.1 | 47.2 | 33.0 | 183 429
Precipitation (in inches) 1.21 | 1.69 | 0.67 493 | 486 | 4.84 | 2.67 | 459 | 4.05 | 244 | 2.28 | 1.19 35.42
Normal Precipitation (in inches) 1.08 | 095 | 1.95 271 | 3.38 | 3.82 | 3.74 | 4.04 | 4.00 | 2.52 | 2.01 | 1.48 31.68

Normal temperatures and normal precipitation are the averages for the period 1961-1990, based on data computed by the U.S. Department of Commerce
National Climatic Data Center.

*North Central includes Ashland, Clark, Iron, Lincoln, Marathon, Oneida, Price, Taylor and Vilas Counties

+Annual temperature reflects the average of the monthly figures; annual precipitation is the total for the year.

SOURCE: Wisconsin Blue Book, 2003-04



19.2

Table 19-2
Monthly and Annual Precipitation (in inches)
(Rhinelander Station)
Annual
Jan | Feb | Mar | Apr | May | Jun | Jul | Aug | Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec Change
Total from
Normal*
1982 | 1.40 | .23 | 1.03 [ 409 | 3.15 | 2.13 | 5.57 | 2.86 | 6.10 | 3.45 | 2.44 | 3.32 | 35.77 3.83
1983 | 1.49 811157 | 1.39 | 436 | 3.86 195 | 3.12 | 472 | 3.81 | 3.81 | 1.13 | 32.02 13
1984 S| 1.39 | 1.26 | 3.59 - - 2.55 - | 432 | 4.65 38 | 2.33 - -
1985 [ .14 | 88 221|157 | 485|239 | 4.66 | 480 | 6.42 | 431 | 3.70 | 1.05 | 36.98 5.09
1986 — | 44 ] .86 228 .56 13.01 | 888 (279 | 7.73 | 3.03 .87 --- --- ---
1987 | 79| .10 | .63 ] 1.02 | 2.81 | 1.70 | 3.82 -~ 259 1.79 | 245 | 3.46 --- ---
1988 - 24 | 1.50 - 1.19 | 2.32 - 411 | 3.78 | 1.83 | 1.30 | 1.01 - -
1989 - | 41 ] 141 | .79 - - 63 | 4.25 .57 - 46 | .6l --- ---
1990 | 0.37 | 0.32 --[3.10 | 497 |7.06 | 469 | 791 | 643 | 3.72 | 1.35 | 0.77 --- ---
1991 | 0.70 | 0.97 | 3.04 | 433 | 7.50 | 427 | 499 | 232 | 3.46 | 3.03 | 4.87 | 1.16 | 40.64 8.75
1992 1 0.70 | 1.39 | 1.76 | 2.87 | 2.66 | 2.52 223 317 | 671 | 217 | 3.49 | 1.80 | 31.47 -0.42
1993 | 1.45 1 0.04 | 0.43 | 2.60 | 4.53 | 5.81 277 | 342 | 3.62 | 217 | 1.76 | 0.59 | 29.19 -2.72
1994 [ 090 | 094 | 0.75 | 291 | 1.71 [ 440 | 394 | 476 | 851 | 1.77 | 1.49 | 0.35 | 32.43 0.52
1995 1 039 | 0.51 | 1.41 [ 1.94 | 4.07 | 0.85 | 5.40 | 5.74 | 2.58 54 (203 | 1.35 | 31.71 -0.15
1996 | 2.53 1 0.56 | 2.16 | 2.16 | 097 | 4.42 543 | 345 ] 2.60 | 423 | 2.57 | 2.17 | 31.71 -0.78
1997 | 3.15 | 0.11 | 1.78 | 1.04 | 2.53 | 6.31 458 | 3.79 | 423 ] 391 | 0.73 | 0.59 | 32.75 0.84
1998 [ 1.84 | 1.06 | 3.24 | 1.16 | 443 | 525 | 1.04 | 1.82 | 1.87 | 1.57 | 2.09 | 0.84 | 26.21 -5.70
1999 | 230 | 1.46 | 046 | 1.87 | 725|299 | 7.88 [ 2.79 | 1.78 | 1.94 | 1.55 | 0.76 | 33.03 1.12
2000 | 1.57 | 1.86 | 2.30 | 2.51 246 | 5.00 | 10.24 | 3.24 | 4.10 | 0.73 | 2.19 | 1.15 | 37.35 5.44
2001 89 [ 1.14 | 0.69 | 4.69 | 4.49 | 4.01 465 | 213 | 638 | 2.73 | 2.79 | 1.93 | 36.52 4.61
2002 | 0.61 | 1.88 | 2.42 | 6.33 [ 2.86 | 4.18 | 5.69 | 3.66 | 6.54 | 3.94 | 0.43 | 0.65 | 39.19 6.75

*Normal 1971-2000. Source:
SOURCE: 1990 Vilas County Economic Indicator Report; Wisconsin Agricultural Statistics, 1991-2003..

