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	Action Team Milking Machine and Equipment

Of Standing Committee on Farm Management

Meeting in Monterotondo, Italy

Thursday 31 August 2006, 14:00 – 18:15


1 September 2006
Minutes

Prepared by MD Rasmussen (DK)
PRESENT : M.D. Rasmussen (DK), O. Rønningen (NO), F. Sangiorgi (IT), A. Borghese (IT), C. Boselli (IT), R. Rosati (IT), M. Mazzi (IT), M. Razzano, G.M. Terzano (IT), F.P. Cuscuna (IT), M. Giovanna d’Elisi (IT), M.F. Maschio (IT), G. Neglia (IT), S. Lombardi (IT).

1. Welcome, adoption of agenda, membership, appointment of meeting rapporteur.  
Antonio Borghese (Instituto Sperimentale per la Zootecnia) opened the meeting by giving a short introduction of the Animal Production Research Institute and of Buffalo production and research at the Institute. Morten Dam Rasmussen explained the role of IDF and how the Farm Management Standing committee may help in spread of the knowledge of milking of buffaloes.

Since there were a very limited number of members of the AT present the agenda was reduced to only handle item 4.5 on the agenda: Milking Management of Buffaloes.

2. Milking Management of Dairy Buffaloes: CS Thomas (IN).  

The objective of this work is to describe some of the underlying principles for milking management and machine milking of buffaloes. CS Thomas had sent a draft based on his thesis.  Unfortunately, CS Thomas had to cancel his trip to Italy at a very late stage. The content of the draft was discussed and a proposal for a more comprehensive document was developed. The participants suggested authors for each chapter and agreed on a time schedule having the first draft in December 2006, second draft May 2007 and the final version in November 2007. Some of the chapters could be presented at the World Buffalo Congress taking place on October 20-23 2007 in Caserta, Italy (www.wbc2007.org ). 
The proposed list of contents is attached as a separate document. The first author of each chapter is encouraged to take lead in writing of the chapter and have a draft ready within the stated deadlines. 
CS Thomas, A Borghese, and MD Rasmussen “volunteered” to act as editors of the bulletin.  

3. Date(s) and place(s) for next meeting(s) of the Action Team.  
The next meeting will take place in Cork, Ireland on the 12th of April 2007 following the International symposium on Advances in Milking on the 11th of April 2007.
The meeting was adjourned at 4:00 pm.
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