
Situation
Aquaculture, or fish farming, is the
fastest growing segment of agricul-
ture around the world. And
Wisconsin’s aquaculture industry is
poised to become a player in the
expanding global marketplace.

As natural fisheries become depleted,
fish farming is taking on a greater role
in helping to feed world populations.
And with a growing emphasis on
healthful eating in the United States
and elsewhere, the nutritional benefits
provided by fish are making it an
increasingly popular food.

The transition from a commercial fish-
ing based-economy to an aquacul-
ture-based one faces many technical,
regulatory, economic and environ-
mental challenges.

As a result, current and prospective
fish farmers with an interest in finding
their niche in today’s markets,
researchers, veterinarians, extension
agents, agriculture and natural
resource technicians and members of
the public all need to know more
about fish farming.

Response
University of Wisconsin-Extension
aquaculture outreach specialists work
with public, private and tribal groups
to support a healthy, productive and
environmentally sound aquaculture
industry.

Aquaculture specialists collaborate
with partners to develop programs
and provide services that support
industry growth and profitability,
including:

• Business plan development and
individual consultations

• Aquaculture field days, workshops
and vendor fairs

• Facility planning that supports Best
Management Practices

• Biosecurity workshops

• “Beginning Aquaculture” workshops 

• Veterinarian fish health training
workshops

Outcomes
UW-Extension aquaculture outreach
specialists provide vital education and
information in a variety of ways. Some
results of their work include:

• Conducting technical workshops
on specific issues, such as feed-
training yellow perch and fertilizing
ponds. Extension specialists also
collaborated with the Wisconsin
Veterinary Diagnostic Laboratory to
present workshops on coolwater
species egg disinfection and
worked with trout growers from the
food and stocking market to
exchange ideas and resources for
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expanding the local food trout 
market.

• Holding workshops on Regional
Viral Hemorrhagic Septicemia/
Hazard Analysis and Critical
Control Points throughout the
North Central region of the U. S.
These workshops focus on develop-
ing and implementing biosecurity
plans for a variety of fish culture
systems. The specialists also con-
ducted biosecurity workshops and
made numerous presentations to
civic organizations and sportsmen’s
groups on controlling this virulent
disease in Wisconsin.

• Conducting veterinarian fish
health training workshops with
the Wisconsin Department of
Agriculture, Trade and Consumer
Protection with the goal of bringing
veterinarians a step closer to being
certified as fish health inspectors.
Participants included Wisconsin vet-
erinarians in private practice and
those employed by the USDA
Animal Plant Health Inspection
Service.

• Visiting Wisconsin high schools
and demonstrating aquaculture-
based lessons in the classroom.
Lectures emphasize the importance
of aquaculture to the world food
supply today and in the future.

• Teaching at the university level.
UW-Extension specialists help sup-
port and train graduate students
interested in aquaculture. They are
also playing a role in the develop-
ment of a minor degree program in
aquaculture at the UW-Stevens
Point and planning future educa-
tional endeavors with the Wisconsin
Technical College System.

• Collaborating with Native
American tribes. UW-Extension
aquaculture specialists provide
technical assistance and consult
with the Red Cliff Band of Lake
Superior Chippewa tribal fishery
program and tribal herring project.
They also provide information and
make presentations via the Midwest
Tribal Aquaculture Network and
cooperate in helping to produce
walleye at the UW-Stevens Point
Northern Aquaculture Demon
stration Facility and the Lac Courte
Oreilles tribal fishery program.

• Cooperating with government
and other agencies to develop a
safe, productive, eco-friendly
industry. A sample of the organiza-
tions Extension specialists work
with include the Small Business
Administration, The Great Lakes
Commission, the Wisconsin
Department of Natural Resources
and the USDA-Farm Service Agency.

• Revitalizing the Wisconsin
Aquaculture Conference.
Declining attendance coupled with
a lack of industry support following
the 2006 conference led to a re-
evaluation of the need for this
event. Recognizing the signficant
educational opportunities the con-
ference could provide, the three
UW-Extension aquaculture outreach
specialists planned and directed the
the Wisconsin Aquaculture
Conference in 2008 and 2009. The
resulting success of these events
brought about several significant
changes within the industry, includ-
ing the recognition of aquaculture
as a business and an awareness of
the need for partnerships within
the industry.

• Revitalizing the Wisconsin
Aquaculture Industry Advisory
Council (WAIAC). The WAIAC is the
committee of agency and industry
representatives who meet quarterly
to address aquaculture industry
issues.The Council had poor repre-
sentation and few accomplishments
until the UW-Extension outreach
specialists stepped in and provided
new energy and direction. Each of
the three specialists is now
assigned to a team—Regulatory
and Policy, Research and Education
and Business and Marketing—
along with farmers and agency
partners. The Council now plays an
integral role in the activities of the
aquaculture industry.

For more information about UW-
Extension’s aquaculture program,
contact:

Ron Johnson—Northern region
715-779-3189
P.O. Box 165
Bayfield, WI  54814
ron.johnson@uwsp.edu

Sarah Kaatz—Central region
715-346-3037 
University of Wisconsin-
Stevens Point
234 Nelson Hall
Stevens Point, WI 54481
skaatz@uwsp.edu

Jim Held—Southern region
920-648-2902
302 S. Main Street
Lake Mills, WI  53551
jaheld@wisc.edu
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