State Climatology Office
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Table 19-3
Monthly and Annual Precipitation (in inches)
(District)*
Annual
Jan | Feb | Mar | Apr | May | Jun Jul | Aug | Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec Change
Total from

Normal**

Normal | 1.08 [ .90 | 1.72 | 2.48 | 3.64 | 4.16 | 404 | 456 | 3.80 | 2.30 | 1.89 | 1.32 | 31.89 —
1982 1.86 301159 405 423 | 276 ) 639 ] 3.19 | 556 | 445 | 2.74 | 2.84 | 39.96 8.07
1983 1.48 B4 [ 154 | 1.71 | 438 | 2.05 | 3.70 | 499 | 549 | 3.52 | 4.07 | 1.29 | 35.06 3.17
1984 S4 1137 ) 126 317 | 212 | 447 | 3.13 | 3.78 | 481 | 3.71 | 1.27 | 2.57 | 32.20 31
1985 A8 | 1.12 1243 | 279 | 411 | 3.99 | 3.06 | 520 [ 7.10 | 3.42 | 3.86 | 1.49 | 39.05 7.16
1986 72| 89| 1.70 | 2.68 88 | 457 | 637 | 418 | 748 | 3.23 | 1.26 S1] 3447 2.58
1987 73 A1 B8 [ 1.12 1 293 | 226 | 529 | 249 | 236 | 3.07 | 2.81 | 1.90 | 25.95 -5.94
1988 [ 1.05] 32| 1.89 | 1.18 [ 1.65 | 1.91 | 2.90 | 496 | 3.45 | 1.89 [ 3.54 | 1.39 | 26.13 -5.76
1989 92| 54166 144 392 | 341 ] 1.81 | 3.89 | 1.50 [ 2.00 | 1.54 79 | 23.42 -8.47
1990 [ 0.70 | 0.70 | 2.46 | 2.80 | 3.86 | 5.68 | 3.40 | 553 | 5.85 | 3.82 | 1.07 | 0.92 | 36.76 4.90
1991 0.63 1090 | 3.07 | 3.76 | 5.09 | 454 | 557 | 2.17 | 498 | 2.88 | 6.17 | 1.16 | 40.92 9.03
1992 0.79 1 0.88 | 1.74 | 2.51 | 298 | 2.61 | 3.64 | 3.05 | 498 | 2.04 | 3.01 | 1.78 | 30.01 -1.88
1993 1.46 [ 0.13 | 0.57 | 3.15 | 491 | 643 [ 292 [ 329 | 3.68 | 2.24 | 1.96 | 0.70 | 31.44 -0.47
1994 [ 1.05 ] 0.57 | 0.90 | 3.28 [ 2.00 | 3.29 | 436 | 3.45 | 6.57 | 2.38 [ 1.95 | 0.33 | 30.13 -1.78
1995 0.56 | 0.58 | 1.63 | 2.11 | 3.66 | 1.98 | 391 | 7.85 | 2.74 | 5.61 | 1.78 | 1.32 | 33.73 1.87
1996 291 [ 095 [ 2.05 | 264 | 1.75 | 537 | 541 | 297 | 290 | 4.11 | 2.97 | 2.34 | 36.37 3.88
1997 [ 2.73 1 035 | 2.09 | 0.66 | 3.06 | 3.72 | 4.61 | 436 | 3.34 [ 3.18 | 0.90 | 0.69 | 29.69 -2.22
1998 [ 1.77 | 1.05 | 2.80 | 1.37 | 2.87 | 551 | 1.27 | 2.84 | 2.39 | 2.24 | 1.76 | 1.10 | 26.97 -4.94
1999 233 1172 1 037 | 226 | 636 | 3.46 | 8.17 | 3.21 | 2.15 | 1.47 | 145 | 0.72 | 33.67 1.76
2000 1.34 | 1.57 | 1.67 | 2.17 | 2.63 | 6.34 | 5.10 | 3.76 | 4.09 | 097 | 2.26 | 1.01 | 3291 1.00
2001 1.20 | 1.54 [ 0.76 | 5.33 | 427 | 4.01 | 3.35 | 3.47 | 3.62 | 293 | 2.64 | 1.38 | 34.50 2.59
2002 | 0.54 | 2.10 | 3.02 [ 478 | 3.12 | 495 | 490 | 459 [ 597 [ 496 | 0.48 | 0.33 | 39.74 7.30

