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Greetings, 
 
Do you want to continue to receive this newsletter?  
Is your address current?  Would you prefer the 
newsletter to come over email?  We are in the 
process of trying to fix our mailing list, which has not 
been updated for many years.  Please let me know 
if you need an address correction or no longer find 
this newsletter useful.  We donôt want to waste your 
tax money by sending this newsletter to people who 
donôt want it or by sending it to wrong addresses.   
 
Please help me make this newsletter more valuable 
to you.  We have changed the design slightly so 
there is more continuity from page to the next.  Like 
most newsletters, I will seek out the most timely 
advice and provide a description of upcoming 
activities.  If there are certain topics you would like 
to see covered or events you would like brought to 
the county, please let me know.  The middle pages 
have an insert surveying UW Extension education 
programs I can bring to the county.  If you would be 
willing to take the survey out, circle the programs 
you would like to see, and send it my office I would 
be grateful.  Or, look it over and save the $.41 
stamp and give me a call.    
 
Cheers, 
 
Nick Schneider 
Winnebago County Agriculture Agent 
 
 



Page 2 W innebago County Agricul ture  Ac t i v i t ies & Advice  

March  
11-12th   PDPW: Solving The Profit Puzzle  
   Madison 
17th   9:00 am Private Applicator Training,  
   J.P. Coughlin Center, Oshkosh 
18th   9:30 am Nutrient Management Plan Workshop,  
    J.P. Coughlin Center, Oshkosh 
25th   9:30 am Nutrient Management Plan Workshop,  
    J.P. Coughlin Center, Oshkosh 
26th 10:30 am Managing Crop Input Cost Seminar,  
   Omro Public Library 
27th   7:00 pm Organic Vegetable Certification,  
   J.P. Coughlin Center, Oshkosh 
31st 10:00 am Parlor User Group Meeting  
   Center Town Hall, Outagamie County 
 

April  
1ð3rd   WPS Farm Show: Visit the UW Center for 
   Dairy Profitability Booth  
   EAA, Oshkosh    
8ð9th   Fox-Wolf Watershed Alliance  
   Liberty Hall, Kimberly 
11th   Deadline for ordering ñAlfalfa RFQ PEAQ 
   Sticks  

Calendar of Events  

Do you want to receive the most current University of   Wisconsin research 

information by e-mail?  Most files will be sent as WORD, EXCEL, or PDF 

files with updates coming one or two times per month.  If you would like to 

be included on the Winnebago County óCropsô, ôDairyô or ôAg Businessô  list, 

please send an e-mail to nick.schneider@ces.uwex.edu. 

Soil Testing Probes  

UW-Extension has 18ò and 39ò Soil Testing Probes available for check 
out along with a free supply of soil bags.  

  
A deposit fee of $10.00 will be held until the probe is returned. 

 



Page 3 W innebago County Agricul ture  Ac t i v i t ies & Advice  

Why would I want to attend?  
1.Fertilizer is expensive  
2.Surface and groundwater quality get a lot of attention in Winnebago 
County 
3.Protect your right to farm by following the existing rules 
 
Farmers interested in increasing their understanding of manure       
handling and nutrient management are encouraged to participate in 
nutrient management plan training.  Participants will be trained on how 
to write a nutrient management plan for their farming operation.  This 
program will also be a great source of information for those individuals 
wishing to better understand and follow existing nutrient management 
plans.  Nutrient management training in Winnebago County is a joint 
effort between UW Extension and Winnebago County Land and Water 
Conservation.  Register by calling Winnebago County Extension at  
920-232-1971.  
 
When:  Tuesdays, March 18th and 25th  
 
Where:  James P. Coughlin Center, 625 E. County Rd. Y, Oshkosh 
 
Course Outline Day 1:  

Conservation Planning  

Nitrogen, Phosphorous and Potassium Fertility Management 

Ag Performance Standards and Manure Handling Ordinance  
 
Course Outline Day 2:  

Manure Handling 

Step-by-step Nutrient Management Plan pre-preparation.  SNAP Plus 
and longhand methods will be presented. 

Work dayðparticipants will begin to prepare their nutrient manage-
ment plan.  
 
What Time:  Training begins at 9:30 AM sharp.  The program will       
be complete daily by 3:00.  Please call ahead with your intensions to 
attend.  The cost for materials and meals for the two days is $35 or $50 
for 2 from the same farm.     

