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Data from SAMHSA’s Drug Abuse Warning Network (DAWN) showed that here were about 8,0-00 ER visits for drugs like Ritalin, Concerta, and Adderal in 2004. These are the most abused prescription drugs for school age children.  Among those legally prescribed, ER visits occurred at the rate of 1.6 per 100,000 population for 12 to 17 years-old and 0.4 per 100,000 among those ages 18 to 24.  Among nonmedical users of the drugs, the rates were 1.7 visits per 100,000 population for those ages 12 to 17 and 1.0 per 100,000 among 18-24-year-olds. 


ER patients using ADHD drugs nonmedically, 21% took the drug alone, 20% used it with alcohol, 26% used it with an illicit drug, and 57% used it in combination with other pharmaceuticals.


“These SAMHSA findings show an alarming level of nonmedical use that could have life-threatening consequences, such as heart attack or stroke.” “Parents can help break this dangerous pattern of behavior by carefully monitoring their child’s use of 
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ADHD medication and control distribution of these ADHD medication to prevent nonmedical use by other children.
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