*North Central District (Medford, Rhinelander & Wausau Stations)
**Normal 1971-2000. Source: State Climatology Office.
SOURCE: 1990 Vilas County Economic Indicator Report; Wisconsin Agricultural Statistics, 1991-2003.
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Table 19-4
Average Monthly and Annual Temperature (in degrees F)
(Rhinelander Station)
Annual
Jan | Feb | Mar | Apr | May | Jun | Jul | Aug | Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec Change
Total from

Normal*

1982 1.5 11251244 ] 36.6 | 589 | 573 | 689 | 62.2 | 55.1 | 46.5 | 294 | 22.6 | 39.7 -1.5
1983 | 16.5 | 245 | 295 | 37.8 | 483 | 63.1 | 71.4 | 694 | 579 | 44.2 | 30.8 321 414 7
1984 6.9 | 24.2 |1 20.1 | 44.1 --- - | 67.0 - | 534 | 482 | 286 | 15.6 --- -
1985 74 | 11.6 | 30.5 | 450 | 56.6 | 59.9 | 654 | 63.0 | 54.0 | 434 | 229 4.0 | 38.6 -2.1
1986 -1 12.0 | 284 | 463 | 573 | 60.6 | 67.9 | 61.8 | 54.7 | 42.9 | 25.1 --- --- -
1987 | 16.6 | 22.8 | 32.8 | 47.8 | 56.9 | 66.0 | 70.1 - | 57.7 | 385 | 33.2 | 22.8 - -
1988 --- 9.4 | 28.1 -~ | 583 | 66.0 - | 688 | 57.5 | 395 | 31.9 | 16.6 --- -
1989 --- 7.6 | 21.3 | 39.0 - -1 694 | 664 | 56.7 - | 257 5.4 - -
1990 | 21.8 | 17.1 - 451 | 51.1 | 623 ] 658 | 648 | 583 | 435 | 349 | 163 --- -
1991 9.0 [ 20.1 | 29.1 | 45.1 | 58.6 | 67.2 | 66.4 | 67.3 | 549 | 43.0 | 25.6 | 18.8 | 42.1 0.7
1992 | 16.8 | 21.1 | 26.1 | 379 | 55.6 | 59.5 | 61.7 | 62.0 | 554 | 43.7 | 27.5 | 18.8 | 40.5 0.2
1993 | 13.6 | 143 (275 | 37.7 | 53.1 | 603 | 66.3 | 66.7 | 51.5 | 42.2 | 26.8 | 20.1 40.0 0.6
1994 1.4 1 10.7 1 30.0 | 40.7 | 549 | 652 | 654 | 63.0 | 59.7 | 48.5 | 346 | 24.0 | 41.5 1.3
1995 | 159 | 150 | 30.6 | 35.6 | 53.1 | 68.0 | 68.5 | 69.5 | 552 | 455 ] 209 | 13.3 | 409 0.7
1996 63128 1199 | 349 | 51.0 | 63.1 | 63.2 | 66.4 | 56.7 | 443 | 253 | 17.1 384 -1.8
1997 1 10.2 | 17.7 [ 25.0 | 39.0 | 48.0 | 65.0 | 66.2 | 63.0 | 584 | 46.5 | 284 | 25.1 41.1 0.9
1998 | 18.3 [ 30.0 | 28.7 | 47.1 | 60.7 | 624 | 68.6 | 69.0 | 63.3 | 48.4 | 35.6 | 23.6 | 46.3 6.1
1999 | 11.0 | 23.0 | 303 | 458 | 57.0 | 64.7 | 72.0 | 65.7 | 57.6 | 449 | 38.8 | 20.6 | 44.3 4.1
2000 | 12.4 [ 23.0 [ 37.2 | 41.1 | 56.4 | 613 | 66.6 | 66.6 | 57.4 | 49.7 | 31.3 84 | 42.6 2.4
2001 | 195 | 135|274 | 444 | 56.7 | 640 | 68.0 | 69.4 | 57.7 | 45.1 | 42.0 | 263 | 445 4.3
2002 | 23.0 [ 25.1 [ 21.3 [ 398 | 498 | 654 | 723 | 66.7 | 60.1 | 39.7 | 29.1 | 223 | 42.9 2.5

*Normal 1971-2000. Source: State Climatology Office.

