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Overview

Auw Silage Consortium

V Established proof of concept
AProblems to overcome

V NIR

V Equipment

V Presentation of data T MILK2006
ARepeatabiIity

V High v. Low Quality checks

V Estimates
AWnhere are we going?

V Starch digestibility

V New NDFD procedure (Combs)
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Desirable Forage Characteristics

A What makes a good forage?
(Carter et al., 1991)

V' High yield

High energy (high digestibility)
High intake potential (low fiber)
High protein

< < < <

Proper moisture at harvest for
storage

A Ultimate test iIs animal
performance

V' Milk2006 is our best predictor for
performance (Shaver equation)
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Conclusions from UW Corn Silage Research
Consortium (Coors et al., 1995)

ARanking among corn hybrids for silage yield and quality is
repeatable.

ARange among commercial WI hybrids for silage NDF and
digestibility is narrow.

AHighest grain yielding hybrids are not necessarily the
highest silage yielding hybrids.

AHigh grain -to -stover ratios do not necessarily improve
silage quality, but are desired to insure adequate
fermentation and preservation
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UW Corn Silage Research Areas
NWhere have we Dbeen?!

ABreeding AHarvest
V (DeLeon Coors) V Timing (Darby)
AHybrid evaluation V Cutting height (Cusicanquy

V Special situations
C Frost (Lauer)
C Hail (Lauer et al.)
C Grain equivalents / LDP (Lauer)

AEnsiIing
V Mycotoxins (Smiley)

V (Coors, Shaver and Lauer)

AManagement for yield AND
quality

V Population (Cusicanqu)
V Planting date (Darby)
V Row spacing (Lauer)

V Soil fertility (Bundy) V Inoculants (Muck)
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Equipment Development
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