Ken WilliamsPRIVATE 

UW-Extension

Agriculture Agent

Waushara County

June 30, 2006

Emerald Ash Borer Found in Illinois
On June 13, 2006 a report was released by the Illinois Department of Agriculture that the emerald ash borer had been found in a subdivision about 40 miles south of Lake Geneva Wisconsin. Inspectors discovered several infested ash trees at the location where it was originally found and also found at least six additional infested trees within five-blocks of the residence that were infested, as well as evidence of an infestation in an adjacent subdivision. The emerald ash borer is a small, metallic-green beetle native to Asia.  Its larvae burrow into the bark of ash trees, causing the trees to starve and eventually die.  Since the emerald ash borer was first confirmed in the Midwest in the summer of 2002, more than 20 million ash trees are dead or dying. The emerald ash borer had been found earlier in upper Michigan. 

Inspectors suspect that the emerald ash borer may have been transported into Illinois in contaminated firewood from a quarantined area in Michigan.  Five states now have confirmed infestations of EAB.  The others are Indiana, Ohio and Maryland Michigan and Illinois. The emerald ash borer typically moves only short distances by flying, but can survive long distances in transit on ash nursery stock, ash logs, branches and firewood.  The natural dispersal rate of emerald ash borer is just 1/2 - 2 miles per year, however the transmission of this pest is accelerated beyond its natural rate by the inadvertent transportation of its larvae in logs, firewood and nursery stock. To avoid the accidental introduction of the beetle to new areas, people are advised to purchase only locally-grown nursery stock and locally-cut firewood.  

The emerald ash borer is difficult to detect in newly-infested trees.  Signs of infestation include the presence of metallic-green beetles about half the diameter of a penny on or around ash trees, thinning and yellowing leaves, D-shaped holes in the bark of the trunk or branches and shoots growing from the base of the tree.  Anyone who suspects a tree has been infested is urged to first contact their county Extension office.  Options for treating infested trees are limited.  In most instances, they must be removed. Emerald ash borer attacks both stressed and healthy ash trees, typically killing its host in 1-3 years, and will attack all ash species including white, green and black ash. To slow disease spread, all ash trees within a one-half mile radius of infected trees are removed. DNR foresters have been setting traps to detect emerald ash borer since 2004. With some local assistance, trees at private and county campgrounds in northeastern Wisconsin nearest the area where EAB was found in Michigan are also inspected periodically. In 2005, the survey was expanded to include detection trees along the Lower Wisconsin Riverway and visual surveys at 101 private and county campgrounds in northeast and southeast Wisconsin. A total of 2,447 trees were surveyed last year, including some on national forestland. The most important control measure people can use is to not move firewood around the state. 
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