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Little Wolf High School was the sight of the 2007 Waupaca County 4-H Music, Drama, and Speaking Contest.  The Festival gives 4-H members another opportunity to learn how to work as a team, gain self-confidence and improve speaking skills.  One of the comments most often mentioned by former 4-H members is that 4-H taught them how to feel comfortable communicating and speaking in public.  Their practice and experience ranges from interviewing for trips, sharing ideas at 4-H community club meetings, teaching at project meetings, giving demonstrations, giving instructions at summer 4-H camp, and participating in the 4-H Music, Drama, and Speaking Festival.


The Waupaca County 4-H Leaders’ Association sponsors the Festival, which features three grade divisions in the speaking contest and four categories in the music and drama contest.  Cash awards are donated by the Waupaca County 4-H Leaders’ Association for each entry and all participants receive a ribbon.


Eight performances made up the music and drama contest.  Clubs could enter in drama, puppetry, skit or music.
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The first performance was a skit entry by the Baldwins Mill 4-H Club, located near Royalton.  Members entertained the audience with a performance entitled “Why Mosquitos Buzz in your Ear.”  The next entry was a novelty number by the Friendly Valley 4-H Club, located in Manawa.  The entry was entitled “Be Kind to your Parents.”  Following this was a drama entry by members from Country Pride 4-H Club in Weyauwega.  The performance was entitled “Birthday Cake”.


Country Pride 4-H Club members also performed a puppetry piece entitled “Homer Didn’t Give a Hoot.”  Sandy Knoll 4-H Club, New London and Readfield area performed a novelty entitled “Time Warp.”  Following this was a drama by members in the Sunrise 4-H Club, Marion.  The performance was called “Who Killed Doc Robin.”


The Lind Center Beavers 4-H Club, Weyauwega, entertained the audience with a novelty entitled “Drugs and Alcohol, Just Say No.”  The last performance was by members of the Wolf River Rascals 4-H Club in New London.  They performed an instrumental number by “The Little Rascals.”     


Some of the entries are eligible to be selected to perform at the Wisconsin State Fair.  This year, Sandy Knoll 4-H Club, “Time Warp” was selected for State Fair and alternates were Lind Center Beavers - “Drugs and Alcohol, Just Say No,” Sunrise-“Who Killed Doc Robin,” and Country Pride-“Birthday Cake.”


 Members could also enter in a fairly new category called mini performances.  Participants included Brenda Paider and Ashley Taggart of Weyauwega, who performed a musical duet, Jenna Hare from Marion, performing a dance routine, Amy Manske of 
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New London performing a vocal solo, Kristen Dathe from Tigerton who performed a vocal solo, Julia Hare of Marion who performed an instrumental piece, Rosalyn Dathe from Tigerton who performed an instrumental number, and Shantelle Stevenson from Tigerton and Julia Hare of Marion who performed an instrumental duet.  Amy, Julia and Shantelle were selected to perform at the Wisconsin State Fair.

In the speaking contest members can give an original speech, read poetry, tell a 

story or read prose.  Participants in the grades 3-5 group included Ashley Acker, Laura Hintz, Melissa Nelson, Mickey Pecha, Autumn Ferg, and Rosalyn Dathe.

The grades 6-8 group included Amber Acker, Ashley Taggart, Alisha Kloehn, Lucas Jensen, Gaston Popple, Durant Popple, Anna Moser, Cassandra Philippon, Victoria Philippon, Kayla Mischke, and Michelle Hintz.  Participants in the grades 9 and above group included Brenda Paider, Carol Bigalke, Phillip Taggart, and Holly Rickert.


Coordinators for the 2007 Music, Drama, and Speaking Festival were the 4-H Activity Committee including Bernice Abel, Tresa Lemmers, Kathy Manske, Linda Beres, and Michelle Orr.    


For information on this and other 4-H and Youth Development activities in Waupaca County you can contact Penny Tank, 4-H Program Assistant at the UW-Extension Office at (715) 258-6230, (TTY) 800-947-3529.  University of Wisconsin, U.S. Department of Agriculture and Wisconsin counties cooperating.  UW-Extension provides equal opportunities in employment and programming including Title IX and ADA.
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