Cooperative Extension’s funding partnership
· Cooperative Extension’s budget is comprised of funds from three sources:


· State tax funds 
· County tax funds
· Federal Smith Lever funds 
· The source of budgeted funds for 2010 is as follows:

· State funds – 40%

· County funds – 28%

· Federal funds – 24%

· Gifts, grants, fees – 7%

· State funds are a critical component of Cooperative Extension funding.
· Cooperative Extension educates people where they live and work by expanding access to valuable UW resources and customizing these resources to local conditions.
Outline for Visits
· Introduce yourself. 
· Share your message points, focusing on the legislator’s interests.
· Share stories of how Cooperative Extension makes a difference in the lives of elected official’s constituents. Share outcomes.
· Talk about outcomes, the return on investment, of your educational programming.
· Invite them to an upcoming educational program.

· Leave any materials you brought, such as your success stories, annual reports, newsletters, etc.

· Thank them for their continued support in person and later via an e-mail or phone call.
More information is available at:

http://uwex.uwc.edu/government/
Know Your Audience

Do your homework by visiting the Wisconsin State Legislature site at http://www.legis.state.wi.us/ . The sites includes: 
· Home pages for senators/representatives
· Biographies
· Committees
· Recent bills
· District map
· Contact information, photos
Learn about elected official’s personal, professional and constituent interests.

Share educational program information that meets these needs. Illustrate how our programs are timely and relevant.

Got questions about legislative visits? Call Pamela Seelman, Public Information Specialist, (608) 262-9311, or Rosemary Potter, Legislative Liaison, (608) 263-7678.
Notes:
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Visiting Local Elected Officials
Connectivity through
Communicating
Value
Personalizing Your Message, Targeting for Relevance
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