Learn How to Write Your Own Nutrient  

Management Plan  



The University of Wisconsin has numerous on-farm research projects 
underway.  I will update you season by season as to which projects I  
am recruiting participants for.  Most of the studies that I will ask your 
help for will have little or no cost.  Many times you will actually receive 
free services, such as soil tests or plant disease screenings.  If you 
think you might be interested in participating in any of these studies, 
please call me, Nick Schneider at 920-232-1971.  
 
Soil Phosphorus Stratification: Effects of Tillage and Soil Type.         
You likely have heard a lot of information about the problems that phos-
phorus can contribute to surface water.  The tool that has been devel-
oped to help farmers evaluate the threat of phosphorus run-off is called 
the phosphorus index (P-index).  The goal of this research is to deter-
mine how much phosphorus varies at different depths under different 
tillage systems.  The UW needs a lot of farms for this project.  I will 
do the soil sampling, I just need your permission to use your fields and 
a few minutes to properly fill out the crop history form.   
 
Maximizing Return to Nitrogen: Examining Corn Nitrogen Rates.         
A couple of years ago, the UW developed a new method to determine 
the most profitable rate of nitrogen to apply as both the price of corn 
and price  of nitrogen change.  There have been numerous farms par-
ticipating in this research across the state in the past couple of years; 
however, few farms are from the eastern clay area.  I need to recruit a 
few cash grain farmers for this project.  This is a great way to closely 
examine your nitrogen rate decisions.   
 
Alfalfa Yield and Persistence Monitoring Program.   The objectives 
of this research are to 1. Verify the yield and quality of alfalfa harvested 
from production fields over the life of the stand beginning with the first 
full production year.  2. To quantify decreases in stand productivity of 
alfalfa fields as they age.  I need to identify forage producers who are 
willing to weigh and sample each forage harvest.  On-farm scales are 
needed.  Perhaps we can collaborate with a neighboring farm that owns 
a sale. Considering the value of alfalfa to a dairy producer, this re-
search will generate extremely valuable information for the participating 
farms.        
 

On-Farm Research Participants Needed!  

by Nick Schneider,  
Winnebago County Agriculture Agent  
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Introduction to Organic Vegetable 

Certification  

Thursday, March 27th  7:00 to 9:00 pm  

James P. Coughlin Center  

625 E. County Rd. Y  

Oshkosh, WI 54901 -8131 
 

Is fresh market produce sales a source of supplemental income on your 

farm?  Do you have interest in premium pricing through organic market-

ing?  The process of becoming a USDA Certified Organic producer 

takes planning.  Harriet Behar from the Midwest Organic and Sustain-

able Education Service will introduce you to the requirements of USDA 

Certified Organic produce production.  Space is limited.  Please call 

ahead to reserve a seat.  920-232-1971.  

A more detailed presentation for crop, dairy and livestock producers will 

be hosted in Calumet County the following day on March 28th.  You can 

call the Calumet County Extension Office at 920-849-1450 or Fox Val-

ley Tech at 920-849-4416 for more details.    

Winnebago County Pest Sentinel Farms.  This is another project that 
is simple from the farmers perspective.  I am looking for a few farms in 
the county that will permit me to walk a few of your fields every week or 
two in order to track pest developments.  The pest population will then 
be shared with state wide monitoring programs and through local email 
updates.  Your farm identity will not be shared in the local email.   
 

Alfalfa Scissors Clips.  Forage quality monitoring using scissors clips 

is an excellent way to track forage quality as it stands in the field.  Since 

quality rapidly declines in first crop, early tracking is important.  Quality 

results will be known within a 1-2 days. I am looking for farms scattered 

throughout the county.    

 
Please watch for more projects to follow in future newsletters.  



Whatôs Your Style 

By Nick Schneider, Winnebago County Agriculture 

It is always dangerous to stereotype, but Iôm going to do it to present a 
point.  We all know that there is a tremendous amount of diversity from 
one farm to the next.  This diversity is a reflection of the management 
style used on each farm, whether deliberately or unconsciously chosen.  
While many farms are managed with a blended approach, the manage-
ment styles that stand out in my mind are:   
 
High Quality with Premium Pricing: These dairies often select high   
component breeds and manage for milk quality to keep somatic cell 
count as low as possible.  Doing so tends to generate a higher milk 
price paid to the farmer.  Certified organic milk premiums also fall into 
this category.  If you are direct marketing produce or livestock, you 
likely are seeking high premiums as well.  Aside from food grade, 
commodity grain typically does not have many premium pricing 
opportunities; however, discounts exist for low quality.   
 
Low Cost of Production:   These farm managers tend to place more 
emphasis on managing cost than pushing high production.  Appro-
aches that keep the cost per hundredweight or cost per bushel low 
apply here.  Grazing is usually considered a management approach 
with a low cost of production.  No-till or reduced till crop production 
might also fit under low cost of production because these systems 
decrease the number of passes across a field.    
 
