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WHAT ARE HOUSEHOLD HAZARDOUS WASTES?
HOW DO THEY CAUSE PROBLEMS? HOW CAN THEY BE IDENTIFIED?

What are the Characteristics of Household Hazardous Wastes?

1.
2.
3.

Hazardous chemicals are those which cause health, safety or environmental
problems.

Household wastes that are hazardous can be -- flammable, poisonous,
corrosive, reactive, explosive or carcinogenic.

Some hazardous chemicals present in household products are slow to
biodegrade and accumulate in food chains. These products are especially
prevalent in pesticides, solvents and degreasers.

. Consumer products contain inadequately tested chemicals. Health hazard

information is unavailable for 66% of common pesticides, 84% of cosmetic
ingredients, 81% of food additives, and 90% of other chemicals used in
commerce.

. Generators (households) are many in number and use unsafe disposal

methods.

. Household wastes are exempt from regulations. As of 1985 the newly

defined Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA) still exempts
sources which generate less than 220 1bs./month of hazardous wastes.

How do They Cause Problems?

1.

3.

By household resident exposure during use or through migration into public
or private well water,

mucous membranes - substances react with water of the membranes
Tungs - toxic gases

nervous system - solvents

heart, kidney, liver - mainly through skin absorption

carcinogens
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. At solid waste sites

a. injuries to refuse workers

b. equipment damage at landfill (chemical reactions cause explosions
and fire)

c. contained in leachate Teaking from landfills

d. degrade 1andfill clay 1inings, especially volatile organic compounds
from solvents and degreasers

e. incinerator emissions and ash from incinerators not licenses to
dispose of hazardous wastes

In waste water

aquifer contamination at septic tank drainfields
sewer; combined sewers with storm sewers

. corrode plumbing

. collect in trap and release fumes
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4. Through other avenues of disposal
a. surface runoff - (an Albuquerque study found that 33% put household
products in or on the ground; in Seattle 16% dumped products in or
on ground - as opposed to putting the products in the trash or down
the drain).
b. backyard burial or incineration
c. evaporation

Identifying Household Hazardous Wastes in Your Home

1. What is a hazard?
Different materials are toxic to living things in different amounts.
Read the Tabel. - Took for signal words, "CAUTION, WARNING, DANGER".

2. Toxicity rating:
Many things are toxic even without warning. Be particularly careful of
the following labels:

CAUTION - lethal dose for 150 1b. person = 1 tsp. to 1 oz.
WARNING - =7 drops to 1 tsp.
DANGER - = a taste

3. Inert contents may also be hazardous. They are inert only from the point
of view of the use of that product.

4. Product types to keep in mind - which may be hazardous in one or more of
the ways already mentioned:

pesticides, insecticides and rodenticides

herbicides and fungicides

paint solvents, paint and varnish removers

automotive produces - cleaners, antifreeze (waste oil should be

recycled)

paints (usually the solvent)

stain and spot removers

many general cleaners - toilet bowl cleaners are especially

hazardous to health

some mildew proofing

some deodorizers, air sanitizers

swimming pool cleaners

hobby supplies

. septic tank cleaners (especially hazardous to environment usually

the degreasing chemical - a solvent)
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5. Pharmaceutical drugs are usually not included in household hazardous
wastes.

6. BANNED PESTICIDES - Silvex, Mirex, Aldrin, Chlordane, DDT, Heptachlor.
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