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Best Wishes,

Nick Schneider, Winnebago County Ag Agent
nick.schneider@ces.uwex.edu



Page 2

Winnebago County Agriculture Activities & Advice

Calendar of Events

October
19th

20th

26th

29th
November

3rd

4th

13th

17th

17th

December
3rd

7th

8th
10th

17th

January

30th

10:00 am - Noon
10:00 am - Noon
7:30 pm - 9:00 pm

1:00 - 2:30 pm

9:00 am - 3:00 pm
9:00 am - 3:00 pm

10:00 am - 3:00 pm

10:00 am - 3:00 pm

10:00 am - 3:00 pm

7:00 pm - 9:30 pm
9:30 am - 3:00 pm
9:30 am - 3:00 pm
7:00 pm - 9:30 pm

7:00 pm - 9:30 pm

8:30 am - 1:30 pm

Clean Sweep, Fire Station, Omro

Clean Sweep, 440 Municipal Dr. Seymour

Financial Assistance, JP Coughlin Center,
Oshkosh

Financial Assistance, Omro Public Library

Working Lands Initiative, Fond du Lac

Working Lands Initiative, De Pere

Pest Management Update, Green Bay

Pest Management Update, Fond du Lac

Milking Systems Seminar, Kimberly

Nutrient Management Class, JP Coughlin
Soil and Water Management, Juneau

Soil and Water Management, Kiel
Nutrient Management Class, JP Coughlin

Nutrient Management Class, JP Coughlin

Tractor and Machinery Certification Starts,

Omro FFA Room
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2009 Tractor & Machinery Certification Course

Saturdays, January 30—March 6, 2009
8:30 am to 1:30 pm
Omro High School

This six week course meets state and federal requirements of 24 hours
of training. Course will be lengthened if weather causes a class can-
celation The class fee is $10. To fully meet the requirement, 100%
attendance is necessary.

Course materials and a written exam are targeted at youth who are 13-
15 years old. Youth are also evaluated on how well they are able to
reach and operate tractor controls on a simulated course during a driv-
ing exam. Minimum age requirement is 12 with a parent accompanying
the youth. Maximum enrollment is 20 students.

Contact the Winnebago County Extension Office for details at 920-232-
1971 or to regqister.

Outagamie and Winnebago Counties

Agricultural Clean Sweep
October 19 & 20, 2009

Outagamie and Winnebago Counties will be holding an Agricultural Clean
Sweep on Monday, October 19 and Tuesday, October 20, 2009. Ag
Clean Sweep is a two-day only event where farmers and qualifying
businesses can dispose of unwanted pesticides and chemicals. Disposal
is free for farmers, and qualifying businesses can dispose of pesticides at
a 50% discount (some restrictions apply).

Ag Clean Sweep will take place from 10:00 a.m. to noon at the Omro Fire
Department, 502 W Huron Street, Omro on October 19" and from 10:00
a.m. to noon at the Outagamie County Highway Department, 440
Municipal Drive, Seymour on October 20™. All participants must PRE-
REGISTER by calling their respective county; Outagamie County at
(920) 832-2031 and Winnebago County at (920) 232-1850.

Ag Clean Sweep is made possible by grant funding provided by the
Department of Agriculture, Trade and Consumer Protection and the
Outagamie and Winnebago County Departments of Solid Waste, in
cooperation with UW-Extension.
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Financial Assistance Programs for Farm
Families

Monday, October 26, 7:30 to 9:00 pm
James P. Coughlin Center, 625 E. County Y. Oshkosh

And

Wednesday, October 29, 1:00 to 2:30 pm
Omro Public Library, 405 E. Huron St. Omro

PLEASE RSVP to the Winnebago County UW-Extension Office
one business day before if you plan to attend. Since we have
never hosted and event like this before, we need to know if there
will be people attending.

With the financial struggles in agriculture, especially dairy, there
may be some of you who need help with pay for some of the
household bills, such as energy, health care and food. As
farmers, you have paid much in local, state, and federal taxes.
Many of these dollars have gone to programs such as Food
Share, Energy Assistance, and Badger Care. With some recent
changes to the filing process, including changes in income
reporting and depreciation, more farm families may be eligible for
assistance from these programs, Many dairy farmers around the
county are struggling to pay even the household bills. Please
consider attending one of these brief meetings. Presenters will
be:

Ann Kriegl: Winnebago County Workforce Development
Better Miller: Program Services Manager, Energy Services Inc.