Economies of Scale:  Typically large farms that milk or raise hun-
dreds, if not thousands of animals.  Crop production acreage may be in 
the thousands.  This approaches uses volume purchasing to leverage 
lower input prices.   Investments cost are spread out over more acres 
or more animals.   
 
High Production:  While you canôt buy your way to higher milk 
production per cow or higher grain yields per acre, these farmer 
managers are not bashful about spending money to make money.  
They use the latest in technologies, genetics, and research to produce 
the greatest volume of commodity with the assets they have available.  
 
Low Dept:  Some managers choose to keep debts as low as possible 
at all times.  Purchases are carefully considered and often paid for 
without financing or use short term financing.  By avoiding financing or 
even prepaying, they keep more of their sale.    
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I am sure some of you have read these short descriptions and felt none 
of these styles apply to your farm or perhaps multiple styles apply to 
your farm.  That is good.  The point I would like to make is, regardless 
of the style your farm, there is research, knowledge, and strategies 
available to help you sustain your livelihood in farming.  My role as your 
county agriculture agent is to help provide you with the latest informa-
tion to address your farmôs needs, whichever style of management you 
use.    
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Winnebago County  

Crop Production Update  

Featuring Fungicides and Fertilizers  

Thursday, March 26th  
Omro Public Library  

405 E. Huron St. Omro 
10:30 to 2:30 

 
Morning Session (10:30 to noon): Pesticide Products Featuring 
Fungicides 
Topics:  
1. Current Results of Foliar Fungicides in Corn and Corn Silage 
2. Disease Identification in Corn 
3. Current Results of Foliar Fungicides in Soybeans 
4. Disease Identification in Soybeans 
5. New Herbicides in 2008 
 
Lunch Break: Noon to 1:00:  On your own. 
 
Afternoon Session (1:00 to 2:30): Prioritizing Fertilizer Spending 
Topics:  
1.  Exploring the Maximum Return to Nitrogen Rate for Corn 
2.  Where do Pre-Plant and Pre-Sidedress Nitrogen Tests Fit? 
3.  Where to Invest in Potassium for Alfalfa When You Canôt Afford to 
Fertilize it All?  
  
There is no cost to attend this event.  There will be a 1 hour break for 
lunch.  You are welcome to attend in just the morning or afternoon 
sessions if that is what fits your interest. 
 
Please RSVP to the Winnebago County Extension Office if you plan to 
attend (920)-232-1971.   
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WINNEBAGO COUNTY 
2008 Private Applicator Training Meeting  

 

Monday, March 17, 2008  
Starting at 9:00 am 
JP Coughlin Center 

Meeting Rooms A & B 
625 E Cty Rd Y 

Last Call for  

Pesticide Applicator Training  

ü Winnebago County Land and Water Conservation Department 
(LWCD) has cost-share funding available for eligible projects that 
protect, restore, and sustain the natural resources of Winnebago 
County. 

ü Projects must provide water quality improvement through the 
reduction of sediment, phosphorus and/or other pollutants from 
agricultural, rural or urban sources.   

ü Program provides 70% costïsharing, up to $20,000, for eligible 
projects and sites. 

ü LWCD provides technical assistance in planning, design and 
supervision of project installation. 

ü Typical Best Management Practices include: 
V Barnyard runoff control systems (all components) 
V Conservation tillage (residue management) 
V Diversions, drop spillway structures (rock and sod 

chutes) 
V Grassed waterways (including tile) 
V Nutrient management planning 
V Shoreline and streambank protection 
V Vegetated riparian buffers 
V Well abandonment 
V Wetland restorations  
V é and more! 

 
Contact the Winnebago County Land & Water Conservation Department for 

further details.  (920) 232-1950 or (920) 727-8642 

Your Project may be Eligible for Cost Sharing!  
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Please detach and return           to the UW Extension Office  
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Natural Shoreline Expo Planned for May 31  

On May 31, 2008 the Winnebago County Land and Water Conservation 
Department is hosting the 2nd Annual Natural Shoreline Expo at the 
Sunnyview Exposition Center in Oshkosh. The Expo will bring together 
in one place a broad range of information about native gardens for 
habitat, vegetative buffers, yard care, and shoreline restorations for 
waterfront property owners and others. Assisting in promoting the event 
is the Winnebago Lakes Council. 
  
