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Under the previous USDA grant held by The Environment Report, comparative surveys (in 2002 
and 2004) by the independent �rm Market Trends Research showed:

a 14 percent increase in the number of listeners who considered themselves �s��
well-informed about environmental issues; and

listeners reported greater awareness of the following issues: loss of farmland due to �s��
urban sprawl, the effect of pesticides on water quality, the effect of fertilizer or 
nitrogen on water quality, and the effect of animal feed operations on water quality.

During the current USDA funded project, The Environment Report is expanding its evaluation of 
listener knowledge and attitudes. An initial phone survey has been completed and focus 
groups have been held. A comparison phone survey will take place this year (2008). Focus 
group participants reported that they were likely to take some type of action after hearing the 
reports. These actions 
ranged from changes in 
shopping habits, 
contacting government 
representatives, seeking 
out more information, 
and sparking more 
conversation with family 
and friends.  Advisory 
Committee member John 
Hawkins of the Illinois 
Farm Bureau has praised 
The Environment Report’s 
work, saying, “I’m always 
impressed by the quality and depth of the news reports produced. I hear them regularly on 
several NPR af�liates across Illinois during my morning commute and travels. The stories are 
usually topical and very current and give listeners a good picture of what’s happening in 
agriculture these days.”

The Environment Report continues to expand its efforts to reach more people.  More content and 
features have been added to the website.  As a result, the web audience has more than doubled 
in the last year alone.  The site now logs more than 146,000 audio story downloads each 
month.  The Environment Report will work to stay on the forefront of such expanding technolo-
gies in order to reach more listeners with high-quality environmental news.
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Michigan Radio
535 West William Street
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Partners include over 160 radio stations in 18 
states. Please visit www.environmentreport.
org for the most recent station list and for story 
archives and links.
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Reporter Rebecca Williams pro�led this farm in rural Iowa in her story  
“Farmers Respond to Peer Pressure.”  Photo by Rebecca Williams.


