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Feed Value Important for Alfalfa Forage
Alfalfa harvest in the southern part of the state will be starting as soon as fields dry enough to allow tractors in the fields. One of the challenges for dairy producers is deciding when to harvest their first crop of alfalfa. The most widely accepted measure of quality of alfalfa is Relative Feed Value (RFV). RFV is an index used to compare the quality of forages relative to the feed value of full bloom alfalfa. RFV is used to compare similar forages for two important qualities- how well it will be consumed and how well it will be digested. Alfalfa quality for milking dairy cows should be 150 RFV (relative feed value). For animals such as steers, heifers or dry cows the quality may be lower.  When planning when to harvest producers must remember that up to 15 -20 points of RFV will be lost due to harvesting and respiratory losses.  RFV values for first crop alfalfa in the field can drop as much as 4 to 5 points of RFV per day compared to one or two per day in second or third crop.  Growers must plan ahead and make allowances for total harvest time.  To average 150 RFV across all fields, you should start cutting when the RFV is around 170 or 180.  Allow for local soil conditions.  Alfalfa on lighter sandy soils and fields on south-facing slopes will normally mature earlier.  Statewide and county-by-county results are on the World Wide Web at http://www.uwex.edu/ces/ag/scissorsclip/index.cfm .
For an extensive website listing nearly 100 articles relating to alfalfa production and the use of alfalfa as forage go to the UW Forages Website at: http://www.uwex.edu/ces/crops/uwforage/alfalfa.htm
.  I plan on sampling some area fields and then make this information available to area farmers. Fields will be checked for the next couple of weeks on Monday, Wednesday and Friday and results of these checks will be announced Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday on WISS (1090 AM) radio after the 6:30 AM and the 7:30 AM news and also after the noon news. The results will also be posted on our UW-Extension Agriculture webpage. http://www.uwex.edu/ces/cty/waushara/ag/index.html Results will also be available by calling the Waushara County Extension Office at 920-787-0416.  
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