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Feral Pigs in Wisconsin

The Wisconsin Department of Agriculture Trade and Consumer Protection has sent out a news release pertaining to feral pigs in Wisconsin. Pseudorabies was discovered on two farms in Clark County last April, one of which had pastured Eurasian and domestic hogs that had possibly been exposed to feral hogs.  The outbreak led to the destruction of more than 300 hogs, and temporary restrictions on hog exports to a handful of states.  Fortunately, Wisconsin’s $120 million hog industry was protected when the U.S. Department of Agriculture left the state’s pseudorabies-free status in place – because the outbreak may have originated in feral pigs rather than domestic herds. Today, feral pigs are found in 23 states. In Wisconsin feral pigs have been sighted in 33 counties including Waushara, Portage and Waupaca. In locations where feral pigs have more recently been discovered it is likely that these individuals are the result of unintentional escapes from domestic swine facilities, escapes or releases from game farms, or illegal stocking. Biologists estimate the nationwide population of feral pigs to be around four million animals. The Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources has adopted the position that feral pigs are exotic, non-native wild animals that pose significant threats to both the environment and to agricultural operations. The Department promotes aggressive removal anywhere feral pigs are reported. Feral pigs are considered unprotected wild animals with no closed season or harvest limit. Landowners can shoot feral pigs anytime without a license. Others may remove feral pigs any time throughout the year as long as they possess a valid small game license and the permission of the landowner where they intend to hunt. The meat is reported to be of excellent quality, even considerably tastier than domestic pork. The home territory of a feral pig covers an area about 10 square miles or less. However, if food is in short supply, the pigs may range up to 50 square miles. They nest and rest in dense vegetation and secluded thickets. Feral pigs may live from 15 to 25 years. These hoofed mammals can run up to 30 miles per hour and are good swimmers. Feral pigs have a very strong sense of smell. They use their tough, flexible nose to sniff out roots, tubers, and small animals living underground. Pigs also have a good sense of hearing, but a poor sense of eyesight. Wild hogs may exhibit great variation in color but are usually black. The average wild sow weighs about 110 pounds (ranging from 80 to 330 pounds) and the average wild boar weighs about 130 pounds (ranging from 100 to 440 pounds). “We need three things from farmers and other rural landowners,” said State Veterinarian Dr. Robert Ehlenfeldt of the Wisconsin Department of Agriculture, Trade and Consumer Protection.  “We need you to report sightings or even suspicions that feral pigs have been around.  We need you to shoot them when they show up on your property, or get someone else to shoot them, when you can.  And we need you to get blood samples of any feral pigs killed on your land.”  If they kill feral hogs on their land, they should call the nearest DNR office.  DNR wardens have supplies to draw blood samples so the animal can be tested for pseudorabies, brucellosis, and classical swine fever.  If necessary, blood can be collected into a clean jar and refrigerated until a warden can be contacted. There will be no charge for the sampling or testing.
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