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Moles
One of the more common calls received from homeowners concerns a rarely seen mammal called the mole. Moles are smaller animals, about 7-8 inches long with small poorly developed eyes and ears. Moles are not rodents. Rodents such as mice or rats have curved incisor teeth for chewing. Moles have small sharp teeth that are suited to their diet of insects, grubs and worms. Moles are beneficial in that they consume insects and grubs but in doing so they leave unwanted ridges of raised dirt as they burrow along just a couple inches or so below the soil surface in search of food. It is this that makes the mole an unwanted guest in a homeowner’s manicured lawn. A mole’s nest and permanent tunnels are located 6-18 inches beneath the soil surface. The fact that a moles primary diet consists of insects, grubs and earthworms makes the use of poisoned bait relatively ineffective. The use of poisoned bait many times will simply cause the mole to abandon a tunnel and move elsewhere in the lawn. Gas cartridges can sometimes be used successfully to fumigate a mole’s tunnels system. Cartridges are available at some hardware stores and garden centers. Working to eliminate the food supply for the moles can be one way to reduce the problem. The use of a lawn pesticide that will kill white grubs (June beetle larvae), other insects and even earthworms can reduce the number of moles in a yard. The disadvantages are that chemicals are expensive and you may be or are killing beneficial insects or earthworms. Small gardens or raised beds can be protected by installing a barrier made by creating an underground fence using sheet metal or hardware cloth set 12 inches deep into the soil. There are some repellents on the market that have become available and are showing some signs of success. These repellents are applied by a hose end applicator or a sprinkling can to the surface of the lawn. Trapping moles is probably the most effective and efficient method of removing moles from a lawn in terms of time and cost. Mole traps at first glance look brutal and dangerous but are actually quite humane. Specially designed traps are made to straddle or encircle the mole’s runway. Moles are very sensitive to anything unnatural in its environment and a trap must be set carefully and placed in a frequently used tunnel in order for it to be successful. For those homeowners who prefer not to use any of the above measures there is the option of mutual coexistence. Accept the fact that there will be tunnels in your lawn and adopt a mindset that the tunnels are not a problem.
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