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The cost to maintain health insurance for farmers and their families has been a major challenge for all farmers. There are surveys that report that nearly 1 out of 5 farmers have no health insurance and the ones who do are paying several thousand dollars a month for coverage. Studies consistently report that farmers experience a high rate of work related injuries. The National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health reports farmers have the third highest rate for non-fatal injuries among occupational groups. Many farm families have a family member working off the farm either full time or part time in order to be eligible for affordable health insurance coverage. The Wisconsin Federation of Cooperatives (WFC) recognized that health care is at the top of the list of concerns facing farm families. WFC worked with lawmakers and Governor Doyle and in 2003 spearheaded the Co-Op Care law that allows farmers and agribusiness to join together through a cooperative program to purchase affordable, quality health care coverage. WFC, Agri-Services Agency and Aetna worked with farmers to develop plans that provide insurance programs farmers need at a price that they can afford. The Farmers’ Health Cooperative of Wisconsin has been formed to offer individual farmers and agribusiness several cost-effective plans that are designed for farmers. These benefit plans offer coverage for work related injuries, tax deductible health savings account (HAS) compatible plans, affordable premiums, predictable stabilized rates, prescription drug coverage, freedom to choose your provider, maternity coverage and 24 hour nurse line. The plans also include a $2,000 benefit to cover medical expenses resulting from accidents as well as a vision program offered by a national provider. If you have an interest in this program there are informational sessions planned for June 6 and June 7 in our area. On Wednesday June 6, 2007 the information sessions will be at the World War II building at 440 W Main St. in Wautoma at 10 AM, 1:30 PM and at 8 PM. On Thursday June 7, 2007 the information session will be presented at the City Council Chambers at 108 N. Capron St. in Berlin at 10 AM, 1:30 PM and at 8 PM. Farming in Wisconsin is a $51 billion a year business and farmers are essential to the economy of the state and to the well being of their families. The material I have doesn’t list any pre-registration or charges to attend these sessions. For more information about Farmers’ Health Cooperative of Wisconsin call 800-539-9370 or visit www.farmershealthcooperative.com.
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