SOURCE: 1990 Vilas County Economic Indicator Report; Wisconsin Agricultural Statistics, 1991-2003.
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Table 19-5
Average Monthly and Annual Temperature (in degrees F)
(District)*
Annual
Jan | Feb | Mar | Apr | May | Jun Jul Aug | Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec Change
Total from

Normal**

Normal 9.9 | 143 | 253 | 41.1 | 53.5 | 62.3 67.0 | 64.8 | 56.0 | 46.2 | 30.7 | 169 | 40.7 —
1982 1.6 | 12.3 1 24.6 | 36.5 | 58.0 | 56.3 679 | 62.6 | 549 | 46.5 | 29.7 | 23.1 39.5 -1.7
1983 16.7 | 242 |1 29.8 | 37.7 | 482 | 62.7 713 | 693 | 58.1 | 455 | 324 54| 41.8 1.1
1984 8.9 12521206 | 435 | 50.1 | 63.9 | 6536 | 67.6 | 53.9 | 484 | 30.7 | 17.3 | 413 .6
1985 9.0 | 124 | 31.6 | 45.1 | 56.8 | 59.2 65.1 | 62.6 | 559 | 44.7 | 24.7 5.6 | 394 -1.3
1986 13.2 | 134 | 289 | 16.2 | 564 | 61.5 68.0 | 61.4 | 558 | 444 | 262 | 204 | 413 v
1987 17.8 1 24.7 | 33.1 | 16.7 | 56.5 | 65.5 69.1 | 645 | 575 | 393 | 342 | 235 | 444 3.7
1988 8.0 931269 | 419 | 583 | 659 70.4 | 68.4 ] 569 | 39.2 | 32.0 | 16.1 | 4I1.1 4
1989 17.7 6.3 | 21.1 | 38.6 | 52.6 | 60.1 68.2 | 653 | 56.0 | 46.1 | 25.2 53| 385 2.1
1990 209 | 16.3 | 30.4 | 43.8 | 50.2 | 62.5 654 | 647 | 57.5 | 429 | 344 | 15.6 | 42.1 1.4
1991 83 | 18.7 | 284 | 445 | 582 | 66.5 66.0 | 66.8 | 54.1 | 428 | 248 | 18.0 | 41.4 0.8
1992 17.1 | 21.7 | 26.2 | 38.1 | 55.0 | 59.3 60.6 | 61.1 | 546 | 43.4 | 285 | 18.6 | 40.3 -0.3
1993 12.6 | 144 | 26.7 | 37.0 | 51.8 | 58.7 65.7 | 66.1 | 50.3 | 42.7 | 27.4 | 193 | 394 -0.8
1994 1.0 9.6 | 28.7 | 39.7 | 529 | 63.9 644 | 61.7 | 58.7 | 47.0 | 33.7 | 22.8 | 40.3 0.1
1995 149 | 143 [ 294 | 347 | 51.2 | 66.5 67.1 | 68.7 | 539 | 45.0 | 21.8 | 13.4 | 40.1 -0.1
1996 6.9 | 123 1 19.0 | 34.6 | 49.2 | 62.3 63.0 | 65.1 | 563 | 445 | 245 | 16.0 | 37.8 -2.4
1997 9511751259 ] 393 | 473 | 644 652 | 61.2 | 572 | 455 | 269 | 240 | 403 0.1
1998 18.0 [ 29.2 | 28.5 | 45.1 | 58.4 | 60.8 66.6 | 66.5 | 60.7 | 48.3 | 34.0 | 21.1 | 448 4.6
1999 93 1229|284 ] 443 | 56.2 | 63.3 70.0 | 63.6 | 55,5 | 439 | 37.6 | 19.7 | 429 2.7
2000 114 1 21.7 [ 353 | 39.9 | 54.7 | 59.9 654 | 65.0 | 55.8 | 48.4 | 29.7 6.6 | 41.2 1.0
2001 175 | 11.2 | 253 | 43.4 | 54.7 | 62.6 66.8 | 67.3 | 55.1 | 43.2 | 40.8 | 25.0 | 42.7 2.6
2002 21.2 [ 23.6 [ 20.2 | 39.0 | 47.6 | 63.8 70.6 | 64.8 | 58.6 | 384 | 28.7 | 223 | 41.6 1.2

*North Central District (Medford, Rhinelander & Wausau Stations)
**Normal 1971-2000. Source: State Climatology Office.
SOURCE: 1990 Vilas County Economic Indicator Report; Wisconsin Agricultural Statistics, 1991-2003.