One-on-one consultations can also be done after these dates.
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Pest Management Update Meetings

Presentations will include pest management and biology informa-
tion for Wisconsin field crops. Speakers will include Eileen Cul-
len or Bryan Jensen, entomologists, Paul Esker, plant patholo-
gist, Mark Renz and Chris Boerboom, weed scientists. Presenta-
tions start promptly at 10:00 am and conclude by 3:00 pm. Four
CCA CEU credits are requested for each location. The $30 reg-
istration fee per participant included a noon meal and information
packet. Make your reservations with the host county one week
prior to the scheduled meeting date.

Green Bay: Friday, November 13, Rock Garden (Comfort Suites
Hotel). Reserve with Brown County: 920-391-4612

Fond du Lac: Tuesday, November 17, Rm 113 UW Fond du Lac,
Reserve with Fond du Lac Count: 920-929-3170

Weed Management: 1) herbicide updates; 2) field horsetail in
corn; 3) resistance—you be the judge; 4) summary of pre herbi-
cides in soybeans; 5) Boerboom’s Top 10; 6) fall perennial weed
control with herbicides; 7) volunteer wheat effects on alfalfa es-
tablishment; 8) weed suppression in pastures; and 9) NR40 what
ag professionals need to know.

Disease Management: 1) white mold in 2009; 2) hail damage
and fungicides for corn; 3) anthracnose of corn; and 4) wheat dis-
eases in 2008/09

Insect Management: 1) managing soybean aphid and spider
mites in late season; 2) soybean host plant resistance for soy
aphid; 3) corn insect pests; 4) corn insect Bt traits.

CONGRATULATIONS TO CROSS FARMS LLC FOR
WINNING THE WORLD FORAGE SUPERBOWL,
DAIRY HAYLAGE CLASS!!!!
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Winnebago County Receives Grant for Nutrient
Management Training: All Funds Go To Pay For
Farmers’ Soil and Manure Samples

Approximately only 30% of agriculture land in Winnebago County is
operated under a nutrient management. Since there are state rules
that dictate all agriculture land (and large turf areas) should be operated
with a nutrient management plan, this issue is not going away. Fortu-
nately, there are financial assistance programs to help get past financial
obstacles. Programs through NRCS-EQIP and the Land and Water
Conservation office have paid farmers to hirer a plan writer. One alter-
native is to participate in a Wisconsin Department of Agriculture ap-
proved nutrient management class. This class has been taught for the
past two years in Winnebago County.

Winnebago County Land and Water Conservation and UWEX was
awarded a grant to directly pay for the analysis of soil and manure
samples for farmers participating in the 2009/2010 nutrient man-
agement class. We have funding to pay for soil sample analysis on
3000 acres, collected in five acre samples. This is FREE to those peo-
ple who will write their own plan. You do not have to utilize the grant
funds to participate in the classes. A nutrient management plan must
start with a soil sample. The UW Extension office has plenty of soil
probes and samples bags. If you have not soil sampled your farm in
the past four years, you will need to. Please plan to collect samples yet
this fall. It can be done in spring too if time runs out.

Nutrient management class schedule:

Class Option 1: We will host a NM class Thursday EVENINGS in De-
cember: 3, 10, and 17th from 7:00 pm to 9:30 pm. This class is tar-
geted at grain producers with day jobs and livestock/dairy farms that
can not attend a daytime training.

Class Option 2: We will host a NM class in February as in past years.
This class will emphasize farming styles with manure. Details to be
announced in the next newsletter.

All classes will be held at the James P. Coughlin Center in Oshkosh.
Please contact Nick Schneider at Winnebago County UWEX.
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2009 Soil, Water, & Nutrient Management
Meetings

These meetings combine the former Soil & Water Management and
Fertilizer Dealer Meetings into one 4-hour session. Matt Ruark, Dick
Wolkowski, Carrie Laboski, Fred Madison, Dennis Frame, Paul Kivlin,
and Sue Porter will present current soil & water management and soil
fertility information. All speakers may not be present at all meetings. A
$35.00 registration fee (which includes lunch) will be charged for the
meeting. Certified Crop Adviser CEU credits (2 hours in soil and water
management and 2 hours in nutrient management) have been re-
quested. Make reservations with the host agent at least 1 week before
the meeting you wish to attend.

