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	Action Team Milking Machine and Equipment

Of Standing Committee on Farm Management

Meeting in Milan, Italy

Thursday 24 November 2005, 14:00 – 16:00


19 December 2005

Minutes

Prepared by Action Team Leader D. Reinemann (US)
PRESENT : D. Reinemann (US) - Action Team Leader, P. Billon (FR), L. Innings (SE), D. Ordolff (DE), E. Harty (IE), H.C. Larson, E. Manninen (FI), M.D. Rasmussen (DK), O. Rønningen (NO), N. Schuring, O. Suhr (DE), R. Thesslin (SE).
A brief report was given by Reinemann on the IDF World Dairy Summit and communications with IDF Head Office and Farm Management Standing committee.

The status of the action team projects were reviewed

1. Reliability of measurements of milking machines.  
Lars Innings reported that many of the items have been covered in the review of the ISO standards.  The remaining items were recommended to be transferred to the project group on milking time tests.   This action team will be closed. 

2. Evolution in Automatic Milking, milk quality, animal health, farm management.  

O.  Lind reported that no documents were submitted by the October deadline established at the last meeting.  

3. Cluster Removers: Test for determination of switch point and delay time

K de Koning (NL) – no report.  

4. Continuous Monitoring of Machine Milking

O Rønningen (NO) reported that the group has been revitalized by the input of Veerle Hostens under a project being conducted in Belgium.  A report has been prepared describing possible measurements, instruments required and the importance of each.  This has been circulated o the project group but there were few responses.  This report forms the basis for a bulletin.  A bulletin will be drafted by O Rønningen (NO) by 1 Dec 05 and circulated to action team members for review by 1 Jan 06.  It will then be circulated to the Standing Committee for review and approval if necessary.  We will ask for clarification on the protocol for review of this and future documents (e.g. does the standing committee need to review and approve in addition to the action team?). 

5. Milk flow characteristics and teat dimensions of various machine milked animals
D Reinemann (DE) expressed his expectation that progress will be more rapid after forthcoming completion of revision of ISO standards. The confirmed target date for publication in the Bulletin of IDF was November 2006.

6. Revision of ISO standards for milking machines. The previous 3 days were spend reviewing the final draft of the IS standards.  This group’s work has been completed.

7. Milking time tests methodology and interpretation of results

O. Ronningen reported that the Project Group met in Belgium in September 2005 to launch the work. There are several other projects underway around the world on this topic.  The scope of the project was limited to milking-time vacuum measurements and the information extracted from those measurements.  The project group plans to meet again in 6-7 March 2006 in Norway and have proposed a workshop for IDF action team members to be conducted in Ireland on 12 April 2007 in conjunction with a seminar on 11 April 2007 in Ireland called: International Conference on Advances in Milking Technology.  We would like to request that both events be posted on the IDF calendar.  

Note : IDF Head Office will clarify on this with the Action Team Leader

8. Milking Management of Buffalos/Machine Milking of Buffalos.  Rasmussen reported that this work was in progress.
Other Business 

A question was raised on the need to review interpretive documents for the ISO standards.  It was recommended to wait until standards are published.  

A recommendation was made to resume sessions on review of research at future meetings of the standing committee. 

Rasmussen reported on recent research on FFA formation in AMS systems.  More than 70% of the variation in FFA was accounted for by cow (milk yield per milking).  Less than 30% of the variation was explained by air admission.  The Danish Dairy board conducted a second field survey of highest FFA.  Old high-line or AMS were high scores on FFA (no low line systems). In conventional systems air leakage was the largest factor.  On AMS farms cooling was the largest factor.   

Innings reported on research on vacuum drops in long milk tubes. With no elevation change there is little influence of milk flow.  With some elevation the zero flow point shifts because the LMT is never entirely clear of milk.  With elevation fall vacuum decreases, as you increase the fall, the vacuum increase increases but is not linear with milk flow.  

Proposals for next meeting date: 

The next meeting of the action team was proposed for early September near Naples so that the group could get some practical experience with the milking of buffalos.  Sangiorgi will check on details.  

The meeting was adjourned at 4:00 pm.
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