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Steps and Options

Know what is and what isn’t hazardous waste before you design your education
campaign.

1. Understand labeling laws and how they apply to different consumer products.

FHSA - Federal Hazardous Substances Act
Describes acute (immediate health impacts) hazards resulting from use of most
products included in the law. Chronic hazards (long term health impacts) are
required to be described for art materials. Hazards are described if the materiat
includes toxic, corrosive, irritant, flammable, radioactive, able to generate pressure,
or able to cause substantial injury. Products are labeled as CAUTION, or
WARNING unless they include a flammable, poison, or very strong corrosive
(such as sulfuric acid). These more hazardous products are labeled DANGER or
DANGER, POISON. These labels are not a toxicity hierarchy.

FIFRA - Federal Insecticide, Fungicide, and Rodenticide Act
Describes pesticides. Pesticides are grouped according to their toxicity.
Category I are the most toxic and are labeled POISON, DANGER. Category II are
labeled WARNING. Category III are labeled CAUTION.

2. Consider hazards to the environment:
Routes to the environment include surface runoff, storm sewers, land dumping, septic
systems, sewage treatment facilities, landfills.
Impacts will vary (from minimal to cause for concern) depending on the situation, the
characteristics of the material, and disposal facility design.

Household product categories to consider include:
gasoline, motor oil, oil based paints, engine degreasers, floor degreasers, herbicides,
insecticides, paint stripper, wood preservatives, some polishes, some adhesives.

Some sewage treatment facilities have recently increased their attention to household
cleaners and detergents due to heavy metal content present in some formulations. Use and

disposal recommendations are not available due to the complexity of the issue.

3. Consider hazards to the health of the people using or handling household chemicals.
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Education curriculum or leader training materials which challenge youth and adults to
make decisions and know why.

Sources -

Toxics in My Home You Bet!, Golden Empire Health Planning Center, P.O. Box 162997
Sacrament, CA 95816.

Guide to Hazardous Products Around the Home, Household Hazardous Waste Project,
1031 E. Batilefield, Suite 214, Springfield, MO 65807, 417/889-5000

University of Wisconsin Cooperative Extension - leader training opportunities and
information fact sheets

Public education campaigns

Example - see City of Madison television PSAs shown at this conference or contact the
Madison Department of Public Health, 608/266-4821

Point of purchase campaigns

Examples -

Iowa’s shelf labeling program

Minneapolis point of purchase paint education program

Drop and swap

Home chemical exchange programs offered at some permanent collection facilities in
Minnesota and elsewhere

Education at the household hazardous waste collection site
Brochures, information displays, volunteers who can answer questions, etc.
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