Discussion Topics

e Reducing the risk of nutrient loss in surface water runoff: Frozen &
snow-covered soils (Paul Kivlin)

e Reducing the risk of nutrient loss in surface water runoff: Non-
frozen soils (Dennis Frame)

e  Soil mapping in karst (Fred Madison)

e Wisconsin nutrient management update (Sue Porter)

e What you need to know about gypsum (Dick Wolkowski)

e Nitrogen application on legumes and legume N credits (Matt Ruark)

e The “Big Laboski Hour” (Carrie Laboski)

» Nitrogen availability from treated manure

» A first look at Instinct®

» Tips for managing nutrients to survive the economic crisis

Juneau: Monday, December 7, 127 E. Oak Street, Dodge County, 920-
386-3790

Kiel: Tuesday, December 8, Millhome Supper Club, Hwy 57/32, She-
boygan County, 920-459-5904
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Farmland Preservation Program (FPP)
Integrated

Changes are a coming

Reminder to call and make an appointment in late December or early
January to certify for the Farmland Preservation Program (FPP) 2009
tax credit. Certifications cannot be done until after January 1, 2010.

It is a requirement of the Winnebago County FPP that all participants
meet with the Land and Water Conservation Department annually to
certify they are in compliance with the County Conservation Standards
and therefore eligible for the tax credit.

Changes

There are sweeping changes coming to FPP that will simplify the tax
credit calculations for landowners, while increasing the requirements to
receive the credit. Here is a brief overview of the changes that will be in
effect when you certify in 2011 for tax year 2010.

The income component and acreage minimum have been
removed.

There will now be a flat rate of $7.50/acre annual tax credit
for land zoned Exclusive Agriculture (EA).  Note: Several
other options are available for EA and non EA land.

Eligible land will have to comply with the State Agriculture
Performance Standards.

Important!!!

You must certify in 2010 for 2009 tax year to be considered an “Existing
Participant”. Existing Participants are allowed a five year schedule to
bring their operations into compliance with the standards. Those that
do not will be considered “New Participants” and will be required to
meet the standards before being eligible for the new tax credit. We will
be holding several informational meetings this next year to help
everyone better understand the new changes. Dates have not been
set at this time.
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FPP continued....

Please call us with any questions, as the new changes are somewhat
confusing and more detailed than described in this article.

Thank you and remember to set up appointments around the first of the
year to certify!!!

Jon Bahrke —Agronomist Tom Davies — Director
Winnebago Land and Water Conservation Dept
Phone: (920) 232-1950, (920) 727-8642

Milking Systems Seminar
A Seminar for Dairy Producers and Agri-Business

Tuesday, November 17, 2009-10:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.,
Liberty Hall, Kimberly

9:30 Registration: Milk, Coffee, & Rolls Available

10:00 Starting Fresh-How To Manage Milk Quality : Across the Dry
Period, Pam Ruegg, DVM, UWEX

11:00 Optimizing Your Milking Parlor: Milking and Cleaning
Performance Top 10 List , Keith Engle-Westfalia Surge

12:00 Lunch

1:00 Implementing Total Quality Management In Your Milking
Parlor: Using Your Data, Doug Reinemann, UWEX

2:00 Energy Audits: What We Have Done In Outagamie County,
Zen Miller, Dairy/Livestock Agent, Outagamie County, UW-Extension
and Greg Smedema, Franklin Energy

3:00 Adjourn

Registration fee: $25 Make check payable to: UWEX, Registration
deadline: November 10, 2009

Mail to: Zen Miller, Outagamie County UWEX, 3365 W. Brewster
Street, Appleton, WI 54914

QUESTIONS CALL 920-832-5119
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NRCS Announces Conservation Stewardship
Program (CSP) sign-up

The CSP is a voluntary conservation program that encourages
producers to address resource concerns in a comprehensive
manner by undertaking additional conservation activities, and
improving, maintaining and managing existing conservation
activities. Through CSP, the NRCS provides financial and
technical assistance to eligible applicants to conserve and
enhance natural resources on their land.

