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POLK, DOOR and Manitowoc County 4-H Teams top State Dairy Quiz Bowl Contest

Polk County’s senior dairy bowl team topped the State 4-H Dairy Quiz Bowl Contest on February 5 in Portage.  The team will represent Wisconsin in November at the national contest in Louisville, KY.  Door County earned top honors as the winning mixed division team, while Manitowoc finished first in the junior division.

The competition tested the quick wit and extensive knowledge of more than 200 4-H members of 35 county teams.  Contestants answered questions about dairy cattle genetics, health, nutrition, showing and other topics.  Four-person teams and their alternates traveled from all corners of the state to represent their counties in the three divisions.  

“These kids and their coaches have worked very hard over the past few months to learn as much as they can about dairy and it really shows,”said Beth Heinze, the event’s coordinator.
Teams from 10 counties vied for first place in the junior division, which includes contestants 14 years of age and under.  The Manitowoc County team topped the competition with team members Joost de Bruijn, Zach Lensmire, Josh Siemers, Jake Siemers, and Connor Siemers.  The team was coached by Jeff Neuser.  The team from Vernon County was second in the junior division.
"This team started practicing last October and has made a real team effort.  The kids want to learn,” said Coach Jeff Neuser. “We give them the support and they do the rest!”
Eleven counties competed in the mixed division, which includes both junior and senior team members.  With a team motto of “buzz first, think later” the team from Door County topped the mixed division.  Team members were Clara Samuels, Alex Kruswick, Matt Olson, Claire Olson and Coach Richard Olson.  The Manitowoc County mixed team took second place.
“This team has practiced every Sunday for months,” said Coach Richard Olson. “We will have a very happy ride home!”
Fourteen senior teams with youth between the ages of 15 and 19 competed. The seniors from Polk County went undefeated this year to claim the 4-H Dairy Bowl title and the right to compete at the North American International Livestock Exposition in Louisville this fall beating out a tough Manitowoc county team in the finals.  The Polk County team members were Chris Rassier, Ethan Dado, Brett Getschel with Coach Patti Hurtgen.

The Polk County team has been practicing since early September and used technologies such as Skype and Facebook to help team members and coaches share information.
UW-Madison Department of Dairy Science faculty, Badger Dairy Club members and UW dairy science alumni helped with moderating, judging and operating the contest. The event was co-sponsored by the Wisconsin 4-H Dairy Endowment Fund, the UW-Madison Department of Dairy Science, UW-Extension and the Badger Dairy Club.

###

All three team photos available for download at:

https://picasaweb.google.com/WiDairyYouth/2011DairyBowl?feat=directlink
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