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Why Examine and Benchmark Economic and 
Demographic Data?

Effective use of demographic, labor force and economic data can 
help and regions and communities to:

ω Stimulate discussion

ω Affirm or challenge current perceptions

ω Identify local strengths and weaknesses

ω Identify issues and opportunities

ω Recognize and prepare for change

ω Develop and evaluate options and strategies
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Population Growth Trends - 1970 to 2009 
Percent Change in Population since 1970

Western Wisconsin

State of Wisconsin

United States  
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Western Wisconsin Age Distributionin 2000

Age Cohort Western Wisconsin State of Wisconsin United States

0 to 4 6.2% 6.4% 6.8%

5 to 14 14.4% 14.6% 14.6%

15 to 24 16.6% 14.3% 13.9%

25 to 34 12.2% 13.2% 14.2%

35 to 44 15.6% 16.3% 16.0%

45 to 54 13.4% 13.7% 13.4%

55 to 64 8.3% 8.5% 8.6%

65 to 74 6.5% 6.6% 6.5%

75 to 84 4.8% 4.7% 4.4%

85 or More 1.9% 1.8% 1.5%

Total Population 623,139 5,363,675 281,421,906

Data Source:  Wisconsin Department of Administration 

13.2% = 13.1% = 12.4 = 





Western Wisconsin Age Distribution
Projected Change 2000 to 2035

Age Cohort Western Wisconsin - 2000 Western Wisconsin - 2035

0 to 4 38,427 6.2% 52,093 5.9%

5 to 14 89,998 14.4% 110,544 12.6%

15 to 24 103,147 16.6% 124,647 14.2%

25 to 34 76,292 12.2% 95,759 10.9%

35 to 44 97,020 15.6% 98,159 11.2%

45 to 54 83,779 13.4% 107,231 12.2%

55 to 64 51,878 8.3% 90,531 10.3%

65 to 74 40,762 6.5% 94,258 10.7%

75 to 84 29,863 4.8% 73,738 8.4%

85 or More 11,973 1.9% 30,293 3.5%

Total Population 623,139 100.0% 877,253 100.0%

Data Source:  Wisconsin Department of Administration 

13.2% = 22.6% = 







Labor Force Participation Rates ς2005 to 2009 Estimates

Category
Western 
District*

State of 
Wisconsin

United States

Total 70.3% 69.0% 65.0%

Gender

Female 66.3% 64.7% 59.1%

Male 74.3% 73.5% 71.3%

Age

16-24 72.9% 70.4% 61.2%

25-54 88.1% 86.3% 81.7%

55 and Older 39.4% 38.7% 37.1%

Data Source:  2005-2009 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates    

*All values are statistically significant from the U.S. and WI at the 90% level or greater
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State Coincident Index ςChange from Three Months Prior
January 1980 to December 2010

State of Wisconsin

United States

Source:  Federal Reserve Bank of Philadelphia




