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Two named to Cooperative Extension
leadership posts

Yvonne R. Horton has been named
Cooperative Extension’s Northeast
District Director effective Sept. 7.
She replaces John Biese who has
been acting district director since
1998.

In announcing Horton’s appoint-
ment, Dean and Director Carl
O’Connor noted that she comes to
Wisconsin with a record of distin-
guished service with the University
of Illinois Extension, where she was
most recently associate regional
director in northeastern Illinois.
She has also held unit leader
positions in north and south

suburban Cook County, and has
worked in various capacities as an
extension adviser in home eco-
nomics.

Horton completed her undergradu-
ate and master’s degrees at
Howard University, Washington,
DC, with emphases on early
childhood education, child devel-
opment and family life.  She
earned her Ph.D. at the College of
Education, University of Illinois,
Urbana-Champaign, with an
emphasis on training and develop-
ment and human resource devel-
opment.

She has taught undergraduate and
graduate level courses at Gover-
nors State University, Park Forest
South, IL.  She has also served as
a consultant and resource speaker
at numerous regional and national
extension and higher education
conferences and staff develop-
ment workshops, including the
National Extension Urban Task
Force and the North Central

Yvonne R. Horton

Region Planning Committee for the
National Extension Leadership
Development program, which
originated in UW-Extension.

Alice Meade-Taylor returned to
Cooperative Extension in May as
the Milwaukee County Extension
Office Director.

As the Milwaukee County director,
Meade-Taylor will be responsible

for handling the personnel, bud-
geting and support needs of
approximately 25 Milwaukee
County personnel. “One of my
biggest challenges is to educate
the public about the resources
Cooperative Extension has to
offer,” Meade-Taylor said.

She returned from Kentucky where
she worked as the diversity and
staff development specialist for the
Cooperative Extension Service
National Center for Diversity.

Meade-Taylor worked as the 4-H
Youth Development agent in
Jackson County from 1985-88
before taking various positions in
the Milwaukee area and then
traveling on to Kentucky.

Meade-Taylor received a Bachelor
of Science degree in Sociology
from Michigan State University and
a Master of Science in Social Work
from the University of Wisconsin-
Madison.

–Joel Bradtke & Pamela Seelman

Alice Meade-Taylor
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National speakers spark technology dialogue
Rick Inatome,
a computer
industry
pioneer who
chairs the
Fortune 500
Inatome
Corporation,
leads a
national slate
of keynote

speakers at this year’s Wisconsin
Educational Technology Confer-
ence scheduled for October 12-14
at Milwaukee’s Midwest Express
Center.

Joining Inatome as keynoters are
Alan Chute, a University of Wiscon-
sin alumnus who is director of
Lucent Technologies Center for
Excellence in Distance Learning,
and Janice Gordon, who repre-
sents Microsoft’s Anytime, Any-
where Learning program.

The Governor’s Wisconsin Educa-
tion Technology Conference is an
Extension partnership with DPI, the
Technical College System, the
Educational Communications
Board, TEACH Wisconsin, and the
Wisconsin Association of Indepen-

dent College and Universities.
The chair of this year’s conference
steering committee is Rosemary
Lehman of UW-Extension’s Instruc-
tional Communications Systems.

The conference will include more
than 230 presentations, workshops
& labs, 200 + exhibitors, technol-
ogy tours, Internet Cafés, elec-
tronic classrooms, and poster
sessions.  For information on how
to participate, check:
www.gwetc.org/

–Mary Mulroy

EPA grant aids cross-divisional pollution education
The U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency has awarded UW-Exten-
sion a grant to help Wisconsin’s
small businesses reduce pollution
and comply with EPA environmen-
tal regulations.  The grant pairs the
Small Business Development
Center (SBDC) and the Solid and
Hazardous Waste Education
Center (SHWEC) in a program to
integrate pollution prevention into
SBDC counseling services.

Leveraging the $53,774 EPA grant
is nearly $3,000 in seed money
from the UW-Extension Cross-
Divisional Program Innovation
Fund (see related story, p. 4).  Vice
Chancellor Kevin Reilly said “This
project is a good example of how
Extension’s divisions, working

together and with our sister
institutions in the UW System, can
attract outside funding to address
important statewide issues.”

The SBDC offices at UW-Green
Bay and UW-La Crosse will partner

with SHWEC
staff to
integrate
pollution
prevention
and environ-
mental
regulation
compliance
help into the
daily work of

SBDC counselors.  Project leaders
are Erica Kauten, state director,

SBDC, and
Tom Blewett,
co-director of
SHWEC.
"With this
project we're
poised to test
a model for
partnering
between the
SBDC and

pollution prevention that can be
emulated in other states," said
Blewett. " Internally, it builds on the
base of a partnership that we've
already created and enhances our
working relationship for the future."

One of the outcomes of the grant
work is to provide a documented

model that can guide others
interested in establishing similar
partnerships.  The program will be
evaluated on the basis of small-
business client satisfaction with the
counseling and training, and the
changes they have made as a
result of those services.

“This will move our pollution
prevention initiatives to the next
stage,” said Kauten.  Three years
ago SHWEC staff developed a
pollution prevention program and
worked with SBDC counselors to
begin integrating pollution preven-
tion and compliance assistance
through the SBDC network.

— Joel Bradtke
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Hal Schlais, UW System Learning
Technologies coordinator, dis-
cussed the need for accessible
web-based materials for PK-12
teachers with the 1999 IDEAS
(Interactive Dialogue with Educa-
tors from Across the State) confer-
ees in late May.  The IDEAS
educational coalition brought
together representatives of UW

It’s All About Ideas!
System, UW-Extension, UW-Stevens
Point, UW-Eau Claire, the Depart-
ment of Public Instruction, CESA,
Milwaukee Public Schools, the
Wisconsin Education Association
Council, and the Wisconsin Educa-
tional Media Association.  Educa-
tors discussed designing a web site
as an “educator’s mall,” to allow

teachers easier access to re-
sources and curriculum materials.
The web site aims to provide
mutual ground for multiple
partners, placing PK-12 educa-
tors in dialogue with UW faculty,
as well as serving as an example
of integrating technology into the
classroom.

Hal Schlais

Ashland Extension staff combine history and
environmental education

UW-Extension staff at the new Northern Great Lakes Visitor Center in
Ashland use the “Dream Catcher,” a 34-foot replica of the fur trading era
voyageur canoes, as their “floating classroom.”  Dressed as 18th century
voyageurs, the staff teach program participants about environmental
issues affecting the Lake Superior region while paddling Chequamegon
Bay.  The “Voyageurs Paddle Chequamegon Bay” program provides
environmental education with a unique historical and cultural perspective.
Since Extension began environmental programming at the Center last
January, more than 1600 children and teens from 26 northern Wisconsin
schools have participated in Extension environmental education programs
at the Center.  UW-Extension Center staff include Cathy Techtmann,
education coordinator; Kathleen Morgen, environmental educator; Mike
Kroenke, Lake Superior basin educator; and Sarah Traaholt, support.

Showtime!

More than four months after a group of aspiring actors and actresses
auditioned for the College for Kids Theatre Company in March, they took
center stage on the UW-Milwaukee campus and around greater Milwau-
kee.  The workshop, offered in association with the UWM Department of
Theatre and Dance, explored all aspects of theater performance.  Presen-
tations included contemporary takes on The Princess and the Pea, The
Prince Who Wrote a Letter, and The Emperor’s New Clothes.

College for Kids, now in its 19th year, is designed for children from kinder-
garten through eighth grade with high academic potential, motivation and
talent.  Over 1,100 children participated in the University Outreach pro-
gram this summer.

Each summer, UWM faculty and other specially selected teachers offer
three two-week sessions which meet for two hours daily.  College for Kids
also offers Saturday programs during the school year.  Typical offerings
include:  Amazing Aztecs, Bonjour! French Immersion Class, Countdown
to the Millenium, Majestic (& Musty) Middle Ages, Astronomy, Creepy
Crawlers, Pottery, and Optics, Electricity & Magnetism.

Capitol Classroom
Members of the UW-Extension Governmental Affairs Consortium con-
ducted an in intensive, two-week certificate program for staff
members of the Wisconsin State Assembly in August.  The first Assembly
Staff Leadership Development Program enrolled 28 staffers.  Above,
Mordecai Lee, UW-Milwaukee Outreach and Continuing Education Exten-
sion, makes a point during a session on working with constituents, the
media and community groups.

WPT documentary features Wisconsin’s historic barns

Sue and Joe Triggs of Richland County are among more than 1,000 who
have attended Extension workshops on restoring Wisconsin’s historic
barns - as shops, theaters, community centers, museums, inns, and, in the
Triggs’ case - as a cattle barn!  They were featured in “Wisconsin Barns:
Stories in Wood & Stone,” a new Wisconsin Public Television documentary
that debuted in August.  (Look for the program to air again in the future.)
The show was part travelogue, part photo essay and part documentary on
the ways barns are being restored and used at the turn of a new century.
The program, produced by WPT’s Liz Koerner, pulled together the efforts
of Cooperative Extension’s Wisconsin Barn Preservation Initiative, the
State Historical Society of Wisconsin’s Division of Historic Preservation,
and the Wisconsin Trust for Historic Preservation’s grassroots group Barns
N.O.W! (Network of Wisconsin).

UW-Madison/Extension Emeritus Professor Jerry Apps, who wrote a book
called Barns of Wisconsin, was a commentator in the show, as was
Cooperative Extension’s Chuck Law.  Law says, “As we continue the land
use debate, we will see many rural portions of the landscape changing.
Hopefully there will be some recognition of the need to preserve certain
areas.”

Sue and Joe Triggs
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Summer fairs mix learning and fun

Fairgoers of all ages were attracted to this small engines exhibit, as well
as other educational stations at the 1999 State Fair “Explore 4-H Action
Center.” Activities ranging from theatre arts to insects introduced youthful
fairgoers to new 4-H curriculum.  “Explore 4-H” is also the new statewide
4-H promotional theme.  Nearly 130 4-H youth and adults staffed the
action center during the State Fair Aug. 5-15.

During summer fairs at both the state and county levels, young people
showed projects ranging from livestock to wildflower and insect collec-
tions to ceramics and woodworking.  The livestock projects often draw
the biggest crowds.  Each year, businesses and individuals buy more
than $4 million worth of livestock raised by young people and shown at
Wisconsin county and state fairs.

Name that flower!

UW-Milwaukee Professor Emeritus Peter Salamun shares his expertise in
biological sciences by encouraging his students to bring flowers to class.
Members of the UW-Milwaukee Guild for Learning in Retirement enrolled
in the popular short course, “Spring Flowering Plants & Their Ecology,”
brought in assorted bouquets from their backyards to identify and dissect.

Anne O’Meara, the UWM Outreach liaison for The Guild, describes the
500-member organization as an outlet for people with lively intellects.
“There are a lot of opportunities for people to take continuing education
classes and have a say in the member-driven group,” she says.

The UWM Guild is the oldest of the 11 Institutes for Learning in Retirement
in Wisconsin, all of which have ties to universities and colleges.

UW leaders visit Farm Progress Days

UW System Senior Vice President David Olien (left) joined colleagues
UW-Platteville Chancellor David Markee, UW-Madison College of Agricul-
tural and Life Sciences Dean Elton Aberle, Cooperative Extension Dean
Carl O’Connor and UW-Extension Interim Chancellor Al Beaver for a visit
to Extension demonstrations and exhibits at Farm Progress Days in Grant
County.

Paul Voss, Rural Sociology
(MSN/EXT), is part of a U.S.
Census Bureau team that
received a “Hammer Award”
from the National Partnership
for Reinventing Government.
The award recognizes federal
employees and collaborators
who are making government
run better and cost less.

UW-Extension’s 4-H Youth
Futures initiative, “Big Buddies:
A Youth Mentoring Program,” is
one of four prevention pro-
grams in the state to receive a
Wisconsin Exemplary Preven-
tion Award from the State
Council on Alcohol and Other
Drug Abuse.

Joe Lauer, Agronomy (MSN/
EXT), has received the 1999
Pound Extension Award from
the UW-Madison College of
Agricultural and Life Sciences
for his work in evaluating corn
hybrids.

Ellen Fitzsimmons, associate
dean of Cooperative Extension,
received the 1999 Distin-
guished Alumnus award from
the UW-Madison School of
Human Ecology, where she
earned her B.S. and M.S.
degrees.

Sherrie Gruder, Solid and
Hazardous Waste Education
Center, has been promoted to
distinguished lecturer, based
on the academic staff distin-
guished title review process.

Gary D.
Gilmore,
Community
Health
Education
(LAC/EXT),
has been
awarded a
Fulbright
Senior
Scholar

appointment to teach in India
from November 1999 through

KUDOS
March 2000.  He will be teaching
courses in graduate epidemiol-
ogy and advanced health promo-
tion strategies at the All India
Institute of Hygiene and Public
Health in Calcutta.  His wife, a
registered occupational therapist,
will join him.

Dina Castro
de Knibbs,
Rock County
nutrition
educator, is
UW-Ext-
ension's
nominee for
the UW
System
Women of
Color

Awards, to be celebrated in
October.  Knibbs is honored for
her effective work with families,
especially among the Spanish-
speaking population in the Beloit
area.

“The 30-Second Candidate,” a
documentary that Wisconsin
Public Television made for PBS,
has been nominated for a na-
tional News and Documentary
Emmy Award by The National
Academy of Television Arts and
Sciences.  Kathy Bissen and
Dave Iverson are co-producers of
the program, which explores the
evolution and growth of political
advertising, the increasing
influence of political consultants,
and options for reform.  “The 30-
Second Candidate” is nominated
for Outstanding Background
Analysis of a Single Current Story
- Programs.  Other nominees in
the category are from the Discov-
ery Channel and Dateline NBC.

“Step By Step: Building a Femi-
nist Movement, 1941-1977,” a film
funded by the Wisconsin Humani-
ties Council and produced by
Joyce Follet, Continuing Studies
(MSN/EXT), was awarded the
1999 EMMA for best documen-
tary from the National Women’s
Political Caucus.
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 Hear WPRadio on the Internet!

kee and Cooperative Extension
Youth Development Program).

Planning for the Community
Leadership Alliance of Southwest
Wisconsin (UW-Platteville and
Grant, Lafayette, and Iowa County
Extension Offices).

The Learning Institute for Nonprofit
Organizations – A Proposed Inter-
Divisional Delivery Approach in
Rock County (The Learning
Institute for Nonprofit Organiza-
tions, UW Rock County, and Rock
County Extension).

Neighborhood Math and Science
Academy (UW-Milwaukee and
Milwaukee County Extension).

Grazing Research and Education
Center (UW-Platteville and Coop-
erative Extension Southern Dis-
trict).

– Greg Wise

Grants boost cross-divisional collaboration
Of 18 proposals submitted for the
Vice Chancellor’s Cross-Divisional
Program Innovation Fund grants for
1999-2000, five planning grants
and seven implementation grants
have been awarded to cross-
divisional teams for collaborative
programs.  Funded projects aim to
generate new programming ideas
across UWEX divisions and  UW
institutions.

Implementation grants ranging
from $2,730 to $45,000 are:

Racine/Kenosha Community
Research and Development
Institute (UW-Parkside and Racine
and Kenosha County Extension
Offices).

A Community Approach to the
Development of Supportive Ser-
vices for Grandparents and Grand-
children (UW-Milwaukee and
Milwaukee County Extension).

Forward Wisconsin Youth Devel-
opment: Building a Sustainable
Partnership for Youth Workers
Training Across UW System
Divisions and Community Groups
Statewide (UW-Milwaukee,
Cooperative Extension Youth
Development , and county Exten-
sion offices).

Technology Tools for Outreach
(UW-River Falls, SBDC, and
Cooperative Extension Agriculture
and Natural Resources program).

Design of Web-Based Business
and Agriculture Educational
Programs for Hmong Adults with
Limited English Ability (UW-Eau
Claire, UW-Superior, UW-Milwau-
kee SBDC, Marathon and Milwau-
kee County Extension and Coop-
erative Extension Publishing Unit).

Her Health: Digital Outreach to
Rural Wisconsin Women (Wiscon-

sin Public Television, Cooperative
Extension Family Development
program, and county Extension
offices).

Integrating Pollution Prevention
into Small Business Development
Center Counseling Services (State
Small Business Development
Center, UW-La Crosse and UW-
Green Bay SBDCs, and Coopera-
tive Extension Solid and Hazard-
ous Waste Education Center).

The planning grants, which offer
modest funding (under $5,000) to
further develop a cross-divisional
proposal, are:

Enhancing the Practice of Healthy
Leisure Activities Among Wisconsin
Youth (UW-La Crosse, Wisconsin
Public Radio, and Cooperative
Extension Youth Development.)

Passing the Torch: Conversations
Across Generations (UW-Milwau-

Wisconsin Public Radio’s Ideas
Network can now be heard on the
World Wide Web, making news
and music and talk shows avail-
able to listeners anytime from
anywhere through a computer.
“Our listeners have been asking for
this service and we’re excited
about the opportunity to take
advantage of technological
change to expand access to
programs on the Ideas Network,”
WPR Director Dana Davis Rehm
said.  “As digital technology

continues to advance, we will
continue to create more opportuni-
ties to serve our listeners better.”

Now, even without a radio, listen-
ers can hear shows including Tom
Clark, Jean Feraca, Patricia
O’Connell’s “Calling All Pets” and
“Zorba Paster On Your Health”
through a computer, Rehm said.
People listening for the first time on
the Web will have to download
software, but after that, the con-
nection is simple.  Directions on

listening through the Web can be
found at www.wpr.org/webcasts.
Wisconsin Public Radio is offering
this service using RealNetwork’s
new RealPlayer G2©decoder.  It
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Governance groups begin new year
senators elected to three-year
terms are Denise Retzleff, Fond du
Lac County; Geoff Wendorf,
Douglas County; Dave Williams,
Waukesha County; Chris Kniep,
Winnebago County; Mike Kroenke,
Florence County; and Sue Pleskac,
Jefferson County.

Sharon Sue
Schultz,
La Crosse
County
Extension
Office, is the
new chair of
the Academic
Staff Council.

Steven Boldt, Cooperative Exten-
sion Electronic Publishing, will
serve as vice-chair.  Newly elected
to the Council are Vicki Pierce,
Public Information; John Ashley,
UW Learning Innovations; Randy
Parvin, HELP; and Pam Cira,
Oneida County.

Interim Chancellor Al Beaver
noted, “Vice Chancellor Reilly and
I are committed to working with
faculty and staff in a genuine effort
to address important issues facing
the institution and to communicate
with each other better.”  Vice
Chancellor Kevin Reilly added,
“The good work that we do comes

The faculty and academic staff
governance groups have com-
pleted their elections of members
and officers for the 1999-00 year.

Lee
Cunningham,
Walworth
County
Extension
Office has
been elected
chair of the
University
Committee/
Faculty Senate.  John Attig,
Geological and Natural History
Survey, is vice-chair.  New faculty

about through the contributions of
all of our people – joint governance
is an important part of our strong
collaborative approach to doing
this good work.”

To follow the work of these groups,
look up the membership, agendas
and minutes on the UWEX Gover-
nance web page at: http://
www.uwex.edu/gov.html.  By-laws
and related policies and proce-
dures applying to these groups
can be found in Section 8 of the
Extension Handbook (see
Extension’s web page at: http://
www.uwex.edu/hdbk.html).

offers good quality audio, even at
low connection rates.  The better a
computer’s Internet connection,
the better the reception will be.

–Lori Wirth-Hammer
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