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Included in Volume One, Issue Three of 

ñWinnebago Communityò is an 

examination of the Farmland Preservation 

Program section of the Winnebago 

County Land Use Survey.  As was explained in Issue One, the survey 

was conducted for three purposes: (1) identify a Winnebago County 

vision; (2) identify desired land use plan implementation policy; and (3) 

identify citizen opinion regarding how the County should proceed with the 

Wisconsin Farmland Preservation Program. 

 

Survey results revealed that much of the vision held by Winnebago 

County citizens can be obtained in part through implementation of an 

effective land use planning program (reported in Issue One).  Survey 

respondents believed in using certain policies to achieve their vision, 

including land use planning and a transfer of development rights system 

(reported in Issue Two).  Some respondents, however, feel that they 

would like certain County characteristics protected as long as the policies 

implemented do not impinge on their ability to do whatever they want 

(i.e., cake and eat it too syndrome).  This finding helps to characterize the 

sometimes divisive nature of land use planning and the varying land use 

ideologies in Winnebago County. 
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The Farmland Preservation Program section of the survey contained 

19 questions inquiring about a range of opinions, including whether or 

not the County should continue to offer the program and upon which 

criteria rezones out of exclusive agriculture zoning should be based.  The results to each question 

with a short narrative summary are included throughout the remainder of the newsletter.  Results 

reveal a large percentage of respondents that lack an understanding of the program and were, 

therefore, unwilling to state an opinion.  In many cases, the percentage of respondents answering 

ñno responseò or ñnot sureò was so high, that overall opinion could easily change based on their 

answers had they been or once they become knowledgeable of the program.  Respondents that 

stated an opinion did not reach overwhelming agreement on whether or not the program has been 

effective.  This leads to the possible conclusion that something can be done to improve the 

program for those unhappy with it and make it even more effective for those already content with 

its achievements.  Despite the difference of opinion regarding program effectiveness, respondents 

did not want the County to withdraw from the program.  One method to improve the program 

appears to be through an update of the 1982 Winnebago County Farmland Preservation Plan.  

The Farmland Preservation Program  

 

 

 

 

Summary: 

Many feel the Farmland Preservation 

Program is a complex and not well 

understood program.  Results to this 

question corroborate this belief. 

Farmland Preservation Program 

Understanding  

How well do you understand the Farmland Preservation 
Program?  