Featured will be an exhibition hall where individuals can meet with 
native plant experts, Wisconsin nurseries, shoreland restoration 
specialists, yard care experts, and a variety of conservation 
organizations and lake groups. Information will also be available on 
composting, yard care, and sources of phosphorous-free fertilizer for 
homeowners. 
 
Speakers are scheduled throughout the day: Jennifer Baker, Prairie 
Nursery, on native Wisconsin plant species; Dan Deick, of Backyard 
Organics on yard care; Chad Cook, UWEXT Basin Educator on the 
recent shoreland survey conducted with the Winnebago Lakes Council; 
and  Holly Tews-Bodway, shoreline property owner, on shoreland 
restorations and plantings. In addition, Eric Jacobsen, of formecology 
will be speaking on building rain gardens and landscaping for habitat. 
 
The Expo will be held indoors from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. at the Sunnyview 
Exposition Center/Winnebago County Fairgrounds, 500 County Road 
Y, Oshkosh. All events, including parking, are free. Call 920-232-1950 
for more information. ï Keith Marquardt 

Tractor & Machinery Certification Course for Youth 

ages 12-15 

April 12ðMay 10, 2008 

Fox Valley Technical College 

Call to register 920-735-5672 



For the crop years of 2005, 2006, and 2007, producers may apply for 
payments for losses on crops that were insured.  The program can 
reimburse farmers for low yields or prevented plantings of insured 
crops.  Losses must have occurred due to eligible natural disasters.   
 
Damages need to have exceeded 35% of the higher of the county 
established yield, or the crop insurance yield established for the 
producer and crop.  The payment rate for CDP is 42% of the 
established commodity price for insured crops.  Producers can only 
receive payment for losses in one of the years applicable to this 
program in any FSA administrative county.   If losses occurred in 
multiple years the office will calculate the most beneficial payment year.   
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CROP DISASTER PROGRAM 

(CDP) SIGN UP IS UNDERWAY 

Winnebago County producers who suffered disaster-related feed  
losses in 2005, 2006, or 2007 ï including losses on grazed acres and 
increased feed costs ï are encouraged to apply for compensation    
under the LCP.  The sign-up is ongoing and deadlines have yet to be 
announced.  
 
LCP compensates livestock producers for pasture losses, feed losses 
and increased feed costs occurring between January 1, 2005, and   
December 31, 2007, due to a natural disaster.   
 
Producers will need to show livestock numbers on the beginning date of 
the declared disaster, as well as the amount of increased feed costs, 
additional feed purchases, and/or grazing losses. 
 

LIVESTOCK COMPENSATION 
PROGRAM (LCP) PAYS FOR 

ELIGIBLE FEED, PASTURE LOSSES, 

AND INCREASED FEED COSTS 
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Feed receipts both for the disaster year and for the year immediately 
preceding will be needed to show proof of losses due the   additional 
feed purchases.  
 
 Eligible livestock must be dairy cattle, beef cattle, buffalo, beefalo, 
equine, poultry, elk, reindeer, sheep, goats, swine or deer that have 
been physically located in an eligible county on the beginning date of 
the applicable disaster period, maintained for commercial use as part  
of a farming operation on the beginning date of the disaster period, and 
not produced and maintained for reasons other than commercial use as 
part of a farming operation.   
 
Farmers may elect to receive compensation for calendar years 2005, 
2006, or 2007 losses and must choose only one year for which they 
want to apply for benefits.   
 
Please call for an appointment for either program at: (920) 424-0329 
Ext. 2 
 
Note: All owners and operators that have made changes to their 
business operations or land changes please contact the office as 
soon as possible to report them.  This will save you time and 
speed up your visit to the office in any future or ongoing sign up.  

Parlor User Group meeting will be held on Monday, March 31, 2008    
at 10:00 amðnoon at the Center Town Hall.  Speakers will be:  
Brian Holmes , Biological System Engineer from UW Madison and  
Dave LaCount , Nutrition specialist from Land Oô Lakes in Little Chute.         
Dr. Holmes will lead a discussion on rubber flooring in freestall barns 
and parlors.  Dr. Holmes will put your data in a spreadsheet and show 
projections as to improved cow comfort and profitability with added 
rubber flooring.  Dr. LaCount will lead a discussion on ways to save 
feed costs and especially protein cost with the high prices.  The 
meeting will be in a round table format with lots of interaction and group 
learning. 
 
Please call 920-832-5119 and let Zen or Denise know if you are 
coming. 

