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Kayla Oberstadt from New London was selected to attend National 4-H Conference in Washington D.C. between March 29-April 3.  Kayla was one of five youth chosen from a statewide pool to represent University of Wisconsin Extension 4-H Youth Development at this annual event.  The delegation members were:  Teresa Dietenberger, Washington County; Kayla Oberstadt, Waupaca County; Steve Rebhahn, Vernon County; Roxanne G. Reisem, Rock County; Chelsea Vogel, Green County; and Adult Advisor Colleen Pulvermacher, Vernon County 4-H Youth Development Agent.  
Members of 4-H have a vision for the future in their own endeavors and in other activities.  The purpose of National 4-H Conference is to bring these diverse visions together, discuss them and strengthen the 4-H program at all levels.  The team planned and will implement ideas in the 4-H program by joining approximately 300 delegates in consulting groups that formulated action plans for the future of 4-H and Extension youth programs across the nation.  Each participant selected an issue (ie. Education, promotion, environment, violence) and worked with other youth from across the country to develop plans to help direct potential future 
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programming.  One day was spent on Capitol Hill meeting with legislators and touring.  The recommendations developed by the delegates during the conference will be presented directly to State 4-H Program Leaders and State 4-H Foundation Trustees.  The networking skills that youth gained during conference will help them in their after-conference work in addressing youth needs in their community and state through a national and state action plan.

Kayla thought “this was an unbelievable trip, not only seeing the city and meeting 4-H members from across the nation along with Puerto Rico and Canada, but realizing that the work we did there will impact the 4-H program on a national level in communities throughout the country.  Also, being in Washington D.C. and having the opportunity to meet with legislators was a productive and engaging experience for us as youth to share our own personal 4-H experiences.”

Partial funding for this program is provided by the Wisconsin 4-H Foundation.  Kayla would also like to thank the Waupaca County 4-H Leaders’ Association for their financial support and the opportunity to attend National 4-H Conference.


For information on this and other 4-H Youth Development activities please contact Penny Tank, 4-H Program Assistant, at the Waupaca County UWEX Office at (715) 258-6230 or penny.tank@ces.uwex.edu .  University of Wisconsin, U.S. Department of Agriculture and Wisconsin counties cooperating.  UW-Extension provides equal opportunities in employment and programming including Title IX and ADA.

There is a photo included and the caption should read:

Kayla Oberstadt meeting with Congressman Steve Kagen while at National 4-H Conference in Washington D.C.

