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Introduction to  Learner Centered Education
Outcomes of Introduction

· A basic understanding of Learner Centered Education

· An understanding of the relationship between the needs of learners and providing the information they need
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Overview

This unit gives some background on using the dialogue approach for providing learner centered education.  Learner Centered education is based on adult learning principles. Adults learn best when they get engaged with new information, use and make sense of it.  Dialogue is between you and the learner(s).  An important point to keep in mind as you’re planning to teach learners: it really doesn’t matter a great deal how much the learner thinks you know.  When there is dialogue learning is transferred, and new knowledge is processed and applied.
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Reading Assignments


Put a check mark in the box as you complete each of these

· From Telling to Teaching, Chapter 1,  pages 11-14 and Chapter 8, pages 59-66
These sections introduce you to the basics of learner-centered education and how to assess learner needs.  Practical approaches and rationale for assessing learner needs are presented for application and adoption of recommended practices.

As you read this section of the chapter, think about WNEP learners – 

· What do you know about your learners?  

· What ideas and information may they already have?  

· What information do you think will be helpful to WNEP learners?
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Learning Activities
Put a check mark in the box as you complete each of these
· Do an Interview
Interview a partner, another educator, coordinator or a learner and ask them what they know about learner needs?  

· Have a conversation
Discuss with someone different from yourself (limited income, age, generation, lifecycle, ethnicity, etc) what they know and do regarding eating breakfast or eating when they wake up each day.  What are their realities?  What did they share regarding their needs?

· What are the benefits of using a dialogue approach in teaching?
· What are three things to include in a learning needs resource assessment?
· Who would you talk to for determining your learner’s needs and strengths?
?