Individuals, entities, corporations, and Indian Tribes may be
eligible for the program. Eligible lands include cropland,
grassland, prairie land, improved pastureland, non-industrial
private forestland, and agricultural land under the jurisdiction of
an Indian Tribe.

How CSP Works

Potential applicants interested in entering into a stewardship
contract for CSP assistance may file an application at any time.
Applicants must:

e Be the operator of record in the USDA farm records
management system for the eligible land being offered for
enrollment;

e Have documented control of the land for the term of the
proposed contract (5 years);

¢ Include eligible land in their entire agricultural operation, as
represented for other USDA programs;

e Be in compliance with the highly erodible land and wetland
conservation provisions and adjusted gross income provisions of
the current Farm Bill;

e  Supply information necessary to determine eligibility and to
rank the application.
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Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP)
sign-up continued...

Applications are evaluated relative to other applications
addressing similar priority resource concerns. Agricultural land
will compete in ranking pools separate from non-industrial private
forestland.

NRCS provides a producer self-screening checklist to help
potential applicants decide for themselves whether CSP is the
right program for them and their operation.

A participant’s annual payment is determined using the
conservation performance estimated by the Conservation
Measurement Tool. A supplemental payment is also available to
a participant receiving an annual payment who adopts a resource
-conserving crop rotation. The first CSP payment is expected in
October of 2010. The average payment is expected to be $18/
acrelyear.

The second round of CSP applications will be accepted through
January 14, 2010.

For more information or to apply call Merrie Schamberger or
Pat Lake at (920)424-0329 extension 3.

Do you want to receive the most current University of Wisconsin research
information by e-mail? The Winnebago County agriculture list receives a

weekly update during summer on crop conditions, pests to watch out for,

and events. If you would like to be included on this list please send an e-

mail to nick.schneider@ces.uwex.edu.
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Dairy Management Teams Now Available;
Farmers Urged To Apply For Pilot Program

Contact: Nicole Breunig (DATCP) 608-224-5080;
Tony Hozeny (Commerce) 608-267-9661

MADISON -- A new pilot program that offers expert assistance
to Wisconsin dairy farmers is intended to keep producers looking
to the future.

The Dairy Farm Management Team program is a joint effort of
the Wisconsin Department of Agriculture, Trade and Consumer
Protection; the Wisconsin Department of Commerce Dairy 2020
program; the University of Wisconsin-Extension Dairy Team,
Risk Management Team, and Center for Dairy Profitability; and
Wisconsin Technical Colleges. It will bring farmers together with
teams including lenders, agronomists, nutritionists and other spe-
cialists in the varied aspects of dairy farming. Organizers hope to
have 50 producers enrolled in the pilot program by the end of
2009.

“Dairy farmers across Wisconsin have reinvested nearly $1 bil-
lion in the past five years to modernize and improve the profitabil-
ity of their farms,” said Secretary Rod Nilsestuen of the Wiscon-
sin Department of Agriculture, Trade and Consumer Protection.
“This program is designed to help farmers continue those efforts
by providing another tool. During these tough times, it is neces-
sary to focus on controlling things that can be done on the farm,
while we also work on actions to improve milk price levels.”

Department of Commerce Secretary Richard J. Leinenkugel
said, “This team approach can help move Wisconsin’s dairy in-
dustry forward as we work through difficult global economic con-
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Dairy Management Teams continued

ditions. Dairy producers will receive customized technical assis-
tance so that they can identify both challenges and opportunities.”

The cost-share program will provide up to $2,000 to cover such
costs as consultant fees and agronomic, milk quality, or veterinary
testing. Capital expenses are not eligible. Farmers will contribute
10 percent of the cost. The program will work with any herd size
or set-up, anywhere in the state.

Participating producers will work with a facilitator, who will bring
together a team of professionals tailored to the farm’s individual
situation. Over the course of three meetings, the team will identify
issues and opportunities, develop a strategy, and provide input for
decision-making and long-term planning. They will consider is-
sues including technology, growth, financial success and sustain-
ability.

Funding is available for 50 pilot teams in 2009, and applications
will be accepted until funds run out. More information and applica-
tion materials are available at www.growwisconsindairy.org.

