
Wild rice populations have declined throughout much of 
the plant’s native range, due in large part to human 
activities.  
Beyond being a favored human and wildlife food, wild rice 
is a deeply important component of Native American 
culture in  
the Upper Great Lakes Region. Numerous tribes, agencies, 
and organizations have been working to maintain and 
restore wild rice populations; however, these efforts have 
sometimes been disparate with limited regional sharing 
of information.  

The Great Lakes Regional Water Program worked with 
project partners to form the Native Wild Rice Coalition to 
foster  collaboration and identify multi-state initiatives to 
promote regional, sustainable wild rice populations. The 
first of these initiatives involves the regional sharing and 
transferring of a wild rice camp educational program 
developed by the Sah-Kay-Tay Indigenous Preservation Society in Minnesota.  In summer 2007,  key regional participants 
from tribal communities, 1994 tribal land-grant institutions, 1862 land-grant institutions, and other groups attended the 
2007 Minnesota traditional wild rice camp, which focused on Anishinaabeg wild rice Traditional Ecological Knowledge (TEK).

Nine regional representatives attended the 2007 Minnesota wild rice camp. Participants included people from the University 
of Minnesota; Ferris State University; and tribal communities from Michigan, Minnesota, and Wisconsin. During 2008, these 
camp participants were contacted to complete evaluations related to their wild rice camp experiences.  
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Rice Camp instructor Kathy Hoagland teaching traditional methods 
of processing wild rice. Photo by Scott Herron.
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Project Goals

regional sharing of the traditional wild rice camp educational model, with the •	
expected outcomes of transferring of wild rice TEK and further integration of tribal and 
non-tribal knowledge into issues related to wild rice

enhanced multicultural understanding  and continue building key multicultural •	
partnerships regionally  

Outcomes

A curricular model on wild rice TEK was developd for the wild rice camps.  Following the 
camps participants indicated a significant to comprehensive increase in knowledge in all the 
measured categories: wild rice ecology, the role of wild rice in Anishinaabeg culture, 
traditional methods of harvesting wild rice, traditional methods of processing wild rice, and 
methods of conserving wild rice.  The majority of respondents (86%) indicated that the wild 
rice camps provided them with many opportunities to exchange information with people 
from different states and different cultures or communities. A majority (86%) also expressed 
a great amount of interest in assisting with development of a wild rice camp in their 
communities.

Participants identified 
“hands-on” learning 
opportunities as the aspect 
of the camp that contributed 
most to their learning. The 
knowledge participants 
gained through the wild rice 
camp has already been 
integrated into tribal 
community cultural 
workshops and school 
curriculums.   Plans to 
expand the model regionally 
are underway.

Rice Camp instructor Bill Paulson demonstrating birch bark basket 
making techniques. Photo by Scott Herron.


