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HOUSEHOLD HAZARDOUS WASTE: COLLECTION PROGRAM TYPES

Collection Day
A one day program for all hazardous waste from households, using one or more sites
for collection. The county or municipality may provide transfer facility services for the
contractor, but does not store hazardous waste itself. The county or municipality does
not legally become a generator in Wisconsin until the waste is shipped off site, or if the
waste is kept on site for five or more days.

Selective Collection/Targeting of Hazardous Waste
Same definition as Collection Day, except that only certain wastes are targeted to be
collected, such as pesticides and solvents. Entire categories of wasters, such as paint or
household cleaners, may not be acceptable for the collection. Selective or targeted
collecting removes wastes which have limited options for appropriate disposal from the
disposal stream, and is less costly than a full service collection program.

Permanent Site
A storage facility for hazardous waste that accepts hazardous wastes from households
and Very Small Quantity Generators (VSQG) year round (or most of the year). These
facilities must be approved by the Department of Natural Resources and must comply
with hazardous waste storage facility regulations.

Door-to-Door Pickup
A municipal or contracted service for household hazardous waste disposal whereby the
waste is collected directly from residences. The service can be provided on either an
appointment or neighborhood schedule basis. If the pick up work will be conducted by
municipal employees. the municipality must also have either a transfer facility, a large
generator accumulation, site, or a storage facility, and must have a transportation
license.

Mobile Unit
Similar to Collection Day except that the contractor provides a trailer type storage
facility which can be transported from site to site. Contractor serves more than one
community at a time by moving the trailer to each collection site in turn. Only one
contract is negotiated with the contractor for all sites. Costs are either prorated to each
community depending on waste amounts or covered by a grant of some type.

Private Vendor-Provided Services
A manufacturer, hazardous waste transportation firm or hazardous waste disposal firm
provides collection and disposal as a public service.
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Pollution Prevention Alternatives

A choice of one of the following programs can contribute to your community’s pollution
prevention program. However, any collection program should be accompanied by a public
education program developed in cooperation with local retailers which will assist residents in
reducing their need for a household hazardous waste disposal program.

Manufacturer Take-Back
Manufacturer or retailer volunteers are required to take back any leftover hazardous
household product. A variation of this requires the manufacturer or retailer to identify
appropriate product disposal techniques through the use of color-coded sticky labels.

Non-Collection Alternatives
Essentially depends on public awareness. Appropriate disposal advice can be
incorporated into community recycling education programs and/or requirements. A
Non-Collection Program would require staff time for educational materials
development and management of a through public education program and perhaps a
SWAP program (leftover home products exchange program).

Lefiover Home Products Exchange Program
Products which otherwise would have to be disposed of as hazardous waste can be
share through an exchange program, which saves the cost of disposing of the
exchanged products as hazardous waste. A coordinating group or agency organizes
the exchange. Notifications of available products can be posted on a bulletin board
system, listing in the newspaper, or otherwise publicized by the coordinating group or
agency. Neighbors call publicized numbers to acquire what they need. There is
usually no central storage of these products to avoid storage costs and liability.
Products appropriate for exchange programs include paint, paint-thinner, vamish, and
some pesticides.

These collection programs are both good short-term and long-term choices for a county or
municipality. Costs and time line for the Selective Collection or Non-Collection programs are
affordable short-term choices. Permanent sites will play a significant role in long term plans of
‘Wisconsin counties and municipalities.
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