Green County Latino Needs Council Immigration Summit 


Definition of Terms 

Amnesty: forgiveness. Amnesty programs, sponsored by the US government, provide immigrants with illegal or semi-legal status to receive proper documentation and permission to live and work in the USA. These programs have only operated under very strict procedures, specific limitations, and for short periods of time. 

Bilingual: having the ability to speak two languages fluently 

Department of Homeland Security: government agency formed in 2003 that is now responsible for ensuring safe and secure borders, immigration, promoting the free-flow of commerce, and prevention of terrorist attacks. 

ESL/ELL: English as a Second Language/English Language Learner. Both of these refer to English programs or classes for non-native speakers of English 

Hispanic: referring to anyone or anything owing its heritage to Spain. 

ICE: Immigration and Customs Enforcement. This is an agency within the Department of Homeland Security. 

Immigrant: an immigrant is somebody who relocates from one place to another. 

INS: Immigration and Naturalization Services. This agency was dismantled shortly after 2001 and replaced with ICE. 

Latino: referring to anyone or anything owing its heritage to any country colonized by one of the countries whose language is based on Latin. In common usage, it often refers to anyone or anything from “Latin America”. 

Latin America: commonly referring to the Spanish speaking countries of North, Central, and South America; however, can also include Portuguese and French speaking countries. There are # such countries. 

Migrant worker: refers to a worker who moves from one location to another following seasonal labor. 

Undocumented Immigrant: an immigrant who has entered a country without showing documentation or passing through a controlled checkpoint. 

Visa: refers to the “permission slip” that an immigrant receives to live and/or work in another country. Visas are very specific and a person will maintain legal status if following the limits of the visas. 
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