This program is made possible by grants to the Dairy Business
Initiative from the U.S. Department of Agriculture, obtained with
assistance from U.S. Sen. Herb Kohl and U.S. Rep. Dave Obey.
In-kind contributions are provided by the Wisconsin Milk Market-
ing Board; the Department of Agriculture, Trade and Consumer
Protection; and the Department of Commerce.
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USDA—FSA News

DCP and ACRE Sign-up

Sign-up for the 2010 Direct and Counter-cyclical Payment (DCP) Pro-
gram and Average Crop Revenue Election (ACRE) is starting. The
deadline is June 1, 2010. There are no provisions to accept any late-
filed applications. FSA computes DCP Program payments using base
acres and payment yields established for each farm and make direct
payments at rates established by statute regardless of market prices.
For 2009, direct payments may be requested in advance based on 22
percent of the direct payment for each of the farm’s commodities.
Counter-cyclical payment rates vary with market prices and are issued
only when the effective price for a commodity is statutorily set below its
target price. The ACRE program provides eligible producers a state-
level revenue guarantee, based on the 5-year state Olympic average
yield and the 2-year national average price.

The Average Crop Revenue Election (ACRE) is a new program author-
ized by the 2008 Farm Bill. The ACRE alternative provides eligible pro-
ducers a state-level revenue guarantee, based on the 5-year state
Olympic average yield and the 2-year national average price. ACRE
payments are made when state and farm-level triggers are met. Pro-
ducers electing ACRE for a farm agree to:

e forgo counter-cyclical payments
e accept a 20-percent reduction of the direct payments

e accept a 30-percent reduction in loan rates for all commodities pro-
duced on the farm

Commodities eligible for ACRE payments are wheat, corn, grain sor-
ghum, barley, oats, soybeans, and sunflower seed.

The ACRE program was created to give producers an option in lieu of
traditional counter-cyclical payments. Producers may
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USDA—FSA News continued

elect and enroll in ACRE for the 2009 crop year even if they have al-
ready accepted advance direct payments under the Direct and Counter-
cyclical Program, but cannot enroll

in DCP and ACRE on the same farm. To elect ACRE for a farm, pro-
ducers must complete Form CCC-509 ACRE, which irrevocably elects
ACRE for the farm through crop year 2012. Form CCC-509, the con-
tract to participate in ACRE, must then be completed each year the pro-
ducer intends to participate and receive benefits.

CRP Enrollment Opportunity Benefits Wildlife Habitat in Winne-
bago County, for land in the following townships: Poygan, Rush-
ford, Nepeuskun, Winneconne, Omro, Utica

Winnebago County landowners in environmentally sensitive areas have
the opportunity to enroll in a new Conservation Reserve Program (CRP)
practice called SAFE, which stands for State Acres for Wildlife En-
hancement.

Participating landowners will receive rental and incentive payments in
return for improving habitat for important species including ring-necked
pheasants, waterfowl, and grassland songbirds. There is no competi-
tion for enroliment, and land need not meet any erodibility criteria. Land
is eligible to be enrolled if it meets crop history requirements and can
support the type of habitat needed for the species of concern.

Land entering the CRP for the first time will be eligible for a signing in-
centive payment of $100 per acre and a practice incentive payment of
40 percent of the cost of practice installation, on top of the normal CRP
annual rental payment and 50 percent cost-sharing for practice installa-
tion.
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USDA—FSA News continued

The one of five approved project areas that includes Winnebago County
is the Glacial Habitat Restoration SAFE. It includes 2,250 acres in
parts of Winnebago, Fond du Lac, Dodge, and Columbia counties. The
project seeks to restore habitat for important grassland birds such as
bobolinks, eastern meadowlarks, grasshopper sparrows, Henslow’s
sparrows, and ring-necked pheasants. The practices being offered in-
clude wetland restorations, shallow water areas for wildlife, cool season
grasses, warm season grasses, tall grass prairies, and oak savanna.
Some existing hay land may also be eligible.

In all SAFE projects, the sponsoring agency is required to do long-
term monitoring to report the success in increasing the numbers of
targeted species. Contracts offered will range from 10 to 15 (your
choice) years in duration. Maintenance and required management
practices at certain points during the life of the contract are included
and must be performed by the participant.

Please call for an appointment for the SAFE program at: (920) 424-
0329 Ext. 2

Important Payment Changes

Producers will see an additional business day delay in the receipt of
direct deposit/electronic payments from the FSA. In addition to the pay-
ment delay, producers may notice a change in the description field for
electronic payment/direct deposits from FSA on the personal financial
institution records. Previously electronic payments from FSA were
stated as “USDA-FSAKCMOCDSP.” Current and future payments from
FSA will reflect a payment via U.S. Treasury by displaying the descrip-
tion “FSA TREAS 310.”
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USDA—FSA News continued

FSA Asking Producers to Keep Records Updated

FSA county office stresses the importance of informing your county of-
fice of any changes to your farming operations. Changes to the farming
operation, such as adding or removing land, changing members within
the operation, changing business model, such as changing from a indi-
vidual to a corporation or LLC, or members passing away can affect
payment limit determinations.

If you are unsure if a change will affect any FSA programs the operation
participates in, please contact your local county office for more informa-
tion and clarification.

Farming Through Difficult Times

New website with abundance of resources:
http://fyi.uwex.edu/farmfinances/

Hot topics:

e Communication Skills to Deal With Farm Stress

e Fostering Communication and Resiliency in Multi-Family Opera-
tions

e Part 3: Predictions for the Future of the Dairy Industry in Wisconsin

e Part 2: The Dairy Crisis in the National Perspective with Bob Cropp
and Ed Jesse

e Part 1: Overview of Dairy Situation with UW Experts
e Economic Policies and Tips During the Dairy Crisis

e Tax Planning tips for Tough Times
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What’s new on the UWEX webpages?

http://www.uwex.edu/ces/cty/winnebago/ag/index.html

UW-Extension Agriculture Information now posted on Twitter:
http://twitter.com/UWExtensionANRE

Winnebago County Agriculture Extension
e Crop Condition Updates

UW Dairy Team Blog: http://dairyteam.uwex.edu/

e Feed additive breakeven tool

e Working with dairy business in challenging times
e Cost of Production llI

e Optigen Tool

e Accelerated Feeding Programs for Heifers

UW PlantDOC: Diagnosis, Observations, and Comments
http://www.uwex.edu/ces/ag/plantdoc/archives.cfm

UW Soybeans and Small Grains: http://soybean.uwex.edu/
e  Optimum nitrogen rate for winter wheat
e Recommendations for winter wheat establishment

e 2009 winter wheat variety trial results

Fora?e Resources: 22 new items!
http://www.uwex.edu/ces/crops/uwforage/whatsnew.htm

Corn Agronomy: http://corn.agronomy.wisc.edu/

World’s Best Milk Quality Website: http://www.uwex.edu/milkquality/
Livestock: http://www.uwex.edu/ces/animalscience/

UW Soil Science Extension: http://www.soils.wisc.edu/extension/
Field Crop Plant Pathology: http://www.uwex.edu/ces/croppathology/
IPM: http://ipcm.wisc.edu/

Farm and Risk Management: http://www.uwex.edu/ces/farmteam/
Bioenergy and Bioeconomy: http://bio.uwex.edu/
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Winnebago County UW-Extension

Agriculture/Horticulture  920-232-1971
Community Development 920-232-1972
Family Living 920-232-1973
4-H Youth Development  920-232-1974
Water Basin Educator 920-232-1972

Website: http://www.uwex.edu/ces/cty/winnebago/

County Extension Staff Extension Support Staff
Nick Schneider Julie Grundy
Agriculture Agent Administrative/Agriculture
nick.schneider@ces.uwex.edu
Linda Block
Catherine Neiswender CRD/4-H
Community Development Educator
Melody Piper
Chris Kniep Family Living

Dept Head/Family Living Educator

Kristi Cutts
Family Living Educator

Extension Education
Committee

René Mehlberg
4-H Youth Development Educator

Dan Teuteberg

4-H Youth Development Associate Tom Widener

Darlene Kramer Nancy Barker

Family Nutrition Program

Coordinator Paul Eisen

Susan Bongert, Kris Soper, Susan Locke

Bao Thao Vang and
Maria Shoemaker
Family Nutrition Educators

John Reinert

Chad Cook
Basin Educator for Natural
Resources
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