Parlor User Group Meeting  
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It might seem a bit early to start thinking about weeds, however by the 
time the next newsletter comes out, weeds may be emerging.  Delays 
in weed control can significantly reduce final crop yield.  This trend is 
especially evident in corn.  The software program WeedSOFT has an 
Advisor module that can be used to predict yield loss and guide weed 
control selection decisions.  By entering a few field scenarios into 
WeedSOFT, a predicted estimate of yield loss in corn or soybeans can 
be established.  The following field scenario was run for this example:      
 
planting date = May 1st 
row spacing = 30ò 
corn price = $3.75/bushel  
yield = 140 bushels/acre  
rotation = corn-soybean 
 
Weed Pressure (plants per 100 square feet): 
common lambsquarters = 25 
crabgrass = 75  
velvetleaf = 15 
yellow foxtail = 75 
 
Scenarios were performed with herbicide applications pre-emergent, 
early post-emergent on V2 corn, mid post-emergent on V5 corn, and 
late post-emergent on V8 corn.  As the herbicide application is delayed, 
weeds will continue to grow.  Weed heights were adjusted for the post-
emergent treatments.  Two-pass scenarios are similar to the pre-
emergent application, however, the risk of more seeds returning to the 
soil is diminished.  The following chart shows the predicted yield losses 
from weed pressure:   
  

Weed Control Timing  
Influences Crop Yield  

By Nick Schneider,  
Winnebago County Agriculture Agent  
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Yield loss from early weed competition provides an estimate of yield 
reduction due to weeds competing with the crop prior to the weed 
control practice.  Yield loss estimates are based on weed species 
present, density of weeds, size of weeds, and stage of crop 
development.  By delaying application to when corn has two developed 
leaves, early season weed competition reduces yield by 0.7 bushels.   
Total yield loss was 2.8 bushels.  Some herbicides that are considered 
pre-emergent can also be applied at a reduced rate mixed with the 
post-emergent herbicide to young corn plants for extended residual 
activity against late emerging weeds, especially crabgrass and fall 
panicum.  Big yield loss comes from a single post-emergent 
applications to V8 corn or taller.  By this point in the season, yield has 
already been reduced by 6.1 bu/A.  Additionally, since weeds will be 4 
to 8 inches tall or more, they become increasingly difficult to control 
which may result in escapes.  Herbicides applied to larger corn crops 
may also result in yield reduction due to herbicide injury, depending on 
the product applied.  As a result, the total yield loss is estimated at 20.8 
bu/A or nearly $80 because of this late application!  Since you know 
that you have to control weeds anyway, you might as well do it in a 
timely manner.  Always read and follow label instructions prior to 
applying herbicides.   

 Yield Loss 

From Early 

Weed Com-

petition  

Total        

Predicted 

Bushels 

Lost  

Cost of 

Lost Yield   

Treatment Time  

No Weed Control - 29 bu/A $108.75 /A 

Pre-Emergent 0 1.2 bu/A $4.29 /A 

Post-Emergent V2 0.7 bu/A 2.8 bu/A $10.44 /A 

Post-Emergent V5 2.6 bu/A 9.3 bu/A $35.15 /A 

Post-Emergent V8 6.1 bu/A 20.8 bu/A $77.86 /A 
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The PEAQ (Predicted Equations for Alfalfa Quality) method, developed 

by the University of Wisconsin-Madison, is a proven, low-cost method 

for instantly estimating forage quality of standing alfalfa.  The first har-

vest is typically the highest yielding yet most difficult crop to put up in a 

timely manner.  The PEAQ stick provides a simple, effective tool  to 

schedule your harvest to achieve forage quality target levels.  

Since the Winnebago County Extension office doesnôt have a PEAQ 

stick, an essential tool for alfalfa production, I will be placing an order.  

To save on shipping costs, I would like to place a bulk order for the 

PEAQ sticks.  They cost $10.  Please contact me by calling 920-232-

1971 by Friday April 11th.  Once the shipment is received I will deliver 

the PEAQ stick to your farm and teach you how to use it.   

Placing Order for Alfalfa RFQ PEAQ Sticks  

The UW Center for Dairy Profitability hopes to see you at the Low Cost 

Parlor during the WPS Farm Show.  The Low Cost Parlor Display is an 

example of what a home built parlor stall construction could look like. 

Typically that might be done inside the existing stall barn after the new 

cow housing has been built.  County agents and specialists will be on 

hand to talk over the possible changes that could take place on a dairy 

farm to allow increased labor efficiency, cow comfort and a healthier 

and safer way to milk cows for the herd size that is desired for that 

business.  So if farms are considering this idea, this is a chance to talk 

with someone that is not trying to sell anything but the idea that it 

might be possible. 

Visit the Low Cost Parlor Display at the 

WPS Farm Show  

April 1 -3rd  


