[image: image1.png]/U%m

W0

Household Hazardous Waste Collection Programs

ANES
TARGETED WASTE COLLECTION PROGRAM: %‘g}“’“‘/
SELECTING ACCEPTABLE and UNACCEPTABLE ITEMS

A municipality may be abie to reduce costs for collecting household hazardous
wastes by selecting only certain types of hazardous waste ‘for its collection
program. In order to determine whether a household hazardous waste collection
program can be "targeted" towards specific wastes, it is necessary to understand
which waste types present home disposal possibilities and which are unsolvable

or "difficult" household hazardous waste disposal problems, requiring proper
hazardous waste disposal.

Information provided in Alternatives to Landfilling Household Toxics (Purin,
1987), and in the product content descriptions available in an EPA-funded report,
Toxicants in Consumer Products by Susan Ridgely, make it possible to discriminate
between "difficult" household products, which must be disposed of as hazardous
waste, and "semi-hazardous" products, for which safe dispasal alternatives exist.

Household hazardous waste collection programs can be modified to eliminate the
cotlection of "semi-hazardous" wastes by publicizing waste disposal alternatives
(see Table I). The high cost of disposing of hazardous waste, and the potential
for the sharing of many hazardous wastes from homes through waste exchange,
recycling, or "safe" disposal, make alternative disposal methods attractive
However, it is important to note that "semi-hazardous" wastes from homes, such
as oil-based and latex paints, may also include many hazardous substances in
their ingredients. Elimination of "semi-hazardous" waste from a collection
program must be accompanied by disposal alternatives, such as a strong public
education program that provides advice about consumer purchase decisions and

about appropriate alternative disposal methods, a disposal hotline, and/or a
waste exchange program.

Every attempt should be made to provide a safe method for disposal of all
"difficult” household hazardous wastes identified in Table II. Targeting
"difficult" wastes presents a complex communication problem as can be anticipated
by the variety of products listed in Table II. A municipality must determine how
it can best educate the public concerning the difference between "difficult" and
"semi-hazardous” household hazardous wastes.

TABLE I: WASTE DISPOSAL ALTERNATIVES

Filter and Reuse | Recycle or Waste Exchange Flush to Municipal Sewage
or Evaporate* Treatment System
-cleaners »aerosals -weak acids or bases
(solvent- «antifreeze {small amounts only)
based) -wet cell batteries
. +rechargeable batteries -photographic developer

«0il-based paint | -household cleaners (spent)

spaint (non-lead)
+solvents +general use pesticides -household cleaners

-photographic fixer-silver (non-solvent based)

-waste oil

-gas cylinders ﬂ

*Evaporation is not an option in urban areas, and especially not in ozone non-
attainment areas (solvents contribute to local smog problems).
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TABLE IT: DIFFICULT WASTE DISPOSAL PROBLEMS

Waste Stream Category | Situation with No Alternative Disposal

Aerosols <Household unable to empty can or participate in
waste exchange

Antifreeze -Household with no connection to municipal sewage
treatment system and no recycling option
availtable to community

Batteries «Mercury batteries (small batteries such as camera
and watch batteries)

Cleaners «Cleaners containing solvents when household unablie
to evaporate or participate in waste exchange

Corrosives «Undiluted strong acids or bases when household
unable to participate in waste exchange

Explosives/Reactives <A1l

Mercury *A11 except small quantities of fluorescent Tight
bulbs {controversial)

Paint «lLead-based paint, artist hobby paints with “heavy
metal" pigments

Pesticides <Restricted pesticides, general use pesticides when
safe waste exchange is unavailable or not
recommended

Pharmaceuticals -Chemotherapeutic drugs and narcotics (narcotics
are not hazardous but are illegal); consult with
local pharmacy about disposal options.

Photo Chemicals +Decision should be based on exact material
ingredients

Solvents -Households unable to evaporate or participate in
waste exchange.
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