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DISPOSAL
GUIDE TO
HOUSEHOLD
HAZARDOUS
WASTES

< > ake a look in your garage, kitchen, bathroom, or
% workshop. Some of the household products you
’5\ - find herc may require special consideration in

5 their use, storage, and disposal. Such products
tend to fall in the following categories:

* Home maintenance
* Lawn and garden care
e Hobbies and crafts
¢ Automotive maintenance
® Health and beauty aids
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v amount of potentially
?, .
A hazardous products in
your home and
eliminate what you throw away by
following these easy steps:

1. BEFORE YOU BUY:

* Read the labels and be aware of
what they mean.

» Watch for products that contain
these label signal words which may
indicate a need for special handling
or disposal:

CAUTION CORROSIVE
DANGER EXPLOSIVE
FLAMMABLE POISON
TOXIC VOLATILE
WARNING

* Select a product suited for the job
at hand.

® Buy only what you can use entirely.

2. AFTER
YOU BUY:

¢ Read the
labels
carefully and
follow
directions for
use.

o Use the
recommended

amounts;
more is not necessarily better.

.
.
.
.

e Store properly and
keep in original
container with
readable labels.

¢ Use child-resistant
closures and keep them
on tightly.

* Share what you
can’t use with a
friend
or neighbor.

* Recycle products
like motor oil,
antifreeze and
automobile batteries.

* Recycle/Dispose of empty
container properly.

If you have old household products
with potentially hazardous
ingredients or

still have i
products left ~ 7/
over after - —
following the

preceding - =~

directions, use
this guide for safe disposal.

When disposed of improperly, hazardous wastes can

threaten our environment, eventually contaminating
aur groundwater, rivers and Great Lakes.
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HOW TO USE THIS GUIDE

This guide contains disposal
recommendations for many common
household products with potentially
hazardous ingredients. Remember, use
up all the product whenever possible.

REUSE/RECYCLE is the
preferred option whenever
possible. Automotive service
centers may accept used
motor oil, auto batteries, antifreeze
'» and transmission fluid. Theater and
art groups or housing organizations
may be happy to receive leftover
i paint. Jewelers or hearing aid service
stores may accept button batteries
for recyeling. Contact your local
officials for recycling locations in
your area. Finally, consider using up
the product yourself.

drain with plenty of water. Contact your wastewater officials before

pouring to determine if this recommendation is suitable to your area.

Some products cannot be broken down by the wastewater treatment
process and are discharged untreated into lakes and rivers. If you have a septic
system, only dispose of small quantities down the drain and dilute with lots of
water first.

E FLUSH down drain indicates that a product can be poured down the

Place in TRASH indicates that a product is suitable for landfill disposal.
Generally speaking, empty containers can be thrown away. Liquids
should never be disposed of in the trash.

Some products are acceptable for landfill
disposal if they are hardened or dried up. Contact KEY TO DISPOSAL

your local officials before throwing any product of SYMBOLS

concern away. G Flush down drain
(if connected to samta.ry se

A: Place in trash

( SAVE for collection indicates those
products that should be saved for a
b5 houschold hazardous waste collection. If
7 you must wait for a collection program,
\ store products safely in their original containers
with the labels intact and out of the reach of

children. Contact your local officials to find out when
and where a collection may be held in your area.
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,/ After-shave/perfume G

e Syringes

2! \> to “sharps” collection station)

BATHROOM

e vssanseseseretacs ettt estseassiosetensetstsersareratertsrtsara0sasoon

PRODUCT* FLUSH

Cosmetics

TRASH

h

REUSE!
RECYCLE

SAVE FOR COLLECTION

Depilatories e

Hair permanent lotions e

Nail polish, hardened

Nail polish remover

Prescription medicines G

(Chemotherapy drugs and
antineoplastic medicines
should be returned to
dispensing clinic)

(Store in rigid,
puncture-resistant,
leak-proof container; take

CLEANERS

PRODUCT* FLUSH | TRASH | REUSE/
Ammonia-base! G ! RECYCLE
Bleach-based** G )
Disinfectant® G 5 ) B
Drain cleaner®

Floor wax/stripper®

Furniture polish?‘“'

Glass cleaner G

EMetal cleaner |

Oven cleaner*

Spot remover*

000 000

Toilet bowl cleaner® G

* Some, but not all types of these products need to be saved for collection. Read labels
carefully, and call your local official for disposal advice.

#= Never mix bleach and ammonia. A toxic gas may result.
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A% Windshield wiper fluid

A
- keep away from flame,

N

.

Degreaser

GARAGE & GARDEN

Dy e e s T T o,

TRASH

REUSE/
RECYCLE

Diesel fuel

Fertilizer, dry

Fertilizer, with
weed killer

Gasoline

(Use approved safety container;

spark and heat.)

REUSABLE WASTES'
AND THEIR
RECIPIENTS

Leftover paint
"~ Paint exchanges, paint
stores, community -
service groups, church
groups, painting
contractors, shelters,
theater groups, sign *

Kerosene

painters, neighbors
or friends

! Motor oil

(Do not mix motor oil
with anything else.)

Used oil
Service stations or
other used oil recyclers

Automative batieries

Pesticides

Battery recyclers,
service stations

Rat/rodent poison

Transmission fluid

? Weed killer

(7]

>

PRODUCT FLUSH

Spackle, glaze

TRASH

REUSE/
RECYCLE

HOME IMPROVEMENT/WORKSHOP

Al ecescasneresccsnsancen s ertetevesvsrrraanarana

SAVE FOR COLLECTION -

Adhesive and glue,
water-based

Adhesive and glue,
solvent-based™*

(Should be placed in trash
only if hardened.)

distillates” on the label

* Solvent-containing products include the words “flammable,” “combustible” or “containz setroleum
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) ince you generally store hazardous materials — for

s months or even years — before they are used up or
S transported to a collection site, it’s important to

< follow the storage guidelines below. Improper storage
can be a safety hazard or turn usable products into waste.

 Follow all directions on the container. If the directions appear suspiciously out
of date, call the manufacturer.

o Store all chemicals out of reach of children and pets.

o Always keep products in their original containers. If the product is removed from
its original container, label it with the name of the product and the date you first
stored the product in that container. Also include the name and phone number of
the manufacturer and directions for safe use, storage and disposal. Never use food
or beverage containers as replacement containers. Ensure the
container is child-resistant.

 Never mix different household chemicals.
Doing so could make the mixtures unrecyclable or even
dangerous. For example, mixing chlorine bleach with
ammonia or vinegar can create toxic fumes.

o Store all hazardous products out of the sun, in tightly sealed containers, and
away from heat, sparks and flames, including pilot lights.

Y 3

SSP ¢ Never smoke or eat while handling hazardous materials.

 Never store products with hazardous ingredients in food or
beverage containers. Also, never store these products in the
same area as food.

 Keep containers dry to avoid rusting.

o Keep products from freezing. Never store in an unheated garage
during the winter. An exception to this is products labeled “Flammable” or
“Combustible.” They may be stored in an unheated garage during the winter.

o Never store gasoline or other fuels indoors.

o If the product container is deteriorating, place the entire container in a plastic
bucket. Surround it with a nonflammable absorbent, such as kitty litter,
vermiculite or floor dry, to absorb spills. Label the outside of the container
as indicated above.

DEVELOFED WITH A GRANT, FROM THE U.S: ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
of the Minnlesota Pollution Control Agency, Wisconsin Department of Natural,
chigan Department of Natural Resour yironmental Protection Agency,
and the Imluum D(parznu nt-of Enuvironmental Management.





