Winter 2007

Applying knowledge to improve water quality

al National

Water Program

A Partnership of USDA CSREES
& Land Grant Colleges and Universities

-

4 National Themgg.

GREAT LAKES Conservation and aq-;
ra

REGION
Aer. Sheq

Ment, Watershed Manageme“‘

Project Description

Each week the Great Lakes Radio Consortium (GLRC) at the University of Michigan creates the Environment Report, a
satellite feed of environmental news stories that is sent to more than 140 public radio stations in 20 states. Because of the
size and demographic makeup of the public radio audience, the Environment Report from the GLRC is uniquely positioned
to inform the American public about land use and water quality in the Great Lakes. The stories are also available as podcasts
at www.environmentreport.org

Actions

Under its current grant from the USDA (years 2005-2009), the GLRC is producing and distributing 120 radio stories focused on
the dynamic relationship between the agricultural sector and water quality in the Great Lakes Region and beyond. The stories
produced are a combination of longer features (4 to 5 minutes) and shorter commentaries, interview segments and news spots
on topics such as sources of water quality impairment, successful water quality initiatives, policy options that could improve
water quality, legislation that impacts agricultural policy,and the costs and bene ts of remediation. The ultimate goal of these
reports is to educate policy makers, farmers, landowners, community leaders, and the general public about the relationship of
agricultural policies and actions to regional water quality.

Each month, stories on the Environment Report make approximately
5.4 million listener impressions throughout the country. These public
radio listeners come from a cross-section of political beliefs and are
among Americas most
educated, mostin uential, and
most civic-minded individuals.
As these listeners learn about
the relationship between water
quality and agriculture, they
become more able to make in-
formed decisions with respect
to the environment.







