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Introduction 
 
During late 1998, the 
Winnebago County Aviation 
Committee requested that 
the UW-Extension complete 
an economic impact analysis 
of Wittman Regional Airport.   
Aviation Committee members 
explained that the purpose of 
the analysis would be to gain 
a general idea of the 
economic impact the airport 
has in Winnebago County.  In 
2002, the County Aviation 
Committee requested an 
update of the same study.  
The following report includes 
a summary of the 2002 
analysis and a comparison, 
where appropriate, with the 
data collected in 1998. 
 
In 2002, Wittman Regional 
Airport and businesses 
located or dependent on the 
airport were directly 
responsible for over 500 jobs, 
$32 million in wage and non-
wage income, and 
approximately 1.4 million in 
annual tax and lease 
revenues.  Additionally, they 
indirectly influence the 
creation or retention of over 
220 jobs and $9.2 million in 
annual income. 

Wittman Regional Airport is located in Oshkosh, 
Wisconsin, on the shores of Lake Winnebago.  
Wittman Regional Airport is home to many businesses 
including Basler Turbo Conversions (DC-3 plane 
conversion), Myers Aviation (aircraft rebuilding), 
Sonex, Ltd. (aircraft manufacturing), NewView 
Technologies (aircraft maintenance).  Two FBOs (fixed based operators), 
Basler Flight Services and Orion Flight Services, and several flight schools are 
also located on the airport.  Wittman Regional Airport is more widely known as 
the home for the Experimental Aircraft Association (EAA) headquarters, the 
annual AirVenture Convention (i.e., EAA Fly-in), and the EAA Museum.  During 
the week long AirVenture Convention, Wittman Regional Airport becomes the 
busiest airport in the world with 12,000 planes on the ground. 
 
Wittman Regional Airport was founded in 1927 on 75 acres of land.  In 1940, 
the 125 acre airport was sold to the County and by 1948 there were 4 paved 
runways on over 300 acres.  In 1972, the current terminal was opened and the 
airport was renamed to Wittman Regional Airport after Steve Wittman, the 
director for 38 years.  Wittman Regional Airport is now comprised of 1400 acres 
with four runways, 25 multi-purpose hangars, and 77 individual aircraft hangars. 

Over the course of several months, 
employment, income (i.e., wages) and 
non-wage expenditure, taxes and 
lease payment data for calendar year 
2002 were gathered through surveys 
and telephone and personal 
interviews.  Input-output data analysis 
was completed in September 2003 
using a regional economic model 
called a Social Accounting Matrix 
(SAM).  The method of data analysis 
was identical to the original Wittman 
Regional Airport Impact Study.  
 
The following report represents a 
“partial analysis” in that only two 
economic indicators (employment and 
income) are analyzed in detail.  The 
airport has numerous other impacts 

not covered in this simple analysis.  
For example, the employment and 
income created add to the tax-base of 
the local communities as well as 
place demands on the services of 
local governments.  The analysis 
does not attempt to address either the 
magnitude of such impacts or the 
balance between them (i.e., whether 
or not fiscal benefits are greater or 
less than the demand on local 
services).  Wittman Regional Airport 
also affects local retail markets (in 
terms of actual sales levels), housing 
markets, unemployment levels, and 
commuting patterns.  The analysis 
reported here does not address or 
shed light on any of these policy 
questions.   
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Wittman Regional Airport Economic Impact 

Wittman Regional Airport 
businesses were asked to list the other businesses 
they patronize with their non-wage expenditures (i.e. 
supplies, contracts etc).  Appendix A consolidates the 
survey responses into a complete list of businesses 
patronized by Wittman Regional Airport and its 
tenants. 
 
Table 2 reports the multiplier impacts resulting from 
expenditures associated with the airport.  Multiplier 
effects are calculated using the SAM model and are 
based on the idea that employment of one additional 
person causes ripple effects resulting from this 
person’s consumption of retail, real estate, and other 
goods in the economy.  The implicit (i.e., overall) 
“income multiplier” used for this analysis was 1.455, 

meaning that for every $1.00 of wages paid another 
$0.455 in income was created elsewhere.  The implicit 
“employment multiplier” used for this analysis was 
1.44, meaning that for every 100 jobs at the airport 
another 44 were created elsewhere in the county.  It is 
important to note that in SAM employment is not full-
time equivalent, but rather a mixture of full- and part-
time jobs.  Some of the employment impacts are then 
likely to be part-time in nature and must be considered 
when interpreting the results. 
 
An examination of the impacts reveals that the trade 
(wholesale and retail), FIRE (finance, insurance and 
real estate) and service industries are the most 
affected.  This is expected due to the bulk of the 

Table 2.  Multiplier Effect:  Jobs and Wages by Economic Sector (2002 and 1998) 
Economic Sector Income (dollars) 
 2002 1998 2002 1998 

Agriculture $20,954 $18,812 1 1 
Mining $12 $6 0 0 
Construction  $93,912 $145,602 2 3 
Manufacturing $393,916 $479,152 5 8 
Transportation, Communication, 
& Public Utilities (TCPU) 

 
$743,857 

 
$2,325,910 

 
15 

 
58 

Trade (Wholesale & Retail) $2,667,225 $1,654,284 99 72 
Finance, Insurance, &  
Real Estate (FIRE) 

 
$2,702,620 

 
$1,921,154 

 
20 

 
20 

Services $2,496,908 $2,026,950 75 77 
Government $105,177 $133,288 2 2 
Other  $20,250 $14,641 2 2 

Total Multiplier Effect $9,244,830 $8,719,799 222 243 

Employment (i.e., jobs) 

Table 1.  Initial Impact:  Jobs, wages and non-wage expenditures (2002 
and 1998) 
 2002 1998 
Number of Jobs 505 444* 

Annual Wages paid $20,312,70
6 

$15,212,39
7 

Non-wage expenditures $11,347,99
0 

$7,725,863 

Total wage and non-wage expenditures $31,660,696 $22,938,26
0 

* in 1998, jobs were split into full time and seasonal.  There were 444 full time jobs and 335 
seasonal jobs. Only EAA reported seasonal jobs. 

Table 1 reports the impact on 
employment, annual income, 
and non-wage expenditures 
associated with the airport 
and its tenants.  This is the 
Initial Impact that 
businesses reported on a 
written survey.  More 
businesses were located at 
Wittman Regional Airport, 
and therefore surveyed, in 
2002 than in 1998. 



When Initial (Table 1) and 

multiplier impacts (Table 2) 
are added together, the total 
impact of the Airport is 727 
jobs and $29.6 million of 
income paid (Table 3). 

Table 3.  Summary of Initial and Multiplier Effect (2002 and 1998) 
 Jobs Income Paid 
 2002 1998 2002 1998 
Initial 505 512* $20.3 mil $15.2 

Multiplier effect 222 243 $9.2 mil $8.7 mil 

Total 727 755 $29.6 mil $23.9 mil 
*This is the number used in the model estimated as the total full time jobs plus a fraction of the 
seasonal jobs — there were 444 full time and 335 seasonal actually reported. 

Data in Table 3 suggest that the airport remained relatively stable during the recession years between 1998 
and 2002. 

Table 4 summarizes the initial and detailed multiplier impacts resulting from expenditures associated with 
the airport and its tenants.  The initial impact is due to the entire airport operation, which employs the 
equivalent of 505 persons with an income of $20.3 million.  Note that this includes the airport itself and all 
businesses that operate directly on the airport, such as Basler Turbo Conversions and the EAA.  Were it not 
for the airport, the case could be made that these businesses would not be operating in Winnebago County.  
Similarly, C.R. Meyer & Sons (a non-aviation related business), is also included in the analysis.  C.R. Meyer 
reported that their business requires an airport and that they would also relocate if the airport were to close. 
 
In Table 4, the multiplier impacts have been aggregated into general categories of impact source (in Table 2 
they were reported per economic sector).  The “indirect” impact captures the effect of non-wage expenditures 
(e.g., fuel, office supplies, etc.) associated with the airport.  The indirect impact is about $974,000.  The 
“induced” impact (sometimes called the wage impact) captures the multiplier effect associated with 
employees spending in the local economy.  The induced impact is about $1.16 million. 
 
In 2002 Wittman Regional Airport was responsible for over $29 million in increased income and 
creation of over 720 jobs in Winnebago County. 

Table 4. Total Initial and Detailed  Multiplier Impact (2002 and 1998) 
 Income (dollars) Employment (i.e., jobs) 

 2002 1998 2002 1998 
Initial Impact $20,312,706 $15,212,397 505 512* 

Multiplier Effect     

Direct 7,104,971 n/a 171 n/a 

Indirect 974,305 4,259,166 23 117 

Induced 1,165,554 4,445,994 29 124 

Total 29,557,536 23,917,557 727 (1) 753 (1) 

*This is the number used in the model estimated as the total full time jobs plus a fraction of the seasonal jobs — there were 444 full time 
and 335 seasonal actually reported. 
1 Numbers do not match exactly with tables 2 and 3 due to rounding effects in the model. 



The tax impacts capture all state and local public revenues (taxes plus fees and charges and other sources of 
public revenue) generated by the economic activity associated with the Airport.  The businesses located at 
Wittman Regional Airport pay almost $800,000 in property and real estate taxes.  Additional taxes collected 
through the multiplier effect totals about $990,000 for a total tax impact of $1.8 million dollars.  In addition, 
$591,120 is collected by the county for hangar leases and rental payments.   

 2002 1998 

Personal Property Taxes Paid $488,847.80 $233,597.33 

Real Estate Taxes Paid $310,411.74 $409,440.66 

Total  $799,259.54.99 $643,037.99 

Table 5.  Real Estate and Property Taxes Paid by Wittman Regional Airport 
and Businesses at the Airport 

Wittman Regional Airport adds to the Winnebago County and City of Oshkosh tax base through, for 
example, personal property and real estate taxes.  The airport also utilizes public funds and real estate as 
part of its operation.  As mentioned before, this “partial analysis” did not thoroughly examine the airport’s 
fiscal impact.  It is noteworthy, however, to highlight the impact of one of the airport’s most significant 
businesses, the EAA.  In 2002 the EAA paid real estate, property taxes and lease payments to the 
Winnebago County and local municipalities totaling over $497,800.  Table 5 shows real estate and 
personal property taxes paid by all businesses in 2002 and 1998. 

Fiscal Impacts 

Another important economic contributor that was not fully taken into account was the EAA AirVenture 
Convention.  A 1993 UWEX Tourism Research Center Study documented that the impact is substantial. 

AirVenture Convention 
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