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WHAT HAPPENS TO THE MATERIAL COLLECTED IN A CLEAN SWEEP?

There is no single method which can safely handle all the different types of
waste collected. The wastes must be sorted by treatment or disposal category,
and any laboratory analysis or regulatory requirements completed. Wastes are
then shipped to facilities in several states. The following is an example of how
one company disposes of various hazardous wastes. Other companies may dispose
of the wastes differently.

Method Waste Types
Recycling Some solvents, lead/acid (automobile) batteries, and

some mercury may be reprocessed into useful products.

Fuel Biending This is a method for recovering energy value from
wastes. Solvents not suitable for recycling, some
paints, kerosene, used motor oil, gasoline, and other
flammable or combustible 1iquids will be blended to make
a fuel for industrial kilns or boilers.

Chemical Treatment Cyanides may be detoxified, acids and bases neutralized,
or toxic metals removed by various chemical procedures.

Incineration Most pesticides, herbicides, aerosol cans, cleaners,
waxes and flammable materials not suitable for recycling
or fuel use will be burned in special high temperature
incinerators equipped with monitoring instruments and
air pollution control devices.

Fixation/Stabilization Some liquids will be treated to make their hazardous
constituents immobile.

Secure Chemical This method is used for materials which are not suitable
Landfill for other methods, and 1is also used for residues
produced by other methods. For example, a solvent such
as paint thinner may go to a recycler, where clean
product is separated form impurities called "still
bottoms.”  The still bottoms are then incinerated
producing harmiess gases and a small amount of ash which
goes to secure chemical landfills.

Alternate technologies are gradually replacing 1andfills
for untreated wastes. Most untreated hazardous wastes
are already prohibited from landfills. EPA is now
phasing in regulations which will assure that no
untreated hazardous wastes will be sent to landfill -
only residues from waste treatment. *
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