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Legend has it that back in
1927 Wisconsin Public Radio
(WPR) host Harold B. McCarty

had a radio guest cancel at the last
minute. He had to fill the time with
something, so he pulled a library
book out of his briefcase and
started reading—and unknowingly
began one of the longest-running
programs in the history of radio.

In 2002 WPR is celebrating 75
years of “Chapter a Day.”

“Chapter a Day” is just what the
title suggests: a half-hour reading
from contemporary fiction, history
and biography by some of the finest
voices at WPR. “Chapter a Day” is
broadcast at 12:30 p.m. (and
repeated at 11 p.m.) weekdays on
the Ideas Network stations of
Wisconsin Public Radio.

WPR’s 75th celebration includes a
statewide tour featuring three
“Chapter a Day” readers in “The
Feuding Founders,” a dramatic
presentation of the John Adams-
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Thomas Jefferson letters. The tour
runs Sept. 3-26 and includes per-
formances in Bayfield, Milwaukee,
Eau Claire, Wisconsin Rapids,
Sturgeon Bay, La Crosse and
Madison.

“We wanted to do something more
for our listeners than appear in
person with book in hand. So Karl
Schmidt, Norman Gilliland and I will
appear in character,” says Jim
Fleming. “The surprising thing
about these letters, written two
centuries ago, is how revelatory
they are about current events. They
say quite a bit about the founding
of our country, and are a pleasure
to read.”

For information about “Chapter a Day”
archival booklists, upcoming selections,
photos, musical themes and the tour:
www.wpr.orgStatewide tour marks 75 years of “Chapter a Day”

History will come alive as “Chapter a Day’s” Karl Schmidt (l), Jim Fleming
and Norman Gilliland tour the state with “The Feuding Founders.” The trio
will stop in seven cities to dramatize selected letters between John
Adams and Thomas Jefferson, with the assistance of their mutual friend
Benjamin Rush.

Committed. Dedicated.
Outstanding. These words
are used often—and sin-

cerely—to describe University of
Wisconsin-Extension Annual Awards
nominees. The selection committee
recently completed its serious task
and named this year’s Annual
Awards recipients.

Exceptional UW-Extension faculty,
staff, and internal and external
partners will be honored at the
2002 Extension Annual Awards
Banquet on Sept. 26.

UW-Extension Chancellor Kevin
Reilly will present the awards.
Hosting the event are Jerry Huffman
of Wisconsin Public Television and
Melba Lara of Wisconsin Public
Radio. The banquet will be held at
UW-Extension’s Lowell Center on
the UW-Madison campus.

UW-Extension annually honors
faculty, staff and supporters of the
extension function with awards in
five categories. This year’s recipi-
ents, by category, are:

Award for Excellence
Recognizes faculty and staff who
have excelled in program develop-
ment, teaching or support of
extension program—Hector Cruz,
associate professor of education,
UW-Stout; Trisha Day, 4-H Youth

Development specialist, Coopera-
tive Extension; IDEAS Portal Web
site, Continuing Education Exten-
sion; Wisconsin Public Radio
bureau managers Bill Estes, Dean
Kallenbach, John Munson, Gene
Purcell, Rick Reyer and Glen Slaats.

Classified Staff Award for
Exceptional Service
Recognizes outstanding perfor-
mance in supporting the extension
mission—Lisa Bailey, IS Systems
Development Services, UW Learning
Innovations; Judy Ballweg, Family
Living/4-H Youth Development
program assistant, Cooperative
Extension; Patricia Cady, benefits
specialist, Human Resources,
UW-Extension; Robert Frederickson,
director of Food Service, The
Lowell Center.

Friend of Extension Award
Recognizes individuals and groups
who have made outstanding
contributions in support of the
extension mission at the local,
state or national levels—Richard
Best, executive director, West
Central Workforce Resource,
Menomonie; Don McKelvey, Wiscon-
sin Association of County Extension
Committees; Floyd Rose, executive
director, Wisconsin Supplier Devel-
opment Council, Madison;
Wisconsin Milk Marketing Board.

Wisconsin Idea Award
Recognizes individuals and groups
that have made significant contribu-
tions through applications of
concepts, techniques or principles
gained through participation in
Extension programs—Robert
Cervenka, president of the board,
Phillips Plastics, Phillips.

Extension Career Award
Honors outstanding faculty mem-
bers who have demonstrated long-
term commitment, quality, leader-
ship and innovation in Extension
programming—Tom Parslow,
assistant program leader, Agricul-
ture and Natural Resources,
Cooperative Extension; Harv

Annual Awards recipients to be honored Sept. 26

INSIDE

UW-Extension Annual
Awards Banquet

Date: Thursday, Sept. 26, 2002

Time: 5:30 p.m. social hour, 6:30 p.m. dinner

Place: The Lowell Center, 610 Langdon St., Madison

Reservations: www1.uwex.edu/chancellor

Reservation deadline: Friday, Sept. 13, 2002

For more information: Rita Sears, sears@admin.uwex.edu, (608) 262-3786

Thompson, professor of theater
arts and education, Division of
Continuing Studies,
UW-Madison.
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