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Waupaca County officials are encouraging all citizens to attend one of two upcoming public information meetings on the county comprehensive plan.  Both meetings will be held on Tuesday June 5th, 2007.  One will be held as part of a special County Board meeting at 9:00am at the Waupaca County Courthouse.  The second will be held at the Manawa Middle School at 7:00pm.  The courthouse is located at 811 Harding Street in Waupaca.  The Manawa Middle School is located at 800 Beech Street in Manawa.

Both meetings will follow a similar format.  Nic Sparacio, Project Manager for Foth Infrastructure & Environment, LLC, will present a rough draft of the county plan.  Sparacio is part of the consulting firm hired by the county to work with citizens to develop the plan.  Following his presentation, the public will have an opportunity to engage in a question and answer period.  Following the question and answer period, citizens will be able to view data, maps, and displays in an open house format and ask one-on-one questions.
The county plan is being developed under the guidelines of Wisconsin’s Comprehensive Planning Law, which was signed into law by Governor Thompson in October, 1999.  The law requires that as of January 1, 2010 communities must make their zoning, subdivision, and official mapping decisions consistent with a comprehensive plan.  A comprehensive plan must address nine community elements, including, issues and opportunities; housing; transportation; economic development; agricultural, natural, 
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and cultural resources; utilities and community facilities; land use; intergovernmental cooperation, and implementation.
Over the course of the last 3 years, hundreds of citizens from 33 of 34 municipalities have collaborated to develop individual community plans.  These community plans have laid the foundation for development of an overall county plan.  The county plan has been assembled by a group of 35 community members known as the Core Planning Committee, which is comprised of one representative from each participating municipality and two from the County Board.  The committee has considered all of the community plans, 8,000 responses from surveys that were sent to every landowner, and an abundance of public input at the dozens of meetings they have held to develop this rough draft.  They encourage all citizens to attend and provide input during the public information meetings.
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