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Community Development in a Difficult 
Economy...Readying for the Rebound  
November 17, 2009, 11:00AM -12:30PM  
 

The U.S. economy moved into a recession in late 
2007, led by declines in housing and financial  

services, yet nonmetro areas witnessed increased 

farm-related incomes.  As the recession deepened, 
both metro and nonmetro areas were hit with  

severe unemployment and a contraction of the  
manufacturing, retail, and other sectors.  Hear from 

ñRural America At A Glanceò primary author and  

economic researcher Lorin Kusmin about the  
conditions that led to our current economic condi-

tions and the outlook for a post -recession recovery 
offered by economists Steve Deller and Russ  

Kashian. 
 

 

 

Broadband and E -Commerce:   Putting the 
ñEò in Community and Business  
January 19, 2010, 11:00AM -12:30PM  
 

Historically communities developed along important 
waterways, then roads and highways.  Why?   

Access to markets.  Where is the nearest on-ramp 
to the world -marketðthe Internet (and how many 

lanes does it have and what is the speed limit)?  

Successful businesses in the next years will be 
those that tap into this huge potential.   Successful 

communities will be those that bring this essential 
infrastructure to their community.   Learn about why 

broadband matters and how to foster a vibrant 

community network.  

 

 

 
Retaining and Attracting People as an  
Economic Development Strategy  
February 16, 2010, 11:00AM -12:30PM  
 

Did you know that according to Live First, Work  
Second author Rebecca Ryan 3 out of 4 Americans  

respond that a cool city is more important than a good 

job?  But that doesnôt represent us, right?  Michiganôs 
Cool Cities Survey found nearly 7 in 10 recent college 

graduates agreed as did almost 75% of young people in 
Iron County Wisconsin (pop. 6,197) and Gogebic 

County Michigan (pop. 16,043).  Learn why a focus on 

retaining and attracting young professionals may be 
one of the most important community building strate-

gies you employðand why being a ñcool cityò may be 
even more important in your community than Seattle or 

St. Paul. 
 

 
Housing and Other Critical Sectors:   
Assessing and Building Our Economy  
March 16, 2010, 11:00AM -12:30PM  
 
Weôve all read the terrible statistics about the housing 

crisis, plant closing and job losses, and the declining  
tax base.  But what do we really know about our  

community and how it is performing?   How have things 

truly changed over time and how do they compare to 
similar markets?  Perhaps of even more importance, 

what lessons can we learn from these assessments and 
how can we use them to make our communities 

stronger?  Learn about practical tools you can use to 
measure your communityôs economic performance and 

how to use this information to help shape policies to 

grow the economy. 
 

 

 
Rebuilding Downtown and Niche Small  
Businesses  
April 20, 2010, 11:00AM -12:30PM  
 

Downtowns and neighborhood shopping districts are 
more than simply places to do business.  They are 

part of the cultural fabric of our communities.   But 

how can they compete in this ñbig is betterò market-
place?  Learn about the importance of locally owned 

small business to the economy and how to rebuild 
these business districts by making these businesses 

more profitable.  

 

 
Matching Customers and Businesses:   
How to Understand and Capitalize on  
the Market  
May 18, 2010, 11:00AM -12:30PM  
 

Why do some businesses survive and others donôt?  
How come we canôt shop in our area for all of the 

things we need?  Often there is a mismatch  

between the needs and wants of customers and  
the availability of the goods and services offered  

by local businesses.  But we donôt have to guess  
or leave this to chance!  Using readily available  

data, we can learn a lot about the local market  

and help existing businesses expand to meet  
opportunities and recruit in others to fill the voids.  

 

 
Engaging the Community to Develop  
Sustainably  
June 15, 2010, 11:00AM -12:30PM  

Is there any way to rebuild our local economy and 
better prepare for the inevitable economic downturns 

ahead?  How do we chart a new course for our  

 community that represents the interests of all its 
members?  Weôll discuss the essential approaches to 

building a consensus for the communityôs future 
growth and developmentðand weôll focus on an  

approach that holds greater promise for lasting,  

positive economic development.   
 

An EEO/Affirmative Action Employer, University of Wisconsin Extension provides equal 

opportunities in employment and programming, including Title IX and ADA requirements.  



 
UW-Extension and Martenson & Eisele 
are co-hosting a web-based series on 
Community Development in a Difficult 
Economy.  Each webinar session will 
connect participants with presenters via 
audio and internet, and allow discussion 
with other participants from around the 
state and country.  
 

Who Should Attend:   
We especially want to encourage  
attendance by local elected and  
appointed officials, business leaders,  
and economic development professionals 
who are working on community, eco-
nomic development and quality of life  
issues in their community. 
 
Conference Sessions:   
The Building Communities educational 
series will be offered via live, interactive 
Web programs which are accessed by 
the user with a simple web browser and a 
speakerphone. Using WisLine audio and 
browser-based software, participants can 
meet, interact, learn, and collaborate with 
others from the comfort of their office or 
home. These sessions are available to 
anyone who has a phone connection and 
computer with an Internet connection 
(requires 2 lines). We'll send you simple 
instructions for joining the session.  
 
 

The 2009-10 Series is brought to you by the 
UW-Extension Center for Community & 

Economic Development 

2009 -10 Building Communities Series  

 
Th i rd  Tuesdays   

November  17 ,  2009  
th ru  June 15,  2010  

11:00  a .m.  ñ 12:30  p .m.   
Mar tenson  & E ise le  

1377  M idway Rd. ,  Menasha  

If you are not able to participate at  
Martenson & Eisele, you may participate at 

your desk by registering at:  
www.uwex.edu/ces/cced/building_community.cfm  

($50/program or $300/series)  

Webinar Educational 
Series  
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While you can participate in the series for a fee at 
your office, we encourage you to join other local 
elected and appointed officials, business leaders 
and economic development professionals at our 
�³�S�H�H�U-�O�H�D�U�Q�L�Q�J�´���V�L�W�H���D�W���0�D�U�W�H�Q�V�R�Q���	���(�L�V�H�O�H��������������
Midway Road, Menasha.  Immediately following 
the webinar, you'll have the chance to have a face-
to-face discussion of the topic where you can 
share your experiences and learn from others.  
�7�K�H�U�H���L�V���Q�R���F�K�D�U�J�H���I�R�U���W�K�H���V�H�U�L�H�V���D�W���W�K�H���³�S�H�H�U-
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serve cookies!) All of this is possible because of 
the series sponsorship by the Calumet, Outa-
gamie, and Winnebago County Extension Offices, 
and Martenson & Eisele, Inc.  
 
Each session will run from 11:00 a.m.�²  12:30 
p.m. and be followed by a brief discussion with the 
group 
 
To register �I�R�U���W�K�H���³�S�H�H�U-�O�H�D�U�Q�L�Q�J�´���V�L�W�H�����F�R�Q�W�D�F�W��
Jonathan Bartz, Martenson & Eisele, Inc. at 920-
731-0381 or email at jonb@martenson-eisele.com.  
 
For additional program information, contact: 
Mary Kohrell, Calumet County UWEX Community    
Development Educator �²  920-849-1450 x 3 
 
Catherine Neiswender, Winnebago County UWEX 
Community Development Educator �²  920-232-1970  
 
Jim Resick, Outagamie County Extension Community 
Development Educator �²  920-832-5